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Introduction 

OF  the  many  nationalities  settling  in  cosmo- 
I  politan  New  York,  the  fortunate  as  a  rule 
form  a  social  club,  where  they  can  enjoy 
familiar  pleasures  and  congenial  companion- 
ship ;  the  unfortunate  look  to  such  organizations  to  help 
them  in  their  difficulties.  The  fortunate  Englishman 
needs  no  social  club,  for  the  American  clubs  are  most 
generously  opened  to  him  and  he  is  among  his  own  kind 
from  the  first.  None  the  less  the  duty  of  helping  his  less 
fortunate  brethren  falls  upon  him  and  should  be  wel- 
comed as  the  highest  form  of  patriotism.  The  St. 
George's  Society  provides  every  opportunity  that  he 
needs,  and  the  only  thing  to  be  regretted  is  that  its  splen- 
did work  is  not  more  generally  known  and  appreciated. 
It  is  fair  to  say  that  the  St.  George's  Society  of 
New  York  is  unique  among  charities.  In  the  first 
place  it  has  a  history  extending  over  a  century — a 
century  of  charitable  work — devoid  of  self-aggrandize- 
ment of  any  form.  None  of  the  thousands  who  have 
joined  its  membership  can  have  done  so  for  personal 
profit  or  amusement;  for  it  takes  both  money  and  ser- 
vice from  its  members  and  gives  nothing  in  return  but 
the  pleasure  of  pure  patriotism. 

In  the  second  place  its  charity  is  direct.  With  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  importance  of  organized  charity 
one  may  yet  say  without  fear  of  contradiction  that 
there  is  a  place  also  for  the  charity  which  gives  first 
and  asks  afterwards.  The  St.  George's  Society  can 
boast  that  practically  all  of  its  funds  go  direct  to  the 
needy.     A  large  number  of  those  who  apply  are  people 
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of  good  education  and  upbringing  to  whom  the  methods 
of  organized  charity  would  be  particularly  repugnant. 
Not  the  most  sensitive  of  these  can  say  that  there  is 
anything  humiliating  in  the  kind  of  assistance  given 
by  the  Society.  For  those  who  are  out  of  employ- 
ment, work  is  found,  and  those,  who  are  in  need,  receive 
both  food  and  clothing.  Often  the  recipient  is  un- 
worthy of  help,  but  he  is  helped  again  and  again  as 
long  as  there  is  any  possibility  of  a  permanent  improve- 
ment. 

Such  a  charity  should  surely  command  the  support 
of  all  true  Englishmen,  and  one  feels  that,  were  it 
better  known,  its  membership  would  be  increased 
tenfold.  Such  a  charity  deserves  also  that  its  records 
should  be  perpetuated,  and,  if  this  book  helps  in  any 
way  to  secure  that  much-to-be-desired  increase  of 
members,  the  work  of  its  compilers  and  revisers  will 
not  have  been  in  vain. 

The  first  history  of  the  Society  was  made  in  1885 
by  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Robert  Waller, 
E.  F.  Beddall  and  H.  A.  Racker.  On  them  fell  all 
the  hard  work  of  collecting,  arranging,  and  digesting 
facts  and  records,  scattered  with  varying  degrees 
of  fullness  and  exactitude  over  the  space  of  more  than 
a  hundred  years. 

Last  year  it  was  decided  that  this  volume  should  be 
revised  and  brought  up  to  date.  The  work  of  the 
present  committee  has,  of  course,  been  as  nothing 
compared  to  that  of  their  predecessors.  The  changes 
introduced  into  the  old  text  are  chiefly  those  of  revision 
and  correction.  The  long  history  has  been  made  more 
accessible  by  headlines  and  marginal  dates.  Some 
repetitions  and  uninteresting  matter  have  been  left  out, 
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and  some  interesting  facts,  unearthed  from  old  news- 
papers and  private  papers,  have  been  added. 

The  connection  between  St.  Luke's  Hospital  and  St. 
George's  Society  has  been  treated  in  a  separate  section, 
so  as  not  to  interrupt  the  story  of  the  Society.  Por- 
traits have  been  added  to  the  revised  lives  of  the  Presi- 
dents wherever  such  could  be  procured.  Reproductions 
of  Raphael's  "St.  George  with  the  Garter,"  of  an 
ancient  and  modern  badge,  and  of  the  newly  discovered 
"Song  for  St.  George's  Society,"  have  been  introduced. 
The  outline  of  the  life  of  St.  George  as  the  Patron  Saint 
of  England  has  been  compiled  from  the  latest  results 
of  modern  research.  An  index  has  been  added  and  the 
history  brought  up  to  the  time  of  the  annual  dinner 
on  St.  George's  Day,  1913. 

It  is  the  earnest  hope  of  the  undersigned  that  the 
revised  history  may  help  to  popularize  the  good  work 
of  the  Society  among  those  whose  pride  it  is  to  call 
themselves  Englishmen,  or  of  English  descent,  and  whose 
greater  pride  should  be  to  carry  out  those  principles  of 
duty  which  have  ever  been  the  watchword  of  England. 
It  is  also  their  sincere  hope  that,  as  the  Society  grows,  it 
may  never  change  the  methods,  which  have  been  char- 
acteristic of  it,  through  the  long  years  of  its  history, 
but  that  to  all  Englishmen  who  seek  its  aid  may  be 
extended  the  charity  which  forgives  to  seventy  times 
seven,  and  the  beautiful  hope  which  may  be  symbolized 
by  that  "unsightly  root"  mentioned  in  Comus, 
which  proved  to  be  of  "divine  effect,"  and  of  which 

1  The  leaf  was  darkish  and  had  prickles  on  it, 
But  in  another  country,  as  he  said, 
Bore  a  bright  golden  flower." 

Charles  W.  Bowring 
Francis  H.  Tabor 


St.  George  for  Merry  England 

"Thou,  amongst  those  saints  whom  thou  doest  see, 
Shall  be  a  saint,  and  thine  owne  nation's  frend 
And  patrone;  thou  Saint  George  shalt  called  bee, 
SaintGeorge  of  merry  England,  the  sign  of  victoree." 

(Spenser) 

The  doubts,  that  have  hung  for  centuries  around 
the  personality  of  St.  George,  the  Patron-Saint  of 
England  and  the  Champion  of  Christendom,  have  been 
to  some  extent  dispelled  by  modern  research.  It  can 
now  be  safely  affirmed  that  his  romantic  and  inspiring 
figure  must  no  longer  be  confused  with  that  of  George 
of  Cappadocia,  the  Arian  bishop,  who  usurped  the  see 
of  Alexandria.  The  latest  proof  of  this  has  been 
given  in  an  article,  read  before  the  Royal  Society  of 
Literature  in  London,  in  which  a  Greek  inscription, 
dating  back  to  A.  D.  346,  is  described  as  taken  from 
a  very  ancient  church  in  Syria.  In  this,  St.  George  is 
spoken  of  as  a  holy  martyr,  and  the  testimony  seems 
conclusive,  as  the  other  George,  the  Alexandrian 
bishop,  did  not  die  until  A.  D.  362.  The  accusation, 
therefore,  that  "we  have  had  two  St.  Georges  in  history, 
and,  to  our  shame,  we  have  made  them  one,"  cannot 
be  further  levelled  against  those,  at  least,  who  have 
studied  the  latest  developments  of  the  story. 

His  Life 

The  actual  facts,  that  can  be  definitely  accepted 
about  the  famous  soldier-martyr  are,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, meagre  in  the  extreme.  The  best  authorities 
agree  that  he  was  a  native  of  Lydda  in  Palestine,  where 

12 
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he  was  born  about  A.  D.  270  of  a  noble  Cappadocian 
Christian  family.  Very  probably  his  youth  was  spent 
in  Cappadocia,  and  this  gives  a  clue  to  the  persistent 
confusion  of  his  career  with  that  of  his  unworthy 
namesake,  George  of  Cappadocia.  The  young  Christian 
soldier  served  with  distinction  in  the  Roman  army  and 
so  highly  was  he  regarded  by  the  Emperor  Diocletian 
that  he  quickly  rose  to  comparatively  high  rank.  A 
good  part  of  his  military  career  was  spent  in  Persian 
Armenia  where  tradition  tells  us  he  was  exceedingly 
active  in  organizing  the  Christian  communities  already 
in  existence  there.  The  principal  town  in  the  main 
province  of  this  country  was  Urumiah,  and,  in  it  or 
near  it,  several  churches  were  afterwards  founded  in 
his  honour.  In  course  of  time  the  chief  of  these  became 
one  of  the  most  popular  places  of  pilgrimage  to  which 
sufferers  resorted  in  cases  of  fear  and  great  distress  of 
mind.  It  is  interesting  to  note  also  that  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  these  churches  there  grew  "a  sacred  rose- 
bush of  the  single  Persian  variety,  covering  some  fifty 
square  yards  and  visible  miles  away,  making  the  air 
heavy  with  its  scent."  This  connection  between  the 
Saint  and  the  flower,  that  was  adopted  as  one  of  his 
symbols,  would  seem  to  show  that  the  biblical  "Rose 
of  Sharon"  has  always  been  dedicated  to  him. 

It  was  after  the  Persian  campaign  came  to  an  end 
that  St.  George  first  came  into  contact  with  Britain, 
at  least  according  to  legendary  lore.  Diocletian  is 
represented  in  the  tale,  that  has  come  down  to  us,  as 
having  sent  him  to  Britain,  which,  after  a  long  inde- 
pendence, had  been  once  more  brought  under  the  sway 
of  the  Empire.  All  of  this  is  very  dubious,  however, 
willing  though  an  enthusiastic  follower  of  St.  George 
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may  be  to  believe  it.  The  suggestion,  made  by  Dr. 
Clapton,  the  latest  biographer  of  the  Saint,  that  St. 
George  sailed  through  the  Irish  Sea  and  that  it  became 
on  that  account  known  as  St.  George's  Channel,  is 
little  more  than  a  pious  wish  that  the  details  of  a 
shadowy  story  might  be  regarded  as  beyond  the  need 
of  sound  historical  proof. 

The  next  fact  mentioned  in  the  Saint's  life  is  one  that 
there  is  good  cause  for  believing  to  be  only  too  true. 
This  was  an  edict  of  the  Emperor  for  the  extermination 
of  the  Christians  throughout  the  Empire  and  it  had 
the  effect  upon  St.  George  of  causing  him  at  once  to 
lay  down  his  arms  and  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  perse- 
cuted sect.  He  sought  an  interview  with  his  former 
master  but  was  speedily  laid  under  arrest,  tortured, 
and  finally  put  to  death  at  Nicomedsea  on  23rd  April,  303. 

St.  George  in  English  History 

The  earliest  fact,  that  links  St.  George  to  England, 
may  be  considered  to  be  the  erection  of  the  church  over 
his  tomb  at  Lydda  by  Constantine  the  Great,  who 
became  King  of  Britain  and  Emperor  of  Rome  in 
A.  D.  306.  This  Emperor  was  not  only  half  English 
by  blood,  but  he  was  born  in  the  ancient  city  of  York. 
This  first  tribute  to  the  Saint's  memory  was  unfor- 
tunately destroyed  by  the  Saracens  in  the  seventh 
century  and,  although  Richard  Cceur  de  Lion  rebuilt  it 
as  a  thanksoffering  for  his  victories  in  the  Crusades, 
it  is  again  but  a  memory  for  modern  times. 

To  the  members  of  all  Societies  bearing  his  name, 
it  should  be  of  interest  to  note  that  the  first  instance 
of  St.  George's  name  being  employed  as  Patron  and 
Protector  was  in  the  case  of  King  Arthur's  Society  of 
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St.  George  and  the  Round  Table.  The  date  of  the 
beginning  of  this  is  approximately  put  at  about  two 
centuries  after  the  Saint's  martyrdom  and  the  founda- 
tion of  this  order  of  chivalry  not  only  established  the 
fame  of  St.  George  on  a  firmer  basis  but  has  led  to  his 
name  being  imperishably  entwined  not  only  with  the 
traditions  but  also  in  the  literature  of  the  English 
speaking  race. 

In  the  actual  history  of  England,  the  first  mention 
of  St.  George's  name  is  forthcoming  in  the  order  of  the 
Council  of  Oxford  in  1222,  which  declared  that  his 
feast  should  be  kept  as  a  national  festival,  but  it  was 
not  till  the  reign  of  Edward  III  that  he  was  really 
elected  patron  of  the  Kingdom.  In  1348  the  great 
soldier-king  first  did  honour  to  the  great  soldier-martyr 
by  founding  St.  George's  Chapel  at  Windsor.  In  the 
following  year,  Thomas  of  Walsingham  relates  that,  at 
the  siege  of  Calais,  the  king,  moved  by  a  sudden  im- 
pulse drew  his  sword  with  the  exclamation:  "Ha! 
Saint  Edward!  Ha!  Saint  George!"  The  kingly 
words  and  action  fired  the  spirits  of  his  soldiers  and  they 
routed  the  French.  From  that  time  usually  dates  the 
acceptance  of  St.  George  as  the  patron-saint  of  England, 
instead  of  Edward  the  Confessor.  It  is  significant  to 
notice  that  the  celebrated  order  of  the  Garter  was 
instituted  in  1350,  almost  immediately  afterwards. 
Indeed  this  order  of  chivalry  was  originally  called  by 
the  name  of  St.  George,  and  it  is  not  without  significance 
to  the  sympathetic  mind  to  recall  that  the  "Jewel"  of 
the  Garter,  which  has  since  encircled  many  a  haughty 
neck,  has  ever  been  known  on  the  tongues  of  men  as 
"The  George,"  and  that  the  centre  of  the  star,  that 
has  blazed  on  many  a  noble  breast,  has  proudly  borne, 
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through  the  centuries,  the  Cross  of  St.  George  as  a 
kind  of  oriflamme.  Its  supremely  fine  motto:  "Honi 
soil  qui  mal  y  pense"  has  not  only  been  closely  linked 
ever  since  with  the  memory  of  St.  George,  but  has 
gradually  been  adopted  by  popular  feeling  as  the  most 
fitting  expression  of  the  ideal  of  which  the  Saint  is 
the  acknowledged  archetype.  It  may  be  appropriate 
here  to  quote  what  an  old  writer  has  well  said  of  these 
words  so  redolent  of  the  spirit  of  true  charity:  "This 
is  a  very  great  and  lordly  motto,  marking  the  utmost 
point  and  acme  of  honour,  which  is  not  merely  in  doing 
no  evil  but  in  thinking  none,  and  teaching  that  the 
first — as  indeed  the  last — nobility  of  education  is  in 
the  rule  over  our  thoughts." 

In  1415,  the  year  of  the  great  English  victory  of 
Agincourt,  the  celebration  of  St.  George's  festival  was 
raised  to  the  highest  order  of  importance  in  the  Church 
by  being  put  upon  a  level  with  Christmas  Day,  during 
both  of  which  times  it  was  strictly  enjoined  that  there 
was  to  be  a  cessation  from  all  kinds  of  servile  work. 

Since  then,  with  the  passing  of  the  years,  the  English 
votaries  of  St.  George  have  carried  his  name  far  and 
wide  over  the  face  of  the  earth.  "On  every  ocean  we 
have  borne  his  flag,  on  every  island  we  have  reared  his 
fame.  We  gave  his  name  to  St.  George's  Channel,  the 
stormy  inlet  of  the  Irish  Sea.  The  direst  peril  on  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  we  have  called  St.  George's  Bank. 
From  Behring  Straits  to  Maine,  from  Florida  to 
Patagonia,  we  have  set  him  on  guard." 

St.  George  and  His  Emblems 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  rose  as 
St.  George's  flower  and  it  was  undoubtedly  on  account 
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of  this  circumstance  that  England  came  to  regard  it 
as  the  national  floral  emblem.  In  like  manner  his 
cross  became  the  nation's  flag.  It  is  true  that  we 
cannot  all  be  Knights  of  the  Garter  save  in  spirit,  but 
to  the  plain  gentleman,  "whose  limbs  were  made  in 
England,"  it  is  enough  that  the  Cross  of  St.  George 
stirs  him  to  the  depths,  when  memory  recalls  it  to  him 
as  the  national  flag  for  many  a  long  and  momentous 
year.  It  is  enough  for  him  that  it  flew  over  the  head 
of  Drake  when  he  swept  the  Armada  before  him  on  a 
day  big  with  fate  for  our  race;  enough,  that  it  flaunted 
itself  when  our  sea-dogs  grappled  with  the  Dutchmen — 
the  hardiest  foe  against  whom  they  ever  double-shotted 
a  gun;  and  again  enough,  that  it  streamed  on  the 
wind  at  the  fore  of  the  Victory  when  Nelson's  spirit 
passed  amid  the  thunders  of  Trafalgar. 

The  glow  of  a  just  but  well-curbed  pride  makes  joy 
run  high  and  life  be  good  for  him  when  he  remembers 
that: 

"The  dead  dumb  fog  hath  wrapped  it — the  frozen  dews  have  kissed — 
The  morning  stars  have  hailed  it,  a  fellow  star  in  the  mist." 

And,  to-day,  it  lives  as  the  elder  brother  in  the  triple 
comradeship  of  the  Union  Jack,  within  whose  massy 
folds  are  entwined,  let  us  hope  for  evermore,  the 
Crosses  of  St.  George,  St.  Andrew,  and  St.  Patrick. 

St.  George  and  the  Dragon 

St.  George  has  always  been  represented  in  art,  as 
being  armed  as  a  knight,  mounted  on  a  rampant  horse 
and  transfixing  the  dragon  with  his  lance.  In  the 
eyes  of  many  generations  now,  he  has  ever  appeared: 
"Y'cladd  in  mightie  armes  and  silver  shielde  as  one  for 
knightly  guists  and  fierce  encounters  fitt."     The  story 
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of  the  contest  has  really  a  much  more  ancient  origin 
than  is  popularly  assigned  to  it,  for  all  the  traditions 
relating  to  it  are  merely  "sacred  myths  of  faded  creeds, 
absorbed  into  the  newer  faith  and  recoloured."  Modern 
scholarship  accepts  it  as  a  myth  of  the  hoariest  antiq- 
uity, common  both  to  the  Aryan  and  Semitic  peoples, 
and  reappearing  only  by  adoption  in  Christian  form. 
It  is  essentially  identical  with  the  legendary  tale  of 
Apollo  and  the  Python,  and  of  Perseus  and  Andromeda 
in  classical  times,  and  with  Sigard  and  Beowulf  among 
the  Teutonic  races.  It  is  peculiarly  significant  that 
the  "Beowulf,"  the  earliest  and  greatest  recorded  poem 
that  our  ancestors  brought  with  them  when  they  con- 
quered and  settled  in  Britain,  should  have  as  its  main 
theme  the  hero's  fight  with  the  monster  Grendal,  a 
struggle  in  all  respects  analogous  to  the  more  widely 
known  battle  between  St.  George  and  the  Dragon. 

The  latter  tale  first  appears  in  "The  Golden  Legend" 
of  Jacques  de  Voragine  and  it  was  so  readily  swallowed 
by  the  credulous  clerks  and  laity  of  the  Middle  Ages 
that  it  retained,  for  a  lengthy  period,  a  place  in  the 
special  services  of  the  Church  until  one  of  the  Popes 
cut  out  the  incident  of  the  dragon  and  henceforward 
St.  George  was  simply  acknowledged  as  a  martyr.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  it  seems  feasible  that  the  uncertainty, 
which  existed  regarding  him  almost  from  his  martyr- 
dom, naturally  tended  to  give  the  various  composers 
of  his  biography  the  opportunity  of  attaching  to  him 
popular  heathen  myths  which  had  been  floating 
unadopted  by  any  Christian  hero.  The  number  of 
warrior-saints  in  the  calendar  had  never  been  very 
great,  and,  as  St.  George  was  unprovided  with  a  history, 
the  credulity  of  the  monastic  mind  soon  supplied  the 
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deficiency.  Despite  such  naive  intentions  however, 
the  exploit,  now  imperishably  joined  with  the  warrior- 
saint's  name,  was  never  anything  more  than  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  widely  prevalent  Aryan  myth  of  the  sun- 
god  as  the  conqueror  of  the  powers  of  darkness. 

St.  George  and  Charity 

Like  many  another  Christian  saint,  St.  George  not 
only  entered  into  the  inheritance  of  veneration  pre- 
viously enjoyed  by  a  pagan  hero,  but  he  had  also 
finally  to  relinquish  it  except  in  the  wider  and  higher 
emblematical  meaning  which  is  now  attached  by  man- 
kind to  the  theme.  The  splendid  allegory,  of  the 
conflict  between  St.  George  and  the  Dragon  as  accepted 
by  the  spirit  of  modern  times,  is  peculiarly  appropriate 
when  considered  in  the  light  of  the  aspirations  of  a 
benevolent  society.  It  is  an  inspiring  circumstance 
that,  throughout  many  centuries,  St.  George  has  been 
not  only  the  Patron-Saint  of  England,  and  the  Cham- 
pion of  Christendom,  but  also  eminently  a  protector  of 
the  distressed.  The  traditions,  both  of  the  East  and 
the  West,  have  proclaimed  that,  from  the  first,  sufferers 
resorted  in  pilgrimage  to  his  shrine  when  they  were 
in  fear  or  grievous  trouble. 

In  England  during  the  Middle  Ages  many  bene- 
ficent foundations  can  have  their  origins  traced  to 
the  influence  and  example  of  St.  George.  To  men- 
tion but  one  instance,  the  earliest  and  not  the 
least  famous  of  such  institutions  was  the  foundation 
for  the  education  of  the  poor  and  needy  that  was 
reared  by  the  generosity  of  William  of  Wykeham, 
whose  name  has  since  been  reverenced  as  "The 
Father  of  English  Public  Schools."     This  great  Eng- 
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lishman  had  organized  for  Edward  III  the  order  of 
St.  George,  and  he  was  fired  with  enthusiasm  for  the 
high  ideals  and  chivalrous  aspirations  of  this  "flower 
of  knighthood."  These  he  embodied  in  his  famous 
statutes  for  his  Colleges  at  Oxford  and  Winchester, 
and  his  loving  care  for  these  children  of  his  piety  is 
clear  to  all  who  care  to  read  the  "minutest  directions 
for  the  preservation  of  corporate  unity  and  the  moral 
culture  of  truth,  honour,  and  self-reliance."  E.  O. 
Gordon  in  her  book  "Saint  George,"  has  aptly  phrased 
the  lofty  spirit  which  dominated  and  inspired  this 
pious  and  courtly  English  priest  and  gentleman. 
"Wykeham's  scholars,"  she  writes,  "like  the  Knights 
of  the  Round  Table  and  the  Knights  of  the  Garter,  were 
solemnly  sworn,  as  soon  as  they  attained  to  years  of 
discretion,  loyally  to  maintain  the  honour  of  their 
school  and  college.  Thus  the  ancient  laws  of  chivalry 
were  no  longer  confined  to  a  few  chosen  leaders  of  noble 
birth,  but  they  became  the  actual  foundations  on  which 
the  great  fabric  of  national  education  has  been  reared." 
In  emulating  the  Saint's  wide  and  tolerant  charity, 
his  disciples  now  and  hereafter  will  be  most  nearly 
akin  to  him  in  spirit,  for  gratitude  has  long  endeared 
his  memory,  and  piety  has  sealed  his  fame  as  "Christ's 
faithful  soldier  and  servant  unto  his  life's  end,"  and  in 
these  latter  days  may  the  good  works  and  manifold 
activities  of  such  a  brotherhood  as  the  St.  George's 
Society  of  New  York  bear  fruit  as  the  outward  ex- 
pression of  that  ideal  of  kindly  deeds  which  it  is  the 
duty  and  privilege  of  the  living  to  hand  on  to  the 
generations  that  are  yet  unborn. 


Historical  Sketch 

The  degree  of  certainty,  that  can  be  attached  to  the 
date  usually  accepted  as  marking  the  origin  of  any 
society,  is  a  point  of  never  failing  interest  to  its  mem- 
bers. The  year  1786  has  been  hitherto  regarded  as 
that  in  which  the  St.  George's  Society  of  New  York 
first  saw  the  light.  It  was  in  this  year  that  the  records 
of  the  Society  were  first  kept;  it  was  then  also  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  Society  was  given  its  original 
form;  and  it  was  in  1786  that  the  chair  was  filled  by 
the  first  of  a  now  lengthy  line  of  Presidents. 

Despite  these  facts  there  has  always  existed  among 
the  members  a  latent  feeling  that  this  date  did  not 
fix  the  real  beginning  of  their  Society's  affairs,  and 
it  has  been  the  good  fortune  of  Henry  W.  J.  Bucknall, 
Esq.,  the  President  of  this  year,  to  give  to  the  Society 
a  new  certificate  of  birth,  which  antedates  its  start 
exactly  sixteen  years.  The  clock  has  been  put  back 
from  1786  to  1770.  The  dignity  of  added  years 
has  suddenly  become  the  portion  of  St.  George's 
Society  of  New  York,  and  the  romance  lies  in  the 
circumstance  that  the  new  chapter  in  its  history 
centres  in  the  accidental  discovery  of  a  song. 

In  February  last,  the  President  received  a  letter 
from  Paul  Dana,  Esq.,  enclosing  "A  Song  for  St. 
George's  Society."  This  song  had  recently  been 
found  among  the  papers  of  Winthrop  Sargent,  a 
friend  of  Washington,  and  the  first  territorial  Governor 
of  Mississippi.  According  to  the  original  manuscript, 
which    Mr.    Bucknall    has    kindly    presented    to    the 
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Society,  the  song  was  "sung  at  the  second  anniversary 
meeting  of  St.  George  in  New  York,  April  23rd, 
1771,"  to  the  tune  of  "The  Black  Sloven."  The  re- 
production of  it  within  these  pages  is  the  outcome 
both  of  the  President's  generosity  and  of  his  desire 
that  all,  who  are  glad  of  the  find,  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  easy  reference  to  it. 

Directly  Mr.  Bucknall  had  secured  the  prize,  he 
saw  its  importance  as  a  proof  of  the  Society's  earlier 
life,  and  he  set  on  foot  further  inquiries  about  it.  His 
efforts  were  particularly  successful  as  regards  the  tune 
of  the  song.  After  communication  with  his  brother 
in  London,  that  gentleman  was  fortunate  enough  to 
run  the  tune  to  earth  in  the  British  Museum,  where  it 
was  found  in  The  Universal  Magazine  of  Knowledge 
and  Pleasure  in  which  it  is  mentioned  as  taken  from 
The  British  Muse,  published  in  February,  1771. 

The  celebration  of  St.  George's  day  in  New  York 
had,  however,  taken  place  for  a  number  of  years 
previous  to  this,  but  it  had  been  more  of  the  nature  of 
a  general  rejoicing  among  English  folks  than  a  cere- 
mony attached  to  the  name  of  any  particular  society. 
A  few  of  these  notices  are  added  here  to  show  the 
general  feeling  which  eventually  was  directed  towards 
the  formation  of  the  present  Society. 

Early  Notices  of  St.  George's  Festivals 

The  earliest  notice,  that  now  exists,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  New  York  Mercury  of  April  26th,  1762: 

"Friday  last,  being  the  Anniversary   of   St. 

1762     George,   his    Excellency,    Sir    Jeffrey   Amherst 

gave  a  ball  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  this 

city  at  Crawley's  New  Assembly  Room.     The  com- 
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[Transcription  of   "St.   George's   Song"] 

'SUNG  AT  THE  SECOND  ANNIVERSARY  MEETING  OF  THE 
SONS  OF  ST.  GEORGE  IN  NEW  YORK,  APRIL  23,  1771" 

Tune,  "Black  Sloven" 

Ye  Sons  of  St.  George  here  assembled  today 

So  honest  and  hearty  so  cheerful  and  gay, 

Come  join  in  the  Chorus  and  Loyally  Sing 

In  praise  of  Your  Patron,  your  Country  and  King. 

Chorus: 
Tol  le  lol,  Tol  le  lol,  Tol  le  lol, 
Tol  le  lol,  Tol  le  lol,  Tol  le  lol. 

Tho'  plac'd  at  a  distance  from  Britain's  bold  Shore 
From  thence  either  We  or  our  Fathers  came  o'er, 
And  in  will,  word,  and  deed  we  are  Englishmen  all 
Still  true  to  her  cause  and  awake  to  her  call. — Chorus. 

Let  Cressy,  Poictiers  and  let  Agincourt  show 

How  our  ancestors  acted  some  ages  ago, 

While  Minden's  red  field  and  Quebec  shall  proclaim 

That  their  Sons  are  not  changed,  or  in  nature  or  name. — Chorus. 

Should  the  proud  Spanish  Donns  but  appear  on  the  Main 

The  Island  they  pilfered  by  Force  to  Maintain, 

The  brave  Sons  of  Thunder  our  Wrongs  will  redress 

And  teach  them  again  what  they  learned  of  Queen  Bess. — Chorus. 

Tho'  the  proud  Roman  Eagle  to  Britain  was  borne 

Both  Talons  and  Feathers  got  plaguily  tome 

And  Caesar  himself  both  with  Foot  and  with  Horse 

Was  glad  to  sneak  off  with — "It's  well  'twas  no  worse." — Chorus. 

Tho'  party  Contentions  awhile  may  run  high 

When  danger  advances  they'll  Vanish  and  Die 

While  all  with  one  Heart,  hand,  and  Spirit  unite 

Like  Englishmen  Think  and  like  Englishmen  Fight. — Chorus. 

Then  here's  to  our  King  and  O  Long  may  he  reign 
The  Lord  of  those  Men  who  are  Lords  of  the  Main 
While  all  the  contention  among  us  shall  be 
To  make  Him  as  happy  as  We  are  made  free. — Chorus. 

And  here's  to  the  Daughters  of  Britain's  fair  Isle 

May  Freedom  and  They  ever  crown  with  a  Smile 

The  Sons  of  St.  George,  our  good  Knight  so  profound 

The  Sons  of  St.  George — even  all  the  World  round.— Chorus. 
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pany  consisted  of  96  ladies  and  as  many  gentlemen, 
all  very  richly  dressed  and  'tis  said  the  entertainment 
was  the  most  elegant  ever  seen  in  America." 

The  same  account  is  also  printed  in  the  New  York 
Gazette  and  Weekly  Post  Boy,  issued  on  April  29th,  1762. 

During  the  next  few  years  the  celebration  appears 
to  have  fallen  somewhat  in  abeyance,  at  least  the 
concluding  remark  in  the  following  notice  would  lead 
one  to  that  opinion. 

The  New  York  Gazette  and  Weekly  Mercury  of  April 
30th,  1770,  contains  this  item  of  news: 

"On  Monday  last  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Eng- 

1770  lish  Nation,  residing  in  this  City,  and  those 
descended  from  English  Families,  gave  an  ele- 
gant Entertainment  at  Bolton's,  to  his  Excellency, 
General  Gage,  and  his  Honour,  Lieut.  Governor 
Colden,  in  Commemoration  of  St.  George,  their 
tutelar  Saint;  ninety-seven  persons  were  present. 
Fifty-one  native  English  and  forty-six  Descendants; 
the  Day  was  celebrated  in  true  Mirth  and  perfect 
Harmony,  every  Heart  being  delighted  with  the  festive 
revival  of  a  Custom  much  neglected  in  this  City  by 
the  Sons  of  the  renowned  St.  George." 

The  year  1771  appears  to  have  witnessed  a  more 

than  usually  elaborate  celebration.     The  notice  in  the 

New   York  Journal  of  April  25th,  of  that  year 

1771  attaches  special  importance  to  the  event  and 
is  of  interest  as  supplying  the  earliest  toast-list 

so  far  recorded. 

"On  Tuesday  last,  being  the  Anniversary  of  St 
George,  a  Number  of  English  Gentlemen,  and  Descend- 
ants of  English  Parents,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
upwards  of  an  hundred  and  twenty,  had  an  elegant 
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Entertainment  at  Bolton's,  in  Honour  of  the  Day; 
President  John  Tabor  Kempe,  Esq.,  His  Majesty's 
Attorney  General;  present,  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Earl  of  Dunmore,  his  Excellency  General  Gage,  the 
Gentlemen  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 
On  which  Occasion  the  following  Toasts  were  drank, 
and  the  Company  parted  early  and  in  high  Good- 
humour  : 

1.  The  King. 

2.  The  Queen. 

3.  The  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family. 

4.  The  Constitution  of  England  in  Church  and  State. 

5.  The  Navy  and  Army  of  Great  Britain. 

6.  The  Governor  and  Province  of  New  York. 

7.  The  Commander  in  Chief  and  Army  in  America. 

8.  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State. 

9.  Prosperity  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

10.  Prosperity  to  British  America. 

11.  The  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 

12.  The  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

13.  Prosperity  to  King's  College  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

14.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

15.  The  Marine  Society  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

16.  The  Worthy  Descendants  of  the  First  Settlers. 

17.  Our  Brethren,  the  Sons  of  St.  David. 

18.  Our  Brethren,  the  Sons  of  St.  Andrew. 

19.  Our  Brethren,  the  Sons  of  St.  Patrick. 

20.  Prosperity  to  the  Manufactories  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

21.  May  the  friends  of  Old  England  ever  enjoy  her  Protection  and  her  Enemies 
feel  her  Resentment. 

22.  The  Roast  Beef  of  Old  England. 

23.  The  Sons  of  St.  George  in  every  quarter  of  the  Globe,  etc. 

The  New  York  Mercury,  dated  April  29th,  also 
repeats  the  above  elaborate  description.  This  note 
is  of  peculiar  interest,  as  it  was  at  this  celebration  that 
"The  Song  for  St.  George's  Society"  was  first  sung. 

Rivington's  New  York  Gazetteer,  of  April  29th,  1773, 
contains  the  next  reference: 
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"On  Friday  last  the  Sons  of  Saint  George,  with  the 

Descendants    from    English    Families,    celebrated  the 

memory   of   their  thrice   renowned    Patron    at 

1773  Hull's  Tavern:     his  Excellency  the  General,  his 
Majesty's  Council,  and   the   Judges   honoured 

this  genteel  Assembly  with  their  presence;  a  royal 
salute  accompanied  their  gracious  Sovereign's  Health, 
and  the  Day  and  Evening  passed  with  that  friendly 
Gaiety,  which  has  ever  presided  in  these  Anniversaries 
of  the  festal  Albions." 

The  New  York  Mercury  April  25th,  1774,  refers  to 
that  year's  meeting  in  these  words: 

"Saturday  last  being  the  Anniversary  of  St. 

1774  George,  the  Champion  of  England,  the  same 
was  celebrated  at  Hull's  Tavern,  by  a  Number 

of  English  Gentlemen,  etc.,  etc.,  where  the  Day  and 
Evening  were  spent  as  is  usual  on  such  occasions." 

Very  nearly  the  same  notice  is  repeated  a  few  days 
later  in  the  New  York  Gazetteer. 

In  the  Mercury  of  April  27th,  1778,  we  read  that, 

"Last  Thursday  the  Sons  of  St.  George  in  full  Assembly, 

at  Hick's  Long  Room,  celebrated  the  Annivers- 

1778  ary    of    their    Tutelar,    and    thrice    renowned 
Patron.     The  first  Personages  in  this  Country 

honoured  the  Meeting  with  their  Presence:  a  very 
elegant  Entertainment  was  provided,  and  the  most 
perfect  Order,  good  Humour,  and  Hilarity  presided, 
during  the  Day  and  Night  of  the  Festival." 

Next  year's  account  in  the  Mercury  ran  as  follows: 
"Friday  was  celebrated  the  Anniversary  of  the 

1779  thrice     renowned     Saint     George,    Patron     of 
England   when  a  great  deal  of  Good  Humour 

presided  over  each  Convivial  Board,  and,  as  usual,  large 
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Libations  of  Generous  Wine  were  consumed  by  the 
Honest  Sons  and  Descendants  of  John  Bull." 

The  celebration  of  St.   George's  day  in  1780  was 
again  prominently  alluded  to  in  the  Mercury.     The 
toast  list,  of  which  a  copy  is  given  here,  is  of 
interest  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  well-     1780 
known  names  that  received  this  honour. 

"On  Monday  last,  the  Anniversary  of  the  Tutelar 
Saint  of  Old  England,  the  Thrice  Renowned  St.  George, 
was  celebrated  with  universal  festivity;  the  houses  of 
entertainment  were  filled  with  his  true  Sons,  who 
passed  the  day  and  evening  with  their  wonted  cheer- 
fulness and  good  humour.  The  sons  of  St.  George 
celebrated  the  festivity  of  their  tutelar  Saint,  at  Mr. 
Strachan's  Queen's  Head  Tavern,  where  an  elegant 
dinner  was  prepared  for  that  purpose.  The  following 
loyal  toasts  were  drank,  and  the  day  spent  with  every 
social  enjoyment. 

1.  The  Day,  St.  George  and  the  Dragon. 

2.  King. 

3.  Queen,  and  Royal  Family. 

4.  Navy  and  Army. 

5.  General  Clinton. 

6.  General  Knyphausen. 

7.  Admiral  Arbuthnot. 

8.  Governor  of  the  Province. 

9.  General  Tryon. 

10.  General  Pattison. 

11.  General  Prevost  and  the  brave  troops  that  so  gallantly  defended  Georgia 
against  the  combined  forces  of  French  and  Rebels. 

12.  The  immortal  memory  of  Colonel  Maitland. 

13.  Lord  North  and  the  Majority  of  both  Houses. 

14.  Admirals  Rodney,  Ross  and  Digby. 

15.  Admiral  Parker. 

16.  The  Sons  and  Daughters  of  St.  George  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

17.  The  Sons  of  St.  David,  St.  Andrew  and  St.  Patrick. 

18.  A  speedy  revival  of  civil  authority  and  a  happy  reinstatement  of  the  Loyal 
Refugees. 

19.  Peace  with  America  honourable  to  Great  Britain." 
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We  have  repeated  these  lengthy  toasts,  partly  on 
account  of  their  historical  interest  and  it  is  fair  to 
assume,  we  think,  from  these  references  and  from  the 
tone  and  spirit  indicated  by  the  toasts  proposed  at  the 
anniversary  dinners,  that  the  Society,  whatever  else 
it  may  have  been,  had  a  decidedly  political  complexion, 
in  its  early  days.  Be  it  understood,  however,  that 
these  sentiments  were  expressed  before  the  United 
States  had  secured  their  independence,  and  at  a  time 
when  Englishmen,  both  here  and  at  home,  believed 
that  the  contest  then  raging  would  eventually  terminate 
in  the  success  of  the  British  arms. 

The  Mercury  of  April  30th,  1781,  informs  its  readers 
that  "On  Monday  last  being  the  Anniversary  of  St. 
George  (tutelar  Saint  of  England),  the  Disciples 
1781  of  that  thrice  renowned  Champion  met  in 
Celebration  of  it,  at  Mr.  Amory's  Tavern, 
where  an  elegant  entertainment  was  provided,  and  the 
Day  passed  in  Mirth,  Song,  and  true  Jocundity."  The 
Royal  Gazette  published  by  Rivington,  also  prints  the 
above  in  its  issue  of  April  25th,  1781.  In  the  next 
year  the  same  newspaper  contains  a  prominent  adver- 
tisement of  the  approaching  festival.  This  appears  in 
copies  of  the  paper  for  April  17th  and  April  20th,  and 
the  announcement  is  in  these  terms:  "The  Sons  of 
St.  George  and  their  Descendants  propose  to  celebrate 
the  Anniversary  of  their  thrice  renowned  Champion 
on  the  23rd  of  April,  at  Mr.  Strachan's  Tavern.  Gen- 
tlemen, who  propose  to  assemble  on  this  occasion  are 
desired  to  leave  their  names  at  Mr.  Rivington's." 

In  the  next  issue  of  the  Royal  Gazette  on  April  24th, 
1782,  the  celebration  is  duly  mentioned  as  having 
passed  over  with  its  usual  success. 
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"The  Anniversary  of  St.  George,  tutelar  Saint  of 
England,  was  yesterday  celebrated  by  his  Sons  and 
Descendants:  entertainments  were  given  by  the 
first  Personages  at  their  own  houses,  and  dinners  1782 
provided  at  the  principal  Taverns  in  this  City; 
the  day  and  evening  passed  with  that  decorum  and 
cheerfulness  which  ever  prevails  on  the  commemoration 
of  this  thrice  renowned  Champion." 

Period  of  Revolutionary  War 

After  this  date,  the  newspapers  are  significantly 
silent  on  the  topic  of  St.  George's  day  of  festival.  This 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  it  is  recalled 
that  New  York  was  finally  evacuated  by  1783-86 
the  British  troops  on  November  25th,  1783, 
and  that  nearly  a  thousand  families  followed  them  in 
loyalty  to  their  king  and  the  mother-land  across  the 
sea.  From  the  quotations  that  have  been  already 
given  it  will  be  seen  that,  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  as  long  as  New  York 
remained  in  the  possession  of  the  British  forces,  the 
Sons  of  St.  George  kept  his  flag  flying  in  hope,  and  it 
was  not  long  until  they  revived,  as  it  were,  with  an 
increased  vigour  which  they  displayed  to  their  fellow- 
citizens  by  the  establishment  of  the  Society  whose 
history  has  remained  unbroken  ever  since. 

The  results  of  the  war  were  accepted  as  final,  and  from 
that  time  the  Society  ceased  to  take  any  active  part  in 
politics,  thenceforward  devoting  its  energy  and  means 
to  relieving  the  necessities  of  its  fellow-countrymen  and 
in  promoting  the  social  enjoyment  of  its  members. 
For  many  years  after  the  war  it  may  be  safely  assumed 
that   an  Englishman's  lot  in   New  York  was  not  a 
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happy  one.  The  animosities  engendered  by  that  deadly 
contest,  and  the  spirit,  in  which  it  was  waged,  naturally 
created  an  unfriendly  feeling  between  the  two  countries 
which  time  alone  could  soften,  hence  the  necessity  for 
some  such  organization  as  this  to  bring  Englishmen 
together  and  enable  them  to  obtain  among  themselves 
that  social  relaxation  and  enjoyment  which  was  denied 
them  by  others  of  the  community.  But  the  final 
extinction  of  the  bitterness  caused  by  the  war,  and  the 
renewal  of  friendly  relations  soon  happily  rendered 
this  exclusiveness  in  social  life  no  longer  necessary. 
This  was  exemplified  some  half  a  century  later,  when 
prominent  members  of  the  Society  assisted  in  founding 
the  St.  George's  Cricket  Club,  and  appointed  for 
several  years  thereafter,  St.  George's  Day  as  a  holiday, 
in  order  that  they  might  visit  the  grounds  decorated 
with  the  flags  of  the  two  nations  floating  on  either  side 
of  the  Cross  of  St.  George.  This  was  done  without 
causing  any  manifestation  of  dissent  such  as  might 
have  occurred  at  an  earlier  date.  The  kindly  and 
charitable  feeling,  of  long  duration  now  between  the 
two  nations  and  ever-widening  with  the  years,  has 
enabled  the  Society  to  concentrate  its  influence  and 
resources  upon  the  development  of  that  higher  purpose 
of  benevolence  for  which  it  was  primarily  created. 

Loss  of  the  Original  Book  of  Minutes 

During  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  of  1822,  the  early 
records   of   the   Society,   comprised   in   the   Book   of 

Minutes,  were  lost  and  the  only  data 
1786-1824     prior  to  that  time  at  the  disposal  of  the 

compilers  were  found  in  the  following  in- 
teresting sketch  prepared  by  George  Chance,  Samuel 
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Corp,  Robert  Barnes,  and  Joseph  Fowler,  a  committee 
appointed  at  a  quarterly  meeting  held  in  January, 
1828.  This  report  was  presented  and  adopted  at  a 
subsequent  meeting  in  April,  1830. 

"The  St.  George's  Society  of  New  York  was  estab- 
lished in  the  year  1786,  immediately  after  the  date  of 
the  introduction  prefixed. 

"It  arose  from  the  congenial  feelings  of  some  native 
English  then  settled  here,  who  felt,  that  though  this 
was  to  be  their  permanent  residence,  they  could  not 
restrain  the  gratifying  recollections  of  their  native  land, 
or  be  unmindful  of  the  condition  of  any  who  might 
resort  to  their  vicinity  in  a  state  of  indigence  or  dis- 
tress. 

"They  formed  a  band  who  should  delight  in  period- 
ical meetings,  with  a  view  of  cherishing  social  inter- 
course among  themselves,  and  devising  means  for  the 
relief  and  happiness  of  others. 

"The  most  prominent  character  in  organizing  the 
Society  was  Mr.  John  Wilkes,  a  true-born  Englishman, 
with  a  heart  full  of  kindness  and  abounding  in  all  the 
social  affections,  whose  worth,  justly  appreciated  as 
it  was  by  numerous  and  respectable  connections,  soon 
created  subscribers  to  a  constitution,  and  the  English 
of  character,  finding  their  way  hither,  almost  without 
exception  became  members,  either  permanent  or  hon- 
orary, according  as  their  residence  was  either  fixed 
or  transient. 

"Although  it  is  said  that  this  Society  was  established 
in  1786,  yet,  as  there  had  existed  one  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  with  the  same  title  and  of  somewhat 
similar  character,  it  was  resolved  in  the  following  year 
to  make  eligible  and  to  invite,  as  new  members,  any 
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of  the  antecedent  Association,  or  their  immediate  de- 
scendants or  friends,  though  natives  of  this  country, 
who  might  be  desirous  of  enrolling  themselves,  and 
thus  evincing  respect  for  the  land  of  their  ancestors 
and  manifesting  their  sentiments  of  charity  and  be- 
nevolence. 

"The  few  lines  of  introduction  to  these  sheets  were 
from  the  pen  of  the  late  Richard  Harison,  Esq.,  of  this 
city,  to  whose  memory,  whether  we  regard  individual 
worth  or  professional  renown,  every  tribute  of  respect, 
every  token  of  our  esteem  is  due.  Of  capacious  mind 
and  expanded  imagination,  it  was  natural  that  the 
associations  he  indulged  in  should  draw  and  fix  his 
admiration  upon  the  land  whence  were  derived  the 
precepts  which  had  been  the  subjects  of  his  ardent 
and  unwearied  studies,  and  that  with  this  enlightened 
bias,  he  should  look  with  a  friendly  eye  and  a  feeling 
heart  toward  an  institution  of  this  character,  and  he 
became  of  the  Society. 

"In  like  manner,  a  most  exemplary  and  estimable 
personage,  long  since  deceased,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Moore, 
afterward  the  venerated  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  was 
an  early,  cheerful  and  efficient  member,  long  acting  as 
one  of  the  Charitable  Committee. 

"The  expressive  motto  on  the  seal  of  the  Society 
was  of  his  selection: 

"  'Let  Mercy  be  our  Boast  and  Shame  our  only  Fear.' 

"The  present  members  of  the  St.  George's  Society, 
united  as  all  preceding  them  have  been,  in  the  bonds  of 
charity  and  good-will,  feel  grateful  for  the  aid  their 
cause  has  received  from  their  own  countrymen  and 
from  so  many  distinguished  citizens  of  the  State. 
Their  institution  rears  its  structure  upon  the  basis  of 
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benevolence  and  love  of  country,  and  ought  to  be 
supported  by  every  native  of  character  who  lands  upon 
the  American  shore.  It  is  their  determination  to 
dispense  what  good  may  be  in  their  power,  and  although 
most  of  them  have  made  their  homes  in  this,  their 
adopted  country,  they  cannot  cease  to  venerate  that 
of  their  forefathers,  or  rejoice  in  holding  up  the  vir- 
tuous characters  to  whom  it  has  given  birth,  as  ex- 
amples for  emulation." 

Original  Constitution  Lost  and  Found 

The  Book  of  Minutes,  containing  the  earliest  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society,  commencing  April  16th,  1823, 
mentions  that  the  original  Constitution  was  then  lost, 
probably  at  the  same  time  and  under  the  same  circum- 
stances as  the  first  Book  of  Minutes  disappeared.  At 
a  meeting  held  about  the  same  time  a  resolution  was 
adopted  authorizing  the  Secretary  to  advertise  for  it 
in  the  Evening  Post  and  the  New  York  Gazette.  Whether 
this  effort  to  regain  it  was  successful  or  not  does  not 
clearly  appear,  but,  as  the  result  of  diligent  search 
and  careful  inquiry,  a  copy  of  the  Rules  was  fortunately 
discovered  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  J.  H.  V.  Cockcroft, 
a  grandson  of  James  Cockcroft  who  had  been  elected 
in  1787  a  member  of  the  Society.  It  was  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Society  by  the  courtesy  of  its  owner 
and  a  fac-simile  of  this  most  interesting  document  will 
be  found  in  the  appendix  to  the  present  work.  It  will 
assuredly  appeal  to  the  historical  sense  of  the  members 
of  the  St.  George's  Society,  since  it  is  the  earliest 
charter  in  existence  not  only  of  their  liberties  but  also 
of  their  duties  and  privileges  as  a  charitable  and  social 
brotherhood. 
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The  unfortunate  and  irreparable  loss  of  the  first 
Minutes  renders  it  impossible  to  give  any  history  of  the 
youth  of  the  Society  and  it  cannot  now  be 
1786-1824  ascertained  if  any  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution were  adopted  within  that  period. 

One  or  two  very  meagre  details  have,  however, 
been  preserved  from  the  Treasurer's  books  for  1809  to 
1812,  1815  to  1819,  and  from  subscription  lists  for  the 
annual  dinners  in  1819  and  1822.  According  to  these 
it  would  appear  that  at  some  time  previous  to  1809 
the  dues  from  members  had  been  changed  from  an 
annual  subscription  of  thirty  shillings,  to  an  initiation  fee 
and  annual  subscription  of  five  dollars  respectively,  and 
that  in  1816  the  initiation  fee  was  raised  to  ten  dollars. 

In  1815  it  is  recorded  over  the  signature  of  the 
Secretary,  Thomas  Proctor,  that  "during  the  war  no 
annual  meetings  were  called,"  and  that  at  a 
1815  meeting  held  at  the  Bank  Coffee  House  on 
April  3rd  of  the  same  year,  a  resolution  was 
passed  making  it  optional  for  members  to  pay  their 
arrears. 

Change  of  Name 

From  the  Minute  Book  commencing  April  16th, 
1823,  already  referred  to,  it  appears  that  the  name  of 

the  Society  was  changed  in  the  year  1824,  from 
1824     the   "Society    of      St.    George"    to    the    "St. 

George's  Society  of  New  York."  Provision  had 
also  been  made  for  the  election  of  Life  Members 
on  the  payment  of  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty 
dollars,  which,  together  with  any  donations  received, 
was  to  constitute  a  Permanent  Fund  and  the  interest 
thereon  alone  was  to  be  used  in  charity.     The  dates 
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of  the  quarterly  meetings  had  also  been  changed  from 
the  23rd  of  January,  April,  July  and  October,  to  the 
10th  day  of  those  months,  the  number  of  the  Stewards 
increased  from  four  to  six,  the  fine  for  absence  at  the 
Annual  Dinner  and  at  the  quarterly  meetings  had  been 
abolished  and  a  set  of  Bye-Laws  framed  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Society,  which  have  been  maintained  up 
to  the  present  time  substantially  as  they  were  originally 
drawn. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  January  10th,  1825, 
the  following  additional  article  was  unanimously 
adopted  and  added  to  the  Constitution:     "No     1825 
alteration   shall   be   made   in   this   constitution 
unless  such  alteration  shall  have  been  proposed  at  a 
previous  quarterly  meeting." 

Friendly  Relations  with  Kindred  Societies 

Two  years  later,  Thomas  Dixon,  Esq.,  who  was  then 
in  the  President's  chair,  received  an  invitation  from 
the  St.  Andrew's  Society,  to  be  present  at 
their  annual  banquet,  but,  owing  to  his  1827-28 
absence  in  Canada,  he  was  unfortunately 
compelled  to  decline  the  friendly  invitation.  In  the 
following  year,  however,  the  President  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  accept  a  similar  honour  offered  to  him  by  the 
Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Patrick.  From  the  prominence 
given  in  the  minutes  to  these  incidents  it  would  appear 
that  this  was  the  commencement  of  a  practice,  since 
so  happily  followed,  of  inviting  the  Presidents  of  each 
of  these  sister  societies  to  be  present  at  the  annual 
banquets  given  by  the  others.  It  may  be  worth  noting 
also  that,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  another  addition 
to  the  personnel  of  the  Society's  officers  was  made  by 
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the  passing  of  another  amendment  providing  for  the 
election  of  one  or  more  physicians. 

Attempt  to  Aid  Immigrants 

In  1830  a  motion  was  put  forward  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 

Wain wright,  "that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 

into  consideration  the  expediency  of  establish- 

1830  ing  in  this  City,  an  English  Emigrant  Office, 
under  the  patronage  of  this  Society,  for  the 

purpose  of  giving  advice  and  assistance  to  persons 
newly  arrived  in  this  country,  and  if  expedient  to  re- 
port a  plan  for  carrying  the  design  into  effect."  This 
having  been  readily  carried,  a  committee  of  five  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  and  in  June  of  the 
same  year  a  report  was  presented  recommending  the 
establishment  of  such  an  office.  In  January  of  the 
next  year  this  laudable  effort  had  to  be  abandoned 
as  the  committee  found  themselves  unable  to  raise  the 
funds  necessary  for  carrying  out  the  project. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  quorum  at  the  quarterly 

meetings  appears  to  have  received  the  attention  of  the 

officers  at  this  time,  and  in  1831  a  motion  was 

1831  made  to  amend  the  Constitution  so  as  to  make 
nine  a  quorum,  but  the  proposition  was  nega- 
tived, as  likewise  was  a  motion  of  the  same  date  to 
prevent  the  re-election  of  the  President,  Vice-Presi- 
dents, and  Secretaries.  In  this  same  year  an  effort 
was  made  to  amend  the  clause  in  the  Constitution 
relating  to  the  Secretaries,  by  making  it  read  two 
Secretaries  in  place  of  Secretary  and  Assistant  Secre- 
tary. This  was  not  successful,  but  a  motion  to  reduce 
the  number  of  the  Stewards  from  six  to  four,  made  at 
the  same  meeting,  was  adopted. 
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Financial  Worries 

In  January,  1835,  the  Treasurer's  report  showed  a 
debit  balance  of  $264.06  against  the  Charitable  Fund, 
and  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to 
devise  means  for  replenishing  that  fund.  At  a  1835 
subsequent  special  meeting  held  in  the  following 
month  the  committee  stated  that,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution,  "they  discovered  that  the 
only  constitutional  power  they  possessed  of  enlarging 
the  charitable  or  disposable  fund  consisted  in  obtaining 
new  members,"  and  the  matter  was  then  dropped.  An 
informal  resolution,  however,  was  passed  by  the  meet- 
ing to  the  effect  that  each  member  should  exert  his 
influence  with  those  of  his  acquaintances  who  were 
eligible  to  obtain  their  consent  to  be  proposed  as 
members  of  the  Society  at  their  next  meeting.  Follow- 
ing up  this  idea  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed  at 
a  special  meeting  held  in  March,  1835,  "to  collect  and 
present  at  a  future  meeting  of  the  Society,  the  names 
of  Englishmen,  residents  and  such  others  as  are  eligible 
to  become  members  of  the  Society."  The  task  of  this 
Committee  seems  to  have  been  so  successfully  accom- 
plished that,  at  the  next  regular  meeting  on  April  10th, 
sixteen  new  members  were  proposed  and  afterwards 
elected.  At  a  special  meeting,  held  within  the  next 
week,  a  slight  alteration  was  made  in  the  fifth  Bye-law. 
Under  the  original  form  of  this,  it  had  been  provided 
that  the  expenses  of  the  guests  at  the  annual  dinner 
should  be  borne  by  the  Society.  The  new  amendment 
struck  out  the  words,  "the  charge  of  whom  shall  be 
borne  by  the  Society,"  and  substituted  for  them,  "but 
no  expense  attending  the  dinner  shall  be  chargeable 
to  the  Charitable  or  Permanent  Fund." 
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Qualifications  for  Membership 

The  second  article  of  the  Constitution  defining  who 
were  eligible  for  membership  was  likewise  amended  at 
the  same  meeting,  and  made  to  read  as  follows: 

"The  following  persons  may  be  admitted  members 
of  the  Society: 

"1.  A  native  of  England. 

"2.  A  son  of  a  native. 

"3.  A  grandson  of  a  native. 

"4.  British  officers  and  their  sons,  wherever  born. 

"5.  Natives  of  British  Territories  who  may  be  sons  or  grandsons  of  Englishmen. 

The  minutes  of  April  10th,  1835,  state  that  a  com- 
mittee had  been  appointed  "to  prepare  for  the  press 
a  list  of  members  with  the  Constitution  and  Bye-Laws 
of  the  Society,  and  that  500  copies  of  the  same  be 
printed  as  early  as  practicable.  This  duly  appeared  in 
pamphlet  form,  giving  the  articles  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Society,  revised  to  February  4th,  1836,  and  also 
a  sketch  of  the  origin  and  design  of  the  Society  to- 
gether with  a  list  of  the  members.  A  copy  of  this 
pamphlet  is  preserved  in  the  rooms  of  the  Society  at 
108  Broad  Street  and  is  of  interest  as  being,  in  a  way, 
the  forerunner  of  the  present  volume. 

The  same  minutes  record  that  "the  committee  be 
instructed  to  draw  up  an  address  expressive  of  the 
nature,  wants,  and  claims  of  the  Society,  and  that  a 
copy  thereof  and  of  the  list  of  members  be  transmitted 
to  such  persons  as  may,  by  membership  or  otherwise, 
be  likely  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  Society." 
This  committee,  consisting  of  Joseph  Fowler,  James 
Chesterman,  Charles  Edwards,  Moses  Isaacs,  and  Dr. 
Bartlett,  presented  their  report  at  the  meeting  of  the 
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Society,  held  on  January  11th,  1836.  The  following  is 
an  extract: 

"A  scheme  which  has  for  its  object  the  benefit  of 
one's  fellow  creatures  never  fails  to  awaken  in  the  breast 
of  the  philanthropist  a  lively  interest  in  its  favour. 
To  the  humane  and  benevolent,  therefore,  no  apology 
for  the  members  of  the  St.  George's  Society  will  be 
required  for  placing  before  them  some  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  an  institution  which  its  officers  have  reason 
to  believe  has  been  sometimes  misrepresented  and  is 
not  generally  well  understood. 

"Half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  formation  of 
this  Society,  and  it  has  been  continued  with  little 
interruption  in  useful,  though  not  extensive  operation 
to  the  present  day.  An  erroneous  idea  has  prevailed, 
and  which  may  not  in  every  instance  have  been  re- 
moved, that  the  funds  of  the  Society  have  been  lavished 
at  the  festive  board.  This  is  not  true.  The  annual 
dinner  is  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  members  who 
partake  of  it,  and  in  some  instances  a  surplus  of  money, 
arising  from  the  subscriptions  to  it,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  Treasury  Box  of  the  Society.  If  some- 
times at  a  meeting  the  social  glass  and  the  national 
song  have  found  a  place,  all  will  agree  that  it  was  in 
good  keeping  with  natural  feeling,  and  few  will  be 
found  to  condemn  the  practice.  For  the  more  ex- 
tensive usefulness  of  the  Society  the  great  want  is,  in 
plain  language — money.  There  are  other  means,  how- 
ever, by  which  great  service  may  be  rendered,  such  as 
seeking  out  proper  objects  and  examining  the  cases 
of  applicants  for  relief,  certificates  of  which  will 
always  be  cheerfully  attended  to  by  any  member 
of  the  Charitable    Committee,    whose    duty    may   be 
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thereby  rendered  less  burdensome  and  its  performance 
facilitated. 

"The  great  claim  on  the  members,  and  on  those 
who  may,  by  becoming  members,  or  in  any  other  way, 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  doing  good,  is — their  countrymen 
in  distress,  strangers  in  a  strange  land, — and  although 
few  have  it  in  their  power  to  relieve  every  case,  to  the 
credit  of  humanity  be  it  said,  fewer  still  is  the  number 
of  those  who  can  look  on  such  a  scene  with  cold  in- 
difference. It  need  hardly  here  be  stated  that  the 
cases  which  call  for  charitable  aid  are  numerous. 
Those  who,  urged  by  philanthropy,  or  in  the  course  of 
their  duty  as  officers  of  some  charitable  institution, 
have  made  a  winter's  walk  through  the  narrow  streets 
and  by-lanes  of  this  large  city — those  and  those  only 
can  duly  appreciate  the  value  of  a  few  dollars,  or  what 
good  even  a  single  dollar  may  sometimes  effect  in  the 
garret,  the  cellar,  and  the  hovel,  when  properly  dis- 
tributed and  seasonably  applied.  It  is  not  so  much 
the  common  beggar,  whose  home  is  in  every  street  and 
at  everybody's  door,  who  claims  the  attention  of  the 
Charitable  Committee;  it  is  more  frequently  the  silent 
sufferer  who  has  seen  better  days;  assistance  to  whom, 
when  administered  with  delicacy,  comes  nearer  the 
heart  of  both  him  who  gives  and  him  who  receives. 
Benevolence  is  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  Society,  the 
every-day  work  of  the  Charitable  Committee,  and 
may  it  not  shine  forth  once  a  year  through  the  fellow- 
ship of  that  band,  united  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  means 
which  may  keep  the  hands  of  Charity  in  constant 
exercise?" 

The  address  concluded  with  an  appeal  to  all  who  were 
charitably  disposed  to  assist  the  Society,   either  by 
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becoming  members,  if  eligible,  or  by  subscribing  to  its 
funds;  but  the  success  attending  its  circulation  was 
apparently  limited,  since  at  the  April  quarterly  meeting 
of  the  same  year  the  question  how  to  increase  the 
membership  was  again  considered,  and  a  committee  of 
eighteen  was  appointed  to  promote  this  object.  Also 
at  this  meeting  a  committee  of  five,  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent was  subsequently  added,  was  selected  to  devise 
means  for  increasing  the  Permanent  Fund.  The 
records  fail  to  show  what  success  attended  the  efforts 
of  the  first  named  committee,  but  the  second  would 
seem  to  have  taken  up  the  subject  vigorously,  for  in 
January  of  the  following  year  they  were  able  to  report 
a  substantial  addition  to  the  Permanent  Fund  of  the 
Society. 

The  Fiftieth  Anniversary 

The  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Society  naturally 
filled  the  members  with  enthusiasm  and  made  the 
dinner  of  that  year  one  of  unique  interest.  The  cele- 
bration which  took  place  in  Mr.  W.  Niblo's  saloon, 
afterwards  Niblo's  Theatre,  was  attended  by  nearly  a 
hundred  and  fifty  members  and  their  friends.  The 
occasion,  fraught  with  so  much  importance  in  the 
annals  of  the  Society,  passed  off  with  great  eclat.  The 
stir  it  produced  was  so  widespread  that  The  Albion 
newspaper  actually  devoted  a  whole  page  of  its  news 
in  order  to  give  the  event  due  prominence.  The 
following  quotations  are  taken  from  the  opening  speech 
of  the  President,  Joseph  Fowler,  Esq. 

In  the  first  of  these  he  gives  timely  expression  to 
that  good  taste  and  kindly  feeling  that  have  ever  been 
characteristic  of  the  Society.     "I  hardly  know  how  to 
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give  utterance  to  the  sentiments  which  crowd  into  my 
mind,  on  this,  to  the  Sons  of  St.  George,  most  inter- 
esting occasion,  and  I  shall  do  but  justice  to  the  pur- 
poses of  the  assembly,  when  I  say,  that  it  is  not  for 
mere  pageantry — that  it  is  not  with  feelings  of  vanity 
or  ostentation — but  with  hearts  feelingly  open  to  every 
sentiment  of  benevolence  and  patriotism,  that  we  have 
this  day  met  to  commemorate  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  our  Society — to  celebrate  our  Jubilee.".  .  . 

"On  an  occasion  so  fitting,  none  will  withhold  the 
tribute  of  affection  due  to  the  founders  of  this  Society — 
to  those  true-born,  warm-hearted  Englishmen  who, 
more  than  half  a  century  ago,  gave  to  this  Institution 
its  starting  impulse — and  who,  to  use  the  expressive 
language  of  a  worthy  member  who  contributed  to  that 
impulse  and  is  yet  with  us,  'formed  a  band  who  should 
delight  in  periodical  meetings,  with  the  view  of  cher- 
ishing social  intercourse  among  themselves  and  devising 
means  for  the  relief  and  happiness  of  others.' ' 

The  Society  and  the  City  Corporation 

In  1837  the  funds  of  the  Society  were  again  quite 
inadequate  to  relieve  the  wants  of  many  applicants. 
A  committee  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
1837  asking  a  donation  from  the  Corporation  of  the 
city  in  order  to  meet  the  serious  calls  made  upon 
the  Society.  This  application  was  presented  in  due 
course  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  accompanied  by  a 
petition  signed  by  prominent  members  of  the  Society, 
but  the  Board  declined  to  make  any  contribution. 

Undeterred  by  this  refusal  the  committee  worked 
on,  and  by  means  of  private  subscriptions  from  members 
endeavoured  to  procure  the  needed  funds.    Mr.  James 
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Boorman  having  offered  $500  on  condition  that  an 
additional  $1,000  was  secured,  a  special  subscription 
was  set  on  foot  which  resulted  in  the  collection  of  over 
$1,600.  About  $1,200  was  spent  in  the  immediate  relief 
of  170  individuals  and  families,  and  the  balance  was 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Charitable  Fund.  The 
Collecting  Committee  appointed  for  this  special  work 
was  then  dissolved  after  receiving  the  cordial  thanks 
of  the  Society  for  its  successful  exertions. 

A  St.  George's  Day  in  New  York 

Under  the  above  heading  a  very  full  account  of  the 
celebrations  of  this  year  was  published  in  The  Albion. 
The  following  remarks  are  taken  from  the  news- 
paper in  question:  1838 

"The  twenty -third  of  April  was  a  proud  day 
for  the  Sons  of  St.  George.  ...  It  was  ushered  in  by 
the  arrival  of  the  noble  Sirius  steaming  the  latest  tidings 
from  their  native  shores.  At  the  earliest  break  of  day 
the  Stewards  of  St.  George's  Festival  repaired  on 
board  this  cunning  and  adventurous  craft,  to  greet  and 
welcome  the  gallant  commander  and  his  crew." 

Later  in  the  day  the  Great  Western  on  its  voyage 
from  Bristol  came  to  anchor  in  the  East  River.  These 
two  arrivals  naturally  created  unusual  excitement,  as 
they  solved  the  problem  of  successfully  navigating  the 
Atlantic  by  steam  power.  There  was  also  a  local 
cause  for  rejoicing,  as  on  this  day  the  banks  of  the 
City  of  New  York  resumed  specie  payment  after  a 
suspension  of  nearly  a  year.  "Under  such  happy 
auspices  did  the  Sons  of  St.  George  assemble  to  cele- 
brate the  fifty-second  anniversary  of  their  benevolent 
Institution." 


46  ST.  GEORGE'S  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  YORK 

The  anniversary  dinner  was  held  at  the  Carlton 
House  at  the  corner  of  Leonard  Street  and  Broadway, 
and  among  the  guests  were  the  commanders  of  the 
Sirius  and  the  Great  Western,  Lieutenant  Roberts,  R.N. 
and  Lieutenant  Hoskin,  R.N.  Among  the  toasts 
drunk  was  one  in  honour  of  this  memorable  event.  It 
was  given  in  these  terms: 

"Success  to  the  two  great  steamship  companies  in 
their  endeavours  to  form  a  more  speedy  communication 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States." 

Act  of  Incorporation 

A  committee,  appointed  to  increase  the  Permanent 
Fund,  put  forward  at  this  time  a  recommendation 
relating  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Society.  This 
matter  was  taken  up  for  discussion  at  a  general  meeting 
and  a  new  committee  of  three  was  chosen  to  carry  the 
plan  into  effect.  This  committee  reported  in  January, 
1840  that,  with  the  kindness  and  assistance  of  friends, 
they  had  been  enabled  to  obtain  the  following  Act  of 
Incorporation,  passed  on  March  23rd,  1838. 

"The  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in 
Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

1.  Anthony  Barclay,  Joseph  Fowler,  Charles  Ed- 
wards, Rev.  Manton  Eastburn,  and  such  other  persons 
as  now  or  may  hereafter  become  associated  with  them, 
are  hereby  constituted  a  body  corporate  by  the  name 
of  the  St.  George's  Society  of  New  York. 

2.  The  objects  of  said  Society  are  benevolent  and  to 
afford  relief  to  the  indigent  natives  of  England,  their 
wives  and  children. 

3.  The  corporation  shall  have  power  to  make  by- 
laws, rules  and  regulations  for  the  admission  of  its 
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members  and  their  government,  the  election  of  its 
officers  and  their  duty  and  government,  the  expelling 
any  of  its  members  for  not  obeying  its  laws,  and  for 
the  safe  keeping  of  its  property  and  funds. 

4.  The  said  corporation  may  purchase  and  hold  real 
and  personal  estate,  but  the  annual  income  of  the  said 
real  and  personal  estate  which  the  said  corporation 
may  at  any  one  time  hold  shall  not  exceed  five  thousand 
dollars. 

5.  The  said  corporation  shall  possess  the  general 
powers  and  be  subjected  to  the  general  restrictions  and 
liabilities  presented  in  the  third  title  of  the  eighteenth 
chapter  of  the  first  part  of  the  revised  Statutes." 

The  committee  having  been  advised  that  a  resolution 
had  better  appear  on  the  minutes  of  the  Society  at 
some  general  meeting  showing  that  this  Act  was  ac- 
cepted and  recognized,  the  following  resolution  was 
accordingly  prepared  and  adopted: 

"This  Society  having  been  incorporated  under  its 
present  style  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

Resolved:  That  such  Act  be  accepted  and  recog- 
nition revert  back  to  the  time  when  the  said  Act 
became  a  law,  and  so  as  to  cover  all  the  proceedings 
from  that  period,  and  all  future  proceedings  of  the 
Society,  and  be  binding  on  all  its  then  and  present 
and  future  members." 

A  Great  Charity  Concert 

The  funds  available  for  distribution  would  seem  at 
this  period  to  have  been  unusually  low.  A  motion 
was  laid  before  a  meeting  in  October,  1838,  to  make 
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arrangements    for    giving    a   Charity    Ball    but    this 

was  dropped  and  a  concert   recommended 

1839-40     instead.      This    took    place    in    the     City 

Hotel   on   February   5,    1839,    and    yielded 

nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  efforts  to  obtain  outside  help  were  afterwards 
repeated,  and  on  December  23,  1840,  another  concert, 
on  a  much  more  ambitious  scale,  was  given  at  the 
National  Opera  House.  The  advent  of  this  concert 
was  proclaimed  in  the  advertisements  of  The  Albion  in 
the  following  glowing  terms: 

"On  this  occasion  the  stage  will  present  a  coup  d'oeil 
of  a  most  imposing  description  and  which  for  arrange- 
ments and  adaptation  for  the  purpose  will  be  without 
a  parallel  in  the  United  States."  Another  statement, 
taken  from  the  same  source,  will  strike  the  present 
day  reader  as  somewhat  novel:  "The  greatest  care 
has  been  taken  to  obviate  the  scruples  of  those  who 
from  conscientious  motives  do  not  generally  visit  a 
theatre." 

The  success  of  this  concert  was  largely  due  to  the 
eminence  of  the  artists  who  volunteered  their  services, 
amongst  them  being  the  veteran  Braham  who  sang, 
"The  Death  of  Nelson"  and  "The  Bay  of  Biscay." 
From  a  financial  point  of  view  the  concert  also  came 
up  to  the  most  sanguine  expectations  and  the  sum  of 
$1,300  was  handed  over  to  the  Society  after  all  expenses 
had  been  paid.  The  Albion  in  concluding  its  descrip- 
tion of  the  evening,  remarked  that,  "If  ever  there  was 
a  doubt  as  to  the  stability  of  the  building,  Wednes- 
day evening  must  have  dispelled  it,  as  it  was  a 
perfect  cram  wheresoever  a  human  being  could  be 
placed." 
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Diploma  of  Membership 

The  membership  of  the  St.  George's  Society  has 
always  been  esteemed  a  worthy  honour  and  this  feeling 
was  evinced  by  the  fact  that  at  a  meeting  on  October 
18th,  1840,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  form 
of  membership  to  be  issued  to  members.  A  design  was 
prepared  by  Messrs.  Rawdon,  Wright  and  Hatch,  en- 
gravers, and  this  was  accepted  as  suitable  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  The  form  and  wording  of  this  diploma 
are  not  given,  nor  is  there  any  indication  appearing  in 
the  minutes  of  what  they  consisted.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  this  diploma  was  the  same  as  the  Certifi- 
cate of  Membership  still  in  use,  a  copy  of  which  will 
be  found  further  on  in  this  volume. 

Birth  of  Prince  of  Wales 

The  birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  1841,  called 
forth  a  motion  to  give  a  ball  in  honour  of  the  event, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements.  No  record  of  the  sue-  1841 
cess  attending  the  ball  is  given,  except  in  a 
paragraph  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Charitable  Com- 
mittee where  it  is  stated  that  the  sum  of  $700  was 
realized  from  the  ball. 

Office  of  Almoner 

Until  the  year  1842  the  work  of  inquiring  into  the 
merits  of  the  numerous  applicants  for  relief  rested 
entirely  with  the  individual  members  of  the 
Charitable  Committee.  At  the  January  meet-  1842 
ing  of  that  year,  however,  a  motion  was  brought 
forward,  "That  the  President  ex-officio  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Charitable  Committee  in  addition  to  the 
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number  of  which  the  Committee  at  present  consists, 
and  that  he  shall  have  the  same  power  to  dispense 
money  in  charity,  as  is  now  allowed  by  the  rules  to 
members  of  the  Charitable  Committee.  And  that  in 
addition  such  committee  shall  be  empowered  to  appoint 
a  trusty  person  to  visit  and  report  to  them  who  are 
and  who  are  not  proper  objects  for  the  relief  of  the 
Society,  and  to  remunerate  the  said  person  for  his 
trouble  in  making  such  report."  This  was  adopted  at 
the  next  meeting  and  was  the  initial  step  in  the  pro- 
curing of  a  salaried  Almoner,  an  office  which,  with 
one  temporary  interruption,  has  since  been  con- 
tinued with  marked  advantage  to  the  interests  of  the 
Society. 

In    1844    an   unfortunate   episode   occurred   in   the 

abrupt  withdrawal  of  the  President  of  this  Society 

from  a  dinner  given  by  the  Friendly  Sons  of  St. 

1844  Patrick.     From  the  prominence  attached  to  it 
in  the  minutes,  the  incident  would  seem  to  have 

produced  considerable  feeling  and  excitement  at  the 
time.  The  cause  of  the  President's  withdrawal  was  in 
reference  to  the  question  of  making  the  "Repeal  of  the 
Union,"  one  of  the  toasts  which  he  would  have  had  to 
honour  in  his  official  capacity  if  he  had  remained  in 
the  banquet-room. 

Queen  Victoria's  Portrait 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year  a  committee  was  given 

full  power  to  obtain  for  the  Society,  a  portrait  of  Her 

Majesty,  Queen  Victoria,  and  they  were  also 

1845  authorized  to  raise  by  subscription  the  funds 
needed  to  secure  it.     An  attempt  was  made  to 

get  Mr.  Partridge  to  copy  his  celebrated  portrait  of  the 
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Queen,  but  the  price  asked  was  more  than  the  com- 
mittee felt  warranted  in  spending.  Negotiations  were 
then  entered  into  with  Mr.  Carden,  Her  Majesty's  own 
artist,  to  execute  a  replica  of  Winterhalter's  portrait 
in  Windsor  Castle.  The  outcome  of  this  was  that  the 
picture  was  obtained  and  presented  by  the  Committee 
to  the  Society  at  a  special  meeting  held  on  St.  George's 
Day  in  1852.  From  that  time  until  the  death  of  the 
Queen  in  1901,  it  was  displayed  at  every  banquet  of 
the  Society.  It  was  then  lent  to  the  Hamilton  Hotel 
Company  in  Bermuda,  on  the  condition  that  they 
would  display  it  in  a  suitable  manner. 

On  April  2nd,  1846,  a  special  meeting  was  called  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  consolidating  the  British  Protective 
Emigrant  Society  with  the  St.  George's  Society.  1846 
The  Committee  which  was  appointed  to  consider 
this  presented  a  report  advising  against  the  proposed 
amalgamation,  and  the  subject  was  dropped. 

St.  George's  day  in  1847  was  celebrated  in  very 
prosaic  form  by  the  Society.  At  the  previous  meeting 
the  Society  had  agreed  to  dispense  with  the 
dinner  in  consequence  of  the  distressed  condition  1847 
of  Ireland  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  but  Mr. 
Thomas  Warren  pointed  out  that;  "The  repugnance  of 
the  members  of  the  Society  generally  to  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  dinner  is  apparent  from  the  fact,  that,  on 
this  day,  there  are  to  be  no  less  than  four  different 
dinners  of  the  members  at  various  places,  without  the 
union,  conviviality,  sanction,  or  respectability  of  an 
ordinary  public  dinner  of  the  Saint  George's  Society." 
Considerable  dissatisfaction  seems  to  have  been  caused 
by  "the  lack  of  courtesy  evinced  by  the  Society  in  not 
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earlier  notifying  the  Stewards  of  an  intention  to  forego 
the  annual  anniversary."  This  rather  militant  resolu- 
tion was  eventually  dropped  and  another  one  of  a 
conciliatory  nature  carried.  In  it  the  Society  assured 
the  Stewards  that  the  omission  of  the  festivities  "origin- 
ated only  in  honest  motives,"  and  it  was  further  hoped 
that  "the  Stewards  will  so  regard  the  action  of  the 
preceding  meeting,  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
the  Society  was  placed,  to  have  been  admissible  as  a 
matter  of  necessity  rather  than  of  choice."  At  the 
same  meeting  there  was  a  general  feeling  that  extra 
subscriptions  should  be  asked  for  in  aid  of  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund,  and  a  committee  of  seven  was  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  out.  Their  efforts  met 
with  very  little  success  and,  at  a  subsequent  meeting, 
they  declared  that  it  was  with  deep  and  lasting  regret 
that  they  were  "obliged  to  report  that  the  very  small 
sum  of  $186  is  all  that  has  been  received."  Such  a 
paltry  sum  being  totally  insufficient  to  meet  the  im- 
mediate needs  of  the  Society,  a  new  committee  of 
seven  was  selected  to  make  a  more  extended  effort  to 
fill  the  empty  coffers,  but  the  records  fail  to  show  what 
success  was  the  outcome  of  this.  At  any  rate  the  end 
of  the  year  found  things  looking  very  black  from  a 
financial  point  of  view.  The  President  stated  at  the 
December  meeting  that  they  had  an  exhausted  Treas- 
ury and  that  the  Charitable  Committee  had  communi- 
cated to  him,  "the  painful  fact  that  they  were  not  only 
without  funds  wherewith  to  relieve  the  many  pressing 
applications  which  are  made  to  them  at  the  present 
inclement  season  of  the  year,  but  that  the  Society's 
account  with  the  Treasurer  had  been  already  over- 
drawn to  a  considerable  amount." 
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The  funds  of  the  Society  continuing  to  be  insufficient, 
unusual  efforts  were  made  to  increase  them,  and  in 
April,  1848,  advantage  was  taken  of  the  anni- 
versary to  hold  a  special  service  at  Trinity  1848 
Church  at  which,  after  an  address  suitable  to 
the  occasion,  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wainwright,  a 
collection  was  made  which  amounted  to  $111.60.  The 
sum  thus  realized  was  handed  over  to  the  Charitable 
Fund.  The  practice,  then  for  the  first  time  started, 
of  attending  divine  service  at  Trinity  Church  was 
followed  for  several  years  afterwards,  but  was  dropped 
as  a  regular  custom  in  1853.  Since  then,  however, 
attendance  at  Trinity  Church  has  always  been  re- 
garded by  the  Society  as  a  seemly  duty  upon  special 
occasions. 

Another  special  committee,  appointed  at  the  quar- 
terly meeting  held  April  10th,  1848,  "to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  best  mode  to  make  known  to  British 
subjects  resident  in  New  York,  the  object  and  design 
of  St.  George's  Society,  and  to  obtain  an  accession  of 
members,"  resulted  in  a  lengthy  report  being  presented 
at  the  next  meeting  on  April  17th.  This  contained  a 
number  of  recommendations  for  the  more  prompt  col- 
lection of  the  dues  from  the  members  and  a  more 
economical  distribution  of  the  funds.  On  a  motion, 
dealing  with  this  report,  it  was  resolved:  "That  a 
Finance  Committee  be  forthwith  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  superintend  the  investment  of  the 
Society's  funds  accumulating  from  time  to  time,  inclu- 
sive of  the  sum  now  in  the  Treasurer's  hands,  and 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  collect  the  arrears  due  from 
members  in  a  prompt  and  effective  manner."  The 
decision  was  also  arrived  at,  that  the  office  of  Almoner 
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should  be  abolished  and  notice  was  given  to  amend 
the  Constitution  so  as  to  provide  that  in  the  future  all 
subscriptions  and  donations  should  be  added  to  the 
Permanent  Fund,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Charity 
should  be  empowered  to  spend  only  the  interest  that 
accrued  from  any  such  fund. 

The  final  form  of  the  resolution  runs  as  follows: 
"All  subscriptions  and  donations  are  to  be  added  to 
the  Permanent  Stock  of  the  Institution,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Charity  are  authorized  to  expend  only  a  sum 
equal  to  the  interest  derived  from  said  fund;  nor  shall 
the  Treasurer  advance  any  sums  to  be  disposed  of  in 
charity  beyond  the  actual  means  derived  from  said 
interest."  This  resolution,  however,  was  subsequently 
rescinded  by  a  unanimous  vote  at  the  quarterly  meeting 
held  January  10th,  1849. 

Union    with    the    British    Protective    Emigrant 
Society 

At  the  meeting  held  May  4,  1848,  a  proposal  for 
uniting  the  British  Protective  Emigrant  Society  with 
the  St.  George's  Society  was  brought  forward  for  con- 
sideration. The  amalgamation  of  the  two  societies 
was  advocated  by  the  Committee  appointed  to  discuss 
the  matter  and  the  following  Articles  agreed  to: 

1.  "That  the  above  named  Societies  be  united. 

2.  That  the  functions  of  the  British  Protective 
Emigrant  Society  be  hereafter  managed  by  a 
committee  of  twelve,  and  be  designated  the 
British  Protective  Emigrant  Committee,  with 
power  to  form  rules  and  regulations  for  carrying 
out  the  objects  for  which  the  B.  P.  E.  Society 
was  established. 
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3.  That  the  above  committee  shall  consist  one  half 
members  of  St.  George's  Society  and  the  other 
half  members  of  the  B.  P.  E.  Society  at  the  date 
of  its  union  with  St.  George's,  or  of  persons  in 
future  subscribing  not  less  than  five  dollars  per 
annum  for  the  purpose  of  said  British  Protective 
Emigrant  Committee,  although  not  members  of 
St.  George's  Society  nor  eligible  to  be  elected 
thereto.  Said  committee  shall  be  elected  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  St.  George's  Society  held  for  the 
election  of  its  officers. 

4.  Future  subscriptions  and  donations  to  the  British 
Protective  Emigrant  Committee  shall  be  paid  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  St.  George's  Society. 

5.  There  shall  be  provided  from  the  funds  of  the 
St.  George's  Society  a  sufficient  sum  annually 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  objects  of  the  said 
B.  P.  E.  Committee,  which  sum  shall  be  equal  to 
the  usual  and  average  sum  heretofore  expended  by 
the  B.  P.  E.  Society  for  that  purpose,  should  that 
amount  be  deemed  necessary  by  said  committee." 

Fanny  Kemble 
The  friendly  union  between  the  two  Societies  was 
fitly  celebrated  by  a  concert  in  January,  1849.     This 
was  highly  successful,  realizing  over  $1,100,  one 
half  of  which  went  to  the  funds  of  each  society.     1849 
Another  concert,  given  during  the  last  month 
of  the  year,  was  rendered  memorable  by  the  fact  that 
Mrs.  Fanny  Kemble,  the  great  English  actress,  gave  a 
display  of  her  talent  to  an  enthusiastic  and  entranced 
audience.     The  committee  in  their  report  said  that 
they  had  "much  satisfaction  in  stating  the  result  had 
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far  exceeded  their  most  sanguine  expectations,  attri- 
butable in  a  great  measure  to  the  attraction  held  out, 
by  the  announcement  of  our  distinguished  country- 
woman, Mrs.  F.  A.  Kemble,  she  having  volunteered 
her  valuable  services."  In  response  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  concert  committee  that  some  suitable 
testimonial  be  given  to  the  famous  actress,  the  General 
Committee  by  a  unanimous  vote  resolved  to  ask  an 
appropriation  from  the  Society's  funds,  not  to  exceed 
Fifty  Dollars,  to  procure  the  emblem  of  this  Society, 
struck  off  in  gold,  with  a  suitable  inscription  on  the 
same."  This  token  of  their  appreciation  was  shortly 
afterwards  presented  to  Mrs.  Kemble  along  with  a 
special  vote  of  thanks  from  the  Society. 

"The  Committee  appointed  to  present  the  Gold 
Emblem  of  St.  George's  Society  to  Mrs.  Fanny  Kemble 
reported  verbally,  stating  that  they  had  presented  the 
Gold  Emblem  to  Mrs.  F.  Kemble,  who  expressed  her 
grateful  sense  of  the  honour,  and  kindness  the  Society 
had  done  her."  The  concert  was  so  successful  in  every 
respect  that  its  proceeds  placed  the  finances  of  the 
Society  once  more  upon  a  sound  and  solid  basis. 

In  1851  an  effort  was  made,  by  petition  to  the  Legis- 
lature, to  place  the  Society  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
other  National  Charitable  Societies  of  the  city, 
1851  by  adding  the  President  of  the  Society  to  the 
list  of  Commissioners  of  Immigration.  This 
attempt  to  strengthen  the  status  of  the  Society  failed 
however,  because  the  Committee,  to  whom  the  petition 
was  referred,  reported  against  its  adoption. 

The  chief  guests  of  honour  at  this  year's  banquet 
were  Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  the  British  Ambassador  at 
Washington,  and  Mr.  Lytton,  afterwards  Lord  Lytton, 
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then  Charge  d' Affaires  for  Sweden.  In  his  speech  in 
reply  to  the  toast  of  H.  B.  Majesty's  representatives 
in  this  country,  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  alluded  to  a  pre- 
tended dispatch  from  himself  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  published  by  a  paper  called  the  Boston  American 
Celt.  He  repudiated  the  whole  affair  and  characterized 
the  publication  jokingly  as  a  forgery.  This  reference 
to  the  Celt  resulted  in  a  condemnatory  attack  upon  the 
ambassador  by  another  paper  called  the  Irish  American. 
A  letter  from  Sir.  Henry  Bulwer  was  sent  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Patrick.  In  this  letter 
Sir  Henry  strongly  objected  to  the  assumption  that 
his  remarks  had  been  intended  to  show  disrespect  to 
the  Celtic  race. 

During  the  same  year  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Wain- 
wright,  the  Chaplain  of  the  Society,  was  elevated  to 
the  Episcopacy  as  Provisional  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of 
New  York  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  wait  upon 
him  for  the  purpose  of  offering  their  congratulations. 

Grinnell  Expedition 

In  the  minutes  of  October  10th,  1851,  mention  is 
made  of  the  prominent  part  played  by  the  St.  George's 
Society  in  honouring  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Grinnell 
Arctic  Expedition.  It  was  carried  unanimously ,  "That 
such  members  of  this  Society  or  other  persons  who 
propose  to  give  a  dinner  to  Henry  Grinnell,  Esq.,  of 
this  City,  the  liberal  and  humane  author  of  the  late 
Arctic  Expedition  of  the  brigs  Advance  and  Rescue  in 
pursuit  of  our  enterprising  and  missing  countrymen, 
Sir  John  Franklin  and  his  Associates  and  to  the  officers 
commanding  and  attached  to  those  vessels,  be  allowed 
to  use  the  Title  of  this  Society  in  their  Cards  of  In  vita- 
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tion,  and  Notes  and  Notices  in  reference  to  the  Dinner, 
without  however,  compromising  the  Society  or  any  of 
its  Members,  except  Subscribers,  in  the  charges  in- 
curred." The  fund  for  presenting  each  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  relief  expedition  with  a  silver  medal, 
and  a  gratuity  to  each  of  the  latter  of  a  five  dollar  piece, 
was  so  liberally  supported  by  the  members  of  the 
Society  that  a  substantial  surplus  was  declared,  and  the 
greater  part  of  it  was  handed  over  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Society's  funds. 

Louis  Kossuth 

Before  the  year  was  ended,  the  Society  had  again 
occasion  to  show  the  breadth  of  its  interests,  by  their 
presentation  of  a  characteristic  address  to  Louis  Kos- 
suth, the  Hungarian  patriot,  on  his  arrival  in  this 
country.  This  address,  was  delivered  to  the  distin- 
guished visitor  by  the  President,  Dr.  Beales. 

The  alliance  between  the  St.  George's  Society  and 
the  British  Protective  Emigrant  Society  held  good  for 
only  a  few  years  and  in  1853  the  connection 
1853  between  the  two  was  terminated.  On  October 
10th,  a  motion  was  made  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Protective  Board  of 
the  Emigrant  Society.  A  report  was  brought  in  during 
the  following  year,  and  the  Committee's  recommenda- 
tion to  dissolve  the  union  was  accepted  and,  at  the 
next  meeting,  formally  adopted.  At  the  same  time, 
a  motion  to  amend  the  Constitution  so  as  to  give  power 
to  the  Charitable  Committee  to  act  as  an  Emigrant 
Committee,  by  way  of  giving  advice  to  and  assisting 
emigrants  in  obtaining  situations,  was  passed  unani- 
mously. 
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During  this  year  the  Society  was  also  a  joint 
recipient  of  a  handsome  gift  made  by  William  Miles, 
Esq.,  the  President  of  St.  David's  Society.  This  con- 
sisted of  eight  lots  in  the  Cypress  Hills  Cemetery. 
At  the  wish  of  the  donor  this  ground  was  divided  into 
four  equal  parts  and  specially  reserved  for  the  burial 
of  the  pauper  dead  of  the  four  British  societies,  St. 
George's,  St.  Andrew's,  St.  David's  and  the  Friendly 
Sons  of  St.  Patrick. 

Since  1848  the  Society  had  been  without  the  services 
of  an  Almoner  but  the  subject  was  again  brought  up 
for  consideration  at  the  April  meeting  in  1854. 
The    result   of    the    discussion   was   that    the     1854 
previous  resolution  was  rescinded  and  the  office 
of  Almoner  again  restored. 

Emigration  Discouraged 

The  low  state  of  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Society 
in  1855  was  again  the  subject  of  much  concern.  At 
the  January  meeting  it  was  stated  that  the 
sum  at  the  credit  of  the  Charitable  Fund  was  1855 
only  a  little  over  a  hundred  dollars.  As  the 
demands  upon  the  society  had  been  growing  largely, 
a  special  appeal  was  made  to  the  members  through  a 
committee  appointed  for  that  purpose.  So  generous 
was  the  response  that  over  two  thousand  dollars  were 
collected  and  handed  over  to  the  Treasurer.  This 
Committee  recommended  in  addition  that  the  follow- 
ing resolution  should  be  adopted  and  made  known,  as 
widely  as  possible,  among  their  fellow-countrymen  in 
England: 

"That  the  St.   George's  Society  of  New  York,  in 
view  of  the  large  number  of  mechanics  and  labourers 
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now  out  of  employ,  most  of  whom  are  in  a  suffering 
condition,  do  strongly  recommend  those  of  their 
countrymen  intending  to  emigrate  to  the  United 
States  to  remain  at  home  until  a  change  for  the  better 
shall  take  place."  A  special  committee,  appointed  to 
consider  the  above  recommendation,  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that,  "it  was  inexpedient  to  take  any  further 
action  at  the  time,  since  they  found  on  inquiry  that 
while  there  had  been  and  was  much  suffering  among 
the  poorer  classes  of  emigrants,  yet  that  for  good 
mechanics  there  was  more  employment  to  be  had  than 
was  sought  for,  and  that  brighter  prospects  appeared 
in  the  future." 

Thackeray's  Farewell 

In  this  year  the  Society  had  the  extreme  good  fortune 
to  secure  the  aid  of  Thackeray  as  a  lecturer  for  the 
benefit  of  their  Charitable  Fund.  The  President  had 
been  empowered  to  wait  upon  the  great  novelist,  as 
soon  as  his  arrival  in  New  York  had  been  announced, 
but  he  was  informed  that  Mr.  Thackeray  could  not 
give  his  services  to  the  Society  for  the  reason  that  prior 
engagements  occupied  his  time  to  the  full. 

The  friendly  aid  of  the  Mercantile  Library  Associa- 
tion, however,  having  been  obtained,  the  lecturer  was 
induced  to  deliver  a  lecture  for  the  joint  benefit  of  the 
St.  George's  Charitable  Fund,  and  the  Norfolk  Orphans. 
The  Metropolitan  Theatre  was  secured  and  the  lecture 
on  the  appropriate  subject  of  "Charity  and  Humour," 
delivered  there  on  the  1st  December.  The  net  pro- 
ceeds amounted  to  $566  one  half  of  which  was  handed 
over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  by  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association. 
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As  Thackeray's  name  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
famous  one  that  has  been  actively  connected  with  this 
Society,  his  generous  readiness  to  help  its  funds  has 
made  the  date  of  the  delivery  of  his  lecture  a  red-letter 
day  in  the  annals  of  St.  George's  Society.  Under  the 
heading  of  "Thackeray's  Farewell,"  the  New  York 
Daily  Times  of  December  3rd,  1855,  gave  the  following 
interesting  details: 

"Mr.  Thackeray  on  Saturday  delivered  his  lecture 
on  'Charity  and  Humour'  at  the  Metropolitan  Theatre 
for  the  benefit  of  the  charitable  fund  of  the  St.  George's 
Society.  William  Young,  Esq.,  President  of  the  St. 
George's,  occupied  a  seat  on  the  platform  and  was 
supported  by  the  members  of  the  Society,  each  wearing 
the  cross  at  his  buttonhole.  Mr.  Thackeray  was  intro- 
duced by  the  President  of  the  Mercantile  Library 
Association  and  then  proceeded  to  rivet  the  fetters  of 
his  audience  for  upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter; 
reading  comical  things,  touching  quiet  veins  of  humour, 
and  producing  extracts  from  volumes  of  the  sayings 
of  Mr.  Punch,  which  told  all  the  better  for  the  ex- 
quisite elocution  of  the  reader.  ...  In  concluding  his 
genial  communion  with  a  company  that  was  neither 
all  Yankee  nor  yet  all  English,  but  apparently  a  mixture 
of  all  the  races  that  find  representatives  in  New  York, 
Mr.  Thackeray  took  occasion  to  express  his  gratifica- 
tion at  the  fact  that  the  last  meeting  he  should  have 
the  opportunity  of  enjoying  with  his  American  brethren 
in  New  York  should  have  been  an  occasion  on  which 
an  American  and  an  English  society  was  in  the  ques- 
tion. As  an  Englishman,  and  speaking  for  St.  George's 
members  as  Englishmen,  he  was  sure  that  it  was  a 
pleasure  to  all  of  them.     And  so  he  made  his  bow 
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and  retired — and  that  is  the  last  of  Mr.  Pendennis." 
In  a  sense  the  last  words  of  the  newspaper  were  destined 
to  be  prophetic,  for  Thackeray  was  never  in  America 
again. 

For  the  benefit  of  readers  who  care  for  these  things; 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  lecture,  which,  apart 
from  its  great  author,  should  still  retain  its  interest 
for  the  members  of  this  Society,  will  be  found  in  Volume 
XXV  of  the  Standard  edition  of  Thackeray's  works 
published  in  1883-5. 

Motto  of  the  Society 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  on  April  10th,  1857, 
notice  was  given  of  a  motion  asking  for  a  committee 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  changing  the  motto 
1857  of  the  Society.  In  the  following  October  this 
committee  reported  that  they  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  motto,  "Let  Mercy  be  our  Boast 
and  Shame  our  only  Fear,"  was  inappropriate  to  the 
objects  of  the  Society.  In  recommending  its  abolition 
they  suggested  in  its  stead  that  either  of  the  following 
should  be  substituted:  "Ubique  patriam  reminisci"  or 
"For  England's  sake  we  succour  England's  sons." 
When  the  matter  was  discussed  at  the  January  meeting 
of  the  next  year  however,  it  was  decided  to  keep  the 
original  motto  of  the  society.  The  general  feeling  of 
the  meeting  appears  to  have  been  that  it  was  inadvis- 
able to  adopt  any  change  whatever,  and,  since  then, 
the  motto  has  stoutly  weathered  the  storm  and  stress 
of  more  than  another  half  century. 

On  St.  George's  day  of  this  year,  there  was  a  specially 
large  attendance  of  members  at  the  dinner  which 
was     held     at    Delmonico's,    Chambers     Street    and 
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Broadway,  the  Vice-President,  Henry  Eyre,  Esq., 
being  in  the  chair.  The  most  distinguished  of 
the  guests  on  that  occasion  was  Lord  Napier,  the 
British  Ambassador  to  Washington.  In  response  to 
the  usual  toast  of  Her  Majesty's  Representatives,  his 
lordship  made  his  first  public  address  in  this  country. 
This  was  followed  with  the  most  eager  attention,  as 
there  were  at  that  time  some  important  diplomatic 
differences  between  the  two  governments.  The  speech 
was  couched  in  the  most  conciliatory  terms,  and  con- 
veyed the  impression  that  there  was  an  earnest  desire 
on  the  part  of  England  that  the  most  friendly  relations 
should  subsist  between  the  two  countries.  Lord 
Napier's  summing  up  of  the  matter  was  given  in  a 
happy  and  apposite  reference.  "Gentlemen"  he  said, 
"the  only  entangling  alliance  which  I  shall  venture  to 
recommend  to  your  adoption  is  the  submarine  cable 
between  this  country  and  England."  The  Ambassa- 
dor's stirring  address  was  ended  by  a  declaration  of  his 
personal  wish  to  cement  good  feeling  between  the  two 
nations:  "Finally,  gentlemen,  I  have  received  these 
sentiments  as  a  faithful  trust  from  the  hands  of  my 
Sovereign,  and  I  will  not  lay  up  this  profitable  talent 
in  a  diplomatic  napkin." 

Miss  Cushman's  Offer 

In  November  a  special  meeting  was  summoned  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  accepting  an  offer  made  by 
Miss  Charlotte  Cushman,  the  great  American  trage- 
dienne, to  give  a  dramatic  entertainment  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Charitable  Fund.  It  was  mentioned  also  that 
Mr.  Charles  Matthews,  the  actor,  had  also  volunteered 
his  services.     The  motion  was  readily  carried  that  the 
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offer  of  these  eminent  players  should  be  thankfully 
accepted.  Most  unfortunately  this  plan  was  unsuc- 
cessful for  the  committee  at  the  next  meeting  reported 
that  they  had  failed  to  arrange  matters  and  conse- 
quently had  abandoned  the  proposed  entertainment. 

The  President  had  already  complained  of  the  "great 
lukewarmness  on  the  part  of  the  majority  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Society"  and  he  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to 
declare  that  "unless  this  state  of  things  was  remedied, 
and  he  was  efficiently  sustained,  he  should  decline  to 
serve  the  Society  further  in  an  official  capacity."  With 
such  a  feeling  as  this  apparently  abroad  among  the 
members,  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  why  on  this  occasion 
they  missed  the  services  which  the  talented  Miss 
Cushman  had  generously  placed  at  their  disposal. 

Mrs.  Kemble's  Famous  Reading 

In  1858,  however,  the  Society  seems  to  have  been 
animated   with   a   different   spirit,   for  they   made   a 

special  effort  to  secure  once  more  the  services 
1858     of  Mrs.  Fanny  Kemble.    The  President's  letter 

to  Mrs.  Kemble  brought  a  most  gracious  reply 
in  which  she  placed  herself  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Charitable  Committee.  The  great  actress  gave  her 
world-famous  reading  of  Hamlet,  and  the  "Kemble" 
Committee  informed  the  meeting  of  April  10th,  1858, 
that  they  were  in  the  happy  position  of  being  able 
to  add  nearly  $800  to  the  Charitable  Funds.  The 
Society's  gratitude  was  admirably  embodied  in  a 
letter  of  thanks,  which  the  President  sent  to  Mrs. 
Kemble.  Mrs.  Kemble's  kindly  help  was  a  most 
happy  augury  and  the  anniversary  day  of  St. 
George's      was     celebrated      with    more     than     the 
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customary  enthusiasm.  The  principal  feature  of  the 
celebration  was  the  revival  of  the  special  religious 
service  at  St.  Thomas's  Church.  At  this  service  a  large 
congregation,  including  Lord  Napier  and  the  families 
of  many  of  the  members  of  society,  was  present. 
The  sermon,  preached  by  Dr.  Morgan,  the  Rector, 
contained  many  happy  allusions  to  the  favoured  con- 
dition of  the  motherland,  blessed  in  her  Queen,  her 
warriors  dead  and  alive,  and  her  children  scattered  far 
and  wide  over  the  whole  world. 

The  dinner,  which  followed,  took  place  at  the  Metro- 
politan Hotel  and  was  attended  by  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  members  and  many  guests,  among  the 
latter  being  Lord  Napier,  British  Minister  to  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Odo  Russell,  First  Attache,  Baron  Von 
Gerolt,  Prussian  Minister,  Mr.  Pearly,  British  Com- 
missioner of  Fisheries,  and  the  Presidents  of  the  sister 
societies.  The  chair  was  filled  by  Dr.  Beales,  the 
President,  who  was  supported  on  his  right  by  Lord 
Napier  and  on  his  left  by  the  Prussian  Minister. 
Above  the  Chairman's  seat  was  hung  the  British  flag, 
at  each  side  of  which  were  draped  the  flags  of  Prussia 
and  the  United  States.  Later  in  the  evening  Lady 
Napier  and  a  number  of  other  ladies,  graced  the 
company  with  their  presence  and  occupied  seats  at  the 
upper  end  immediately  beneath  the  recently  acquired 
copy  of  Winterhalter's  painting  of  Queen  Victoria  in 
her  royal  robes. 

The  Days  of  the  Mutiny 

The  occasion  was  deemed  so  important  at  the  time 
and  was  attended  with  so  much  eclat  that  a  brief 
extract  from  one  of  the  leading  speeches  may  be  per- 
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mitted  here.  The  President  in  his  remarks  alluded 
feelingly  to  the  time  of  stress  and  strain  through  which 
England  was  just  then  passing:  "But  a  short  year 
since,  England  was  struck  with  horror,  I  will  not  say 
with  terror,  at  the  dreadful  news  from  India,  which 
told  us  of  the  massacre  of  our  brave  countrymen  and 
of  the  horrible  and  unimaginable  atrocities  that  Eng- 
land's daughters  had  never  before  suffered  from  a  foe 
since  the  dawn  of  history.  England's  enemies  shouted 
with  joy  and  gloried  in  anticipation  of  her  downfall. 
I  am  proud  and  happy  to  say  that  in  this  country 
among  intelligent  men  and  among  all  good  minded 
Americans  that  sentiment  was  repudiated.  I  say  it  is 
a  glory  to  Americans  that  on  this  occasion  they  cheered 
us  in  the  struggle  and  acknowledged  that  England's 
cause  was  the  cause  of  right  and  civilization.  .  .  .  This 
evening  we  receive  the  news  of  the  fall  and  capture  of 
Lucknow.  Retribution  has  fallen  upon  the  rebels  and 
England's  might  and  England's  honour  stand  clear  and 
bright  before  the  civilized  world." 

The  Atlantic  Cable 

In  September,  the  Trinity  Church  authorities  in- 
vited the  Society  to  attend  a  special  religious  celebra- 
tion in  commemoration  of  the  great  event  of  the  suc- 
cessful completion  of  the  first  Atlantic  cable,  which  had 
been  landed  almost  simultaneously  on  August  5th,  in 
Trinity  Bay,  Newfoundland,  by  Captain  Hudson,  of 
the  U.  S.  steamer  Niagara  and  in  Valentia  Bay,  Ireland, 
by  Captain  Preedy  of  H.  B.  M.  ship  Agamemnon,  thus 
uniting  America  with  Europe.  Later  in  the  day  a 
demonstration  took  place  in  the  city,  and,  by  an  invita- 
tion from  the  Mayor,  the  Society  was  represented  in 
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the  grand  procession  from  the  Battery  to  the  Crystal 
Palace  in  42nd  Street,  where  the  freedom  of  the  City 
was  presented  to  Mr.  Cyrus  W.  Field  and  Captain 
Hudson,  two  gentlemen  who  had  taken  a  leading  part 
in  laying  the  cable. 

During  the  last  month  of  the  year  a  meeting  was 
specially  called  to  arrange  about  an  offer  that  had  been 
made  to  give  an  entertainment  at  the  Academy  of 
Music  for  the  benefit  of  the  Charitable  Fund.  The 
prima-donna  La  Piccolomini  and  other  distinguished 
artists  had  volunteered  their  services,  and  the  Society, 
in  thankfully  accepting  these,  took  the  opportunity  of 
paying  Mrs.  Fanny  Kemble  the  compliment  of  the 
use  of  a  box  at  the  Musical  festival. 

General  Emigrant  Board 

In  1859,  St.  George's  Society  was  enabled  to  show 
its  ever  alert  concern  in  all  that  pertained  to  the 
welfare  of  Englishmen  settled  in  this  country. 
At  a  special  meeting,  a  plan  was  considered  for  1859 
the  formation  of  a  general  Board  for  the  pro- 
tection of  emigrants  of  all  nations  from  the  frauds  so 
frequently  practised  upon  them  by  sellers  of  counterfeit 
tickets  and  by  other  swindlers.  Two  delegates,  Messrs. 
Robert  Waller  and  Philip  Pritchard,  were  appointed  to 
represent  the  Society  on  the  proposed  Board.  At  a 
subsequent  meeting,  held  April  10th,  1860,  the  dele- 
gates reported  that  an  organiziation  had  been  formed 
under  the  title  of  "Board  of  Deputies  of  Benevolent 
and  Emigrant  Societies  of  the  City  of  New  York." 
A  constitution  had  also  been  framed,  under  which 
officers  were  elected  from  the  delegates  of  the  societies 
that  had  joined.     The  St.  George's  Society  apparently 
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had  taken  a  leading  part  in  this  formation,  for  the 
Society's  two  representatives  were  elected  to  fill  the 
posts  of  Vice-President  and  Secretary.  It  was  further 
reported  that,  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution, 
the  Board  had  sent  a  special  agent  to  Albany  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  passage  of  a  law  to  safeguard 
the  rights  of  the  Board.  In  gaining  this,  the  agent  had 
been  completely  successful.  The  report  concludes  with 
the  expression  of  its  warm  thanks  for  the  liberality  dis- 
played by  the  British  Steamship  Companies  in  furnish- 
ing the  necessary  funds  to  get  the  act  in  question 
passed. 

The  provisions  of  the  Act  having  been  put  into 
operation,  the  British  Steamship  Companies  were  soon 
enabled  to  put  down  with  a  firm  hand  the  outrageous 
frauds  that  had  previously  been  so  common.  "No 
better  work  than  this  has  ever  been  accomplished  by 
the  Society,  and  the  thanks  of  this  great  community 
are  justly  due  to  the  gentlemen  who,  at  great  labour 
and  cost  to  themselves,  secured  this  result:  Messrs. 
Robert  Waller,  Philip  Pritchard  and  R.  J.  Cortis." 

During  this  year,  the  Constitution  of  the  Society 
was  still  further  amended  so  as  to  increase  the  number 
of  members  constituting  the  Charitable  Committee 
from  five  to  seven,  and,  in  the  following  year,  another 
change  was  made  so  as  to  make  emigrants  from  the 
British  Colonies  eligible  for  relief  as  well  as  those  who 
were  natives  of  England. 

Visit  of  Prince  of  Wales 

The  visit  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  the  United  States 
in  1860,  was  made  the  subject  of  a  special  meeting  to 
consider  whether  any  steps  should  be  taken  by  the  So- 
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ciety  in  reference  thereto.  The  Society  learned,  how- 
ever, that  no  demonstration  on  its  part  would  be 
conveniently  acceptable  to  His  Royal  Highness, 
as  he  was  appearing  here  not  as  the  Heir  1860 
Apparent  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  but 
simply  as  a  nobleman  on  a  friendly  visit  and  the  guest  of 
the  American  people.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
members  of  St.  George's  Society  were  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  forego  further  action  in  the  matter. 

Death  of  the  Prince  Consort 

The  death  of  the  Prince  Consort  on  December  4, 
1861,  was  commemorated  by  the  adoption  of  resolu- 
tions expressive  of  the  deep  regret  of  the  Society 
at  his  untimely  death,  and  of  their  sympathy  1861 
with  Her  Majesty,  the  Queen,  and  her  family 
in  their  great  affliction.  As  an  additional  token  of 
respect,  the  annual  dinner  in  celebration  of  St.  George's 
day  was  also  abandoned  this  year. 

War  Times 

This  was  the  first  of  a  series  of  unfortunate  years,  so 
far  as  the  celebration  of  the  dinner  was  concerned. 
During  the  three  years  that  followed,  the  United 
States  were  convulsed  by  the  terrible  Civil  War,  and 
the  Society,  with  becoming  feeling,  dispensed  with  their 
usual  public  dinner  throughout  this  period.  Again  in 
1865  they  were  obliged  to  omit  the  dinner  on  account 
of  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  and  the  mem- 
bers took  the  opportunity  of  showing  their  good  feeling 
toward  the  land  of  their  adoption  by  passing  resolutions 
of  sympathy  and  condolence  with  the  Government 
and  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Eyre's  Gift 

Under  the  presidency  of  Henry  Eyre,  Esq.,  the 
Society  took  a  new  lease  of  life  largely  owing  to  his 

munificence.  At  the  meeting  of  January  10th, 
1865     1865,  the  Treasurer's  report  showed  that  the 

Permanent  Fund  amounted  to  only  $11,000. 
As  a  consequence  the  President  offered  to  double  any 
sum  that  could  be  raised  to  the  extent  of  $5,000,  and 
a  special  committee  of  three  was  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  if  it  was  possible  to  increase  the  total 
fund  to  $25,000.  The  success  of  this  committee  was 
so  gratifying  that,  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  beginning 
of  the  next  year,  they  were  in  a  position  to  report  a 
total  collection  of  over  $14,000,  thereby  raising  the 
fund  to  an  amount  greater  than  what  they  had  set  out 
to  secure.  A  list  of  the  subscribers  to  this  fund  is 
given  towards  the  end  of  this  volume. 

Although  the  subscriptions  to  this  fund  had  been 
more  liberal  than  even  the  most  sanguine  had  ventured 
to  hope,  it  was  nevertheless  resolved,  in  order  to  induce 
a  more  general  interest,  that  all  donations  of  $50  and 
upwards,  should  constitute  the  giver  a  life  member  of 
the  Society.  By  this  provision,  sixty-four  names  were 
put  upon  the  list,  and  amongst  them  it  is  interesting 
to  note  the  five  sons  of  the  President  who  had  been  the 
mainspring  of  the  whole  affair.  The  committee's  re- 
port was  not  presented  until  January  10th,  1867,  when 
further  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  $1,140  were 
announced.  Mr.  Eyre's  splendid  offer  had  thus  resulted 
in  an  increase  of  more  than  $15,000  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Society's  Permanent  Fund  and  the  members  grate- 
fully voted  him  their  thanks  in  these  terms:  "The 
thanks  of  this  Society  are  eminently  due  and  are  hereby 
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tendered  to  Henry  Eyre,  Esq.,  for  the  liberality  and 
forethought  evinced  in  his  late  donation  of  Five 
Thousand  Dollars  to  the  Permanent  Fund  by  which 
generous  and  well  timed  example,  the  members  at 
large  were  stimulated  to  zealous  and  successful  efforts 
to  increase  it  as  detailed  in  the  Treasurer's  report." 

The  Treasurer  reported,  at  the  annual  meeting  held 
January  10th,  1866,  that  a  change  had  been  made  in 
the  Society's  investments  from  Bank  stocks  to 
Railway  Bonds,  and  at  the  same  meeting  a  1866 
resolution  was  passed  complimenting  the  Treas- 
urer, Mr.  Robert  Bage,  on  the  many  valuable  services 
rendered  by  him  during  the  twenty-one  years  he  had 
held  that  office.  The  hope  was  also  expressed  that  he 
would  be  long  spared  "to  be  elected  and  serve  us  in 
the  same  capacity." 

A  similarly  pleasant  duty  was  performed  in  the  same 
year  when  the  Society  voted  their  thanks  to  Mr. 
Charles  H.  Webb,  for  his  faithful  services  as  the  Agent 
and  Almoner  of  the  St.  George's  Society  for  the  pre- 
ceding twenty-two  years.  In  consideration  of  these 
and  various  other  services  during  a  membership  of 
forty-two  years,  Mr.  Webb  was  unanimously  elected  an 
Honorary  Life  Member.  At  the  same  time  the  Secre- 
tary handed  to  the  Treasurer  ten  dollars,  stating  that 
he  had  been  directed  by  a  friend  to  pay  the  same  as 
the  initiation  fee  of  Mr.  Charles  Kean,  the  tragedian, 
to  make  up  the  amount  constituting  him  a  life 
member. 

The  Charitable   Committee  at  the  January     1868 
meeting  of  this  year  reported  the  rendering  of  aid 
by    the    British    Steamship    Companies    in    granting 
tickets  at  reduced  rates  to  those  who  were  desirous 
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of  returning  to  England,  but  were  unable  to  pay 
the  regular  fare. 

New  Constitution 

At  the  October  meeting  following,  the  Committee, 

that  had  been  appointed  to  revise  the  Constitution, 

recommended  various  changes  which  were  finally 

1869  adopted  in  January,  1869.     The  alterations  that 
were  made  provided  for  the   abolition  of  the 

Charitable  Committee  and  the  substitution  of  an 
Executive  Committee  with  general  powers  for  the 
supervision  and  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Society.  It  was  also  agreed  that  the  initiation  fees  of 
new  members  should  be  added  to  the  Permanent  Fund. 
During  this  year  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  C.  B.,  the 
British  Minister  at  Washington,  was  made  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Society.  Throughout  the  whole  period 
in  which  he  represented  Great  Britain  in  this  country, 
Sir  Edward  recognized  the  good  works  of  the  Society 
by  an  annual  gift  of  fifty  dollars  to  its  funds. 

Duke  of  Connaught's  Visit 

On  January  10th,  1870,  the  Society,  having  been 

informed  of  the  contemplated  visit  of  H.  R.  H.  Prince 

Arthur,  to  this  city,  appointed  a  committee  to 

1870  confer  with  the  sister  British  Societies  here  on 
the  subject  of  preparing  a  suitable  address  for 

presentation  to  the  royal  visitor.  This  Committee 
subsequently  reported  that  an  address  had  been  written 
and  would  be  presented  to  His  Royal  Highness  at  the 
Brevoort  House,  on  January  31st.  The  address  was 
read  by  E.  M.  Archibald,  Esq.,  H.  B.  M.  Consul  at 
New  York,  and  among  those  present  were  representa- 
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tives  of  the  St.  George's,  St.  Andrews',  St.  David's  and 
St.  Patrick's  Societies  and  the  New  Caledonian  Club. 

Christmas  Gifts 

On  Christmas  Eve  of  this  year,  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee inaugurated  the  custom  of  making  a  gift  of 
money  and  provisions  to  worthy  pensioners  of  the 
Society.  This  charitable  practice  has  ever  since  been 
kept  up  on  behalf  of  the  Society. 

Scott  Centenary 

The  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Scott  was 
commemorated  in  New  York  by  a  great  demonstration 
in  Central  Park.  The  Scott  Centenary  Com- 
mittee conveyed  to  the  St.  George's  Society  its  1871 
desire  that  members  should  be  present  to 
honour  the  name  of  the  greatest  writer  of  his  day  and 
generation.  The  response  of  the  Society  was  gener- 
ously given  in  the  following  words  of  a  resolution  pro- 
posed by  E.  M.  Archibald,  Esq.:  "Whereas  the  said 
Society  entertaining  the  highest  admiration  of  the 
gifted  genius  and  a  profoundly  grateful  respect  for  the 
memory  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  being  desirous  of 
testifying  their  regard  for  so  great  and  good  a  man, 
whose  varied  literary  productions  have  illustrated  the 
history  and  made  classic  ground  of  the  most  interesting 
localities  of  Britain,  and  by  their  interesting,  delightful, 
and  refining  influences  conferred  lasting  blessings  on 
the  nations  of  the  earth:  Therefore,  Resolved  that 
the  said  invitation  be  cordially  accepted  and  a  special 
committee  be  appointed  to  be  present  at  the  said 
celebration  and  be  joined  by  as  many  others  as 
possible." 
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At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  October  10th,  1871,  the 
death  was  announced  of  Robert  Bage,  Esq.,  who  had 
faithfully  served  the  Society  as  its  Treasurer  for  twenty- 
seven  years.  Special  resolutions  were  adopted  and 
entered  into  the  minutes  expressive  of  the  regret  of 
the  Society  at  the  loss  they  had  sustained.  It  was 
decided  later  on  to  mark  their  appreciation  of  his 
services  by  presenting  his  family  with  a  piece  of  plate, 
the  cost  of  which  was  met  by  subscriptions  from  the 
members  to  whom  Mr.  Bage  had  been  for  so  long  a 
familiar  and  respected  figure. 

During  the  next  two  years,  the  Society's  annals 
were  short  and  simple,  and  no  incident,  worthy  of 
special  record,  occurred  in  that  interval. 

Charity  Organization 

In  1874,  the  Executive  Committee  proposed  to 
change  the  method  of  relieving  transients  by  supplying 

them  with  tickets  for  meals  and  lodgings,  instead 
1874     of  giving  them  money  as  had  hitherto  been  the 

practice.  With  a  view  of  administering  still 
further  help,  they  also  started  then  a  more  complete 
system  of  dealing  with  such  cases.  The  benefits  ex- 
pected to  accrue  to  emigrants  through  the  establish- 
ment of  the  British  Protective  Emigrant  Board  in  1849, 
to  which  reference  has  already  been  made,  had  always 
received  the  close  attention  of  the  Society.  After  that 
Board  was  dissolved,  the  work  it  had  undertaken  to 
perform  was  taken  over  by  the  St.  George's  Society. 
A  new  clause  in  the  Constitution  made  the  giving  of 
advice  to  emigrants  a  part  of  the  work  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  but  it  was  not  until  1874  that  any  definite 
and  decided  action  was  taken.     In  that  year,  with  the 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH  75 

co-operation  of  the  St.  Andrew's  Society,  offices  were 
rented  at  3  Broadway,  and  two  persons  were  appointed, 
one  as  Almoner  and  the  other  as  Secretary.  Their  duty 
was  to  look  after  the  British  emigrants  arriving  at  this 
port.  In  order  to  enable  them  better  to  obtain  in- 
formation as  to  where  labour  was  most  in  demand,  a 
joint  circular  was  issued  by  the  two  Societies  to  all 
kindred  institutions  in  the  United  States  and  in  Canada, 
inviting  them  to  supply  such  information  as  was  needed 
in  carrying  out  this  object.  The  replies  received 
were  most  encouraging  and  the  results  that  followed 
highly  satisfactory.  So  gratifying,  indeed,  were  they 
that  it  was  at  once  decided  to  give  temporary  relief  to 
persons,  passing  through  New  York  on  their  way  to 
their  new  homes,  by  means  of  tickets  for  meals  and 
lodgings,  which  could  be  obtained  at  low  rates  in  the 
restaurants  and  lodging  houses  that  had  been  estab- 
lished under  the  auspices  of  the  Charitable  Institutions 
in  the  city.  Following  up  this  scheme  of  better  organ- 
ization, a  number  of  philanthropic  gentlemen  formed 
themselves  into  a  Board  with  the  object  of  systematizing 
the  work  of  all  the  charitable  activities  and  of  protecting 
them,  so  far  as  might  be,  from  imposition.  Careful 
investigation  soon  showed  the  need  of  not  only  checking 
indiscriminate  almsgiving  to  individuals,  but  also  of 
stopping  subscriptions  to  unworthy  charities.  Eventu- 
ally an  Exchange  was  created,  through  which  the 
names  of  applicants  for  relief  were  communicated  from 
the  one  society  to  the  other  and  thereby  the  purposes 
aimed  at  were  more  fully  accomplished.  The  Chair- 
man of  this  Board  was  Henry  E.  Pellew,  Esq.,  the  St. 
George's  President  at  that  time.  Through  his  influ- 
ence and  by  his  advice  a  hand-book  was  issued,  em- 
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bracing  a  compendium  of  all  the  charitable  societies  in 
the  city,  both  public  and  private,  their  aims  and 
objects,  their  revenue  and  expenditure,  with  particulars 
showing  who  were  proper  recipients,  and  also  such 
directions  as  were  necessary  for  these  people  to  secure 
relief.  Despite  its  good  intentions,  the  Board  did  not 
long  receive  that  support  from  the  public  to  which  its 
merits  entitled  it.  In  course  of  time  it  went  out  of 
existence,  but  the  good  work  and  the  fruit  of  the  seed 
sown  is  preserved  in  the  "Charity  Organization  So- 
ciety" which  succeeded  it  in  1882  and  which  has,  since 
then,  had  a  most  useful  and  beneficent  career  down  to 
the  present  day. 

The  united  Board  having  obtained  the  consent  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Charities  that  applications  for 
relief  should  be  recognized  when  supported  by  any  of 
the  charitable  societies,  the  St.  George's  and  St. 
Andrew's  Societies  undertook  the  work  of  visiting  some 
of  the  wards  of  the  city.  The  Executive  Committee 
of  this  Society  afterwards  submitted  a  report  upon 
this  work  which  showed  that  great  benefits  had  resulted 
from  the  exertions  of  the  Commissioners.  After  the 
joint  arrangement  with  the  St.  Andrew's  Society,  in 
regard  to  supplying  information  to  emigrants,  was 
terminated,  this  Society  still  continued  the  work  and 
in  1880  issued  a  circular  of  information  and  advice, 
which  was  freely  distributed  in  Castle  Garden  among 
those  arriving  from  England. 

Ladies'  Committee 

During  this  year  a  Ladies'  Committee  was  formed 
to  assist  in  visiting  applicants  for  relief,  and  in  advising 
the  Committee  about  the  proper  recipients  for   their 
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bounty.     Unfortunately  the   methods   adopted    were 
found  to  be  impracticable  and  the  Ladies'  Com- 
mittee was  abandoned  after  a  two  years'  trial,     1879 
despite  the  fact  that  the  object  sought  after  had 
been  so  praiseworthy. 

Proposed  Home  for  the  Aged 

At  a  later  meeting  in  the  same  year  the  question  of 
founding  a  Home  for  aged  men  and  women,  was 
brought  up  for  discussion.  A  special  committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  whole  matter,  but,  as  the 
scheme  did  not  meet  with  the  support  that  was  ex- 
pected, it  was  for  the  time  allowed  to  drop.  The 
subject  was  again  revived  in  1882,  when  a  proposal 
was  made  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  to  be  invested 
according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Society  in  the 
names  of  the  President,  Treasurer  and  Secretary  as 
Trustees.  The  income  of  this  money  was  to  be  used 
in  placing  old  and  destitute  English  people  in  existing 
Homes,  and  the  principal  to  be  allowed  to  accumulate 
until  a  sufficient  sum  was  raised  to  erect  and  endow  a 
Home,  through  and  in  the  name  of  the  Anglo-American 
Free  Church  of  St.  George  the  Martyr.  Although  this 
scheme  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Committee,  the 
fund  has  never  been  started,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the 
wealthy  Englishmen  residing  in  this  city  may  at  some 
time  in  the  near  future  take  up  the  matter  again  and 
carry  it  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

A  special  committee  was  selected  in  1883,  with  a 
view  to  secure  an  increase  in  the  membership 
of  the  Society.     Similar  committees  had  tried     1883 
their  best  to  attain  this  end  in  1869  and  1870, 
but    the   efforts  of  the  new  committee  seem  to  have 
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been  the  most  successful,  since,  in  a  report  presented 
by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  John  Moulson,  it  was  shown 
that  two  life  and  thirty-one  annual  members  were 
added  to  the  roll  through  their  personal  efforts. 

Labour  Bureau 

The  Order  of  the  Sons  of  St.  George,  composed  of 
artisans  of  English  nationality,  approached  this  Society 

in  1884,  for  help  towards  opening  a  free  employ- 
1884     ment  bureau.     Their  idea  was  to  establish  on  a 

permanent  basis  a  "Labour  Lodgery"  to  which 
applicants  could  be  sent,  and  where,  besides  receiving 
material  help,  they  could  be  otherwise  aided  in  the 
equipment  necessary  to  a  successful  search  for  em- 
ployment. The  question  was  considered  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  and  Messrs.  Robert  Waller  and  Charles 
F.  Wreaks  were  appointed  to  make  investigations. 
Their  report  was  an  exhaustive  one,  showing  the 
benefits  likely  to  be  derived  from  the  scheme,  and 
recommending  that  a  trial  of  it  should  be  made.  On  the 
adoption  of  the  report,  the  Society  appropriated  a 
small  sum  toward  the  expenses  of  the  Bureau  and 
consented  that  its  Almoner  should  act  as  its  superin- 
tendent. The  Bureau  was  accordingly  set  on  foot  and 
proved  a  complete  success,  No  less  than  four  hundred 
and  fifty-five  situations  were  obtained  for  applicants 
during  the  first  two  years  of  its  existence.  This  method 
of  giving  help  has  been  one  of  the  most  useful  and 
effective  adjuncts  to  the  work  of  the  Society.  "The 
principle  of  giving  alms  to  able-bodied  men  and  women 
is  no  doubt  necessary  and  expedient  at  times,  but  it  is, 
on  the  whole,  demoralizing  in  its  tendency  and  influence 
upon   the   recipients.     The    idea   in    establishing    the 
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bureau  was  to  obviate  this  defect  and  to  enable  men 
and  women  to  keep  their  self-respect,  however  much 
they  might  temporarily  be  in  want  of  help." 

Although  the  Bureau  no  longer  has  an  independent 
existence,  the  practical  good,  which  it  started,  has  since 
been  carried  on  by  the  Society,  and  one  of  the  most 
important  of  the  Almoner's  duties  is  to  give  that  help 
and  advice  which  the  Labour  Bureau  was  intended  to 
supply  on  the  principle  that  "there  is  no  better  charity 
than  in  aiding  the  needy  to  maintain  themselves  by 
finding  for  them  the  employment  they  seek." 

The  Centenary  Year 

At  the  January  meeting  of  this  year,  the  Special 
Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Robert  Waller,  E.  F. 
Beddall,  and  H.  A.  Racker,  which  had  been 
appointed  to  collect  information  regarding  the  1886 
history  of  the  Society,  reported  that  "they  had 
collected  and  collated  valuable  historical  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  founding  of  the  Society,  its  officers  from  the 
commencement,  its  first  printed  Constitution  and  the 
names  of  members  who  signed  the  same."  The  Com- 
mittee further  submitted  that  it  was  advisable  to 
publish  these  historical  sketches  and  that  the  most 
appropriate  time  was  the  present  year  since  it  was  the 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Society.  The  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee  were  accepted  by  the 
Society  and  in  the  following  year  appeared  the  volume 
upon  which  the  present  work  has  been  to  a  large  extent 
based. 

The  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the  Society  was  cele- 
brated by  a  dinner  at  Delmonico's  on  Tuesday  evening, 
27th  April,  St.  George's  Day  having  this  year  fallen  on 
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Good  Friday.  The  members,  along  with  their  guests 
and  friends,  present  on  this  noteworthy  occasion  num- 
bered about  one  hundred  and  thirty.  Among  the 
guests,  who  accepted  the  invitation  to  be  present,  were 
Sir  William  Lane  Booker,  the  Consul-General,  General 
Horace  Porter,  and  Mr.  Whitelaw  Reid,  who  was 
afterwards  American  Ambassador  to  England.  The 
New  York  Tribune  of  April  28th  contained  a  full 
account  of  the  dinner  and  the  proceedings  which  passed 
off  in  a  manner  eminently  worthy  of  this  memorable 
red-letter  day  in  the  history  of  St.  George's  Society. 

The  great  respect,  which  the  members  of  the  Society 
held  for  the  sterling  qualities  of  Mr.  Edward  Hill,  was 
fittingly  displayed  at  the  time  of  his  death  which  took 
place  during  this  year.  They  unanimously  resolved 
that  "this  Committee  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  our  late  friend  attend  the  funeral  in  a 
body."  This  honour,  unusual  in  the  annals  of  the 
Society,  was  duly  paid  to  his  memory,  and  the  motion, 
referring  to  it,  was  inscribed  in  the  minutes  with  the 
hope  that  "others  may  be  stimulated  by  his  example 
to  like  effort  in  our  common  interest — to  extend  the 
influence  and  usefulness  of  this  Society." 

The  Centennial  Anniversary  had  also  been  signalized 
by  a  munificent  offer,  made  by  Mr.  Hill  a  short  time 
prior  to  his  decease,  to  give  $2,500  to  the  Permanent 
Fund  and  an  additional  sum  of  $2,500  or  any  part  of  it, 
provided  that  an  equivalent  amount  was  subscribed 
by  the  members  of  the  Society.  This  offer  was 
promptly  accepted  and  a  further  sum  of  $2,000  was 
added  by  Mr.  Edward  Blackburn,  an  old  life-member. 
The  movement  thus  initiated  resulted  in  the  collec- 
tion of  over  $10,000. 
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Efforts  to  Increase  Membership 

A  small  reduction  in  the  total  membership  of  the 
Society  took  place  at  this  time,  and,  in  directing  atten- 
tion to  this,  the  Committee  made  an  earnest 
appeal  to  individual  members  to  make  a  special  1887 
effort  to  counteract  this  decline  in  their  numbers. 
"Let  us,  each  one,"  they  declared  in  their  report, 
"charge  ourselves  with  the  personal  obligation  of  en- 
rolling one  new  member  during  1887,  so  that  when  we 
meet  here  next  year  we  may  not  only  have  the  satis- 
faction of  a  large  addition  to  our  members,  but  also 
experience  the  far  higher  gratification  resulting  from  a 
largely  increased  ability  to  meet  the  needs  and  claims 
of  our  distressed  fellow-countrymen." 

In  the  following  year  an  addition  of  eight  members 
was  all  that  had  resulted  from  the  above  request,  and 
the  appeal  was  renewed  for  increased  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  members.  At  the  same  time  the  1888 
Committee  urged  the  importance  of  liberal  con- 
tributions to  the  Contingent  Fund  as  there  were  con- 
stantly cases  coming  before  them  which  called  for 
prompt  and  substantial  aid.  These  cases,  as  the  Com- 
mittee pointed  out,  were  exactly  such  as  call  for  the 
sympathy  and  help  of  all  Englishmen,  but  still  they 
did  not  actually  have  a  claim  for  relief  from  the 
funds  of  the  Society.  This  being  so,  the  Committee, 
if  left  without  the  Contingent  Fund,  had  either  to 
decline  to  help  or  make  constant  calls  on  the  in- 
dividual members.  It  was  resolved  also,  with  the 
view  of  obtaining  a  better  attendance  of  members 
at  the  meetings,  that  the  Secretary  should  be  instructed 
to  notify  in  future  the  members  by  individual  inti- 
mation, instead  of  by  advertisement  in  the  daily  papers. 
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Proposed  Building 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  year,  an  important  dis- 
cussion took  place  upon  the  question  of  erecting  a 

building  in  the  city,  to  further  the  purposes  and 
1889     aims  of  the  Society.     Eventually  a  resolution, 

presented  by  the  President,  was  unanimously 
adopted.  According  to  its  terms  the  President  was 
empowered  to  appoint  a  committee  to  prepare  a  plan 
for  procuring  a  building  for  the  use  of  the  Society  as 
well  as  a  plan  for  raising  the  funds  necessary  to  obtain 
the  same.  This  committee  was  requested  to  report 
their  opinion,  on  or  before  the  October  meeting  of  the 
following  year,  but  the  minutes  of  the  Society  contain 
nothing  further  upon  the  matter. 

Year  after  year,  throughout  this  period  in  the  history 
of  the  Society,  the  complaint  is  regularly  put  forward 

that  the  members  were  dilatory  in  giving  their 
1891     support.      As    a   consequence,    a   proposal  was 

made  by  Mr.  Kinahan  Cornwallis  that  "a  special 
committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  best  means  to 
bring  the  Society  more  prominently  before  the  English 
residents  and  the  public  by  means  of  a  Ball  after  the 
Annual  Dinner  or  in  some  other  way."  An  amendment 
to  this  having  been  lost,  Mr.  Cornwallis's  motion  was 
carried  and  a  committee  of  five  appointed  by  the 
President.  The  annual  dinner  of  this  year  was  held 
at  Delmonico's  and  special  mention  is  made  in  the 
minutes  of  the  fact  that  in  point  of  numbers  it  was  the 
most  successful  dinner  ever  held  by  the  Society. 

Gift  to  the  Contingent  Fund 

The  good  work,  done  by  means  of  the  Contingent 
Fund,  had  always  been  hampered  by  the  lack  of  money, 
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and  it  was  therefore    a   welcome   piece   of    news    for 
those  concerned  in  the  distribution  of  the  income 
from  this  fund,  when  they  learned  that  a  special     1892 
donation    of    $5,000    had    been    made    to    the 
Society  by  R.  Fleming  Crooks,  Esq.,  "In  Memoriam 
J.  T.  A.  C." 

Death  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence 

In  the  minutes  of  the  January  meeting  of  1892,  it  is 
recorded  that  "On  the  recent  sad  occasion  of  the  death 
of  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  the  officers  of  the 
Society  took  prompt  and  active  steps  to  express  its 
sympathy  with  Her  Majesty,  with  their  Royal  High- 
nesses the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  and  with  the 
Princess  Victoria  Mary  of  Teck  in  their  bereavement." 
The  British  Consul  General  in  New  York  also  called  a 
meeting  at  which  "this  Society  was  most  creditably 
represented."  This  meeting  of  English  residents  passed 
similar  resolutions  of  sympathy  and  these  were  trans- 
mitted by  cable  to  the  Home  Secretary. 

The  hand  of  death  had  likewise  been  busy  among 
the  members  of  the  Society  during  this  period,  and 
among  those  whose  services  were  thus  lost  to  the 
Society  was  Mr.  W.  C.  Pickersgill  who  had  lived  to  be 
the  oldest  member.  His  connection  with  the  Society  had 
extended  over  nearly  sixty  years,  and  this  record  period 
was  specially  mentioned  in  the  minutes  of  the  Society. 

The  same  meeting  expressed  their  appreciation  of 
the  services  of  Mr.  F.  W.  J.  Hurst  during  the  six  years 
he  had  held  the  office  of  President,  and  Mr.  Turle 
also  moved  "that  on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Thomas  B. 
Bowring's  retiring  from  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the 
Society  and  of  his  departure  from  the  city,  a  vote  of 
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thanks  should  be  passed  and  seconded  for  his  efficient 
and  active  services  in  behalf  of  the  Society." 

A  proposal  was  read  by  the  Secretary  at  the  Annual 

Meeting  of  this  year,  bearing  upon  the  ever-present 

question  of  the  membership.     The  letter,  which 

1893  was  submitted  to  the  members,  had  been  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Robert  Waller  who  was  then  in 

England.  Mr.  Waller's  suggestion  was  that  it  was 
advisable  to  forward  the  Annual  Reports  to  all  absent 
members  with  a  view  to  securing  that  they  should 
remain  annual  members  or,  if  possible,  that  they  might 
be  induced  to  become  Life  Members.  The  idea  was 
received  with  favour  by  the  meeting,  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  write  to  Mr.  Waller  stating  that  his 
plan  would  be  adopted  in  some  such  shape  as  proposed. 
The  members  also  took  the  opportunity  of  forwarding 
to  Mr.  Waller  their  appreciation  of  his  long  and  active 
services  and  of  the  continued  interest  he  showed  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Society. 

British  Military  Tournament  Company 

The  active  part  which  the  St.  George's  Society  has 

always  taken  in  attending  to  the  wants  of  those  in 

difficulties,   was   very   clearly   displayed   in   an 

1894  incident  that  happened  in  New  York  in  1894. 

A  company,  composed  of  nearly  a  hundred 
men  and  travelling  under  the  name  of  the  British 
Military  Tournament  Company,  had  fallen  upon  evil 
ways  and  been  disbanded.  The  men  were  soon  in  sore 
straits,  and  efforts  were  being  made  on  their  behalf  by 
Mr.  George  Crouch,  who  afterwards  became  a  member 
of  this  Society.  The  committee  of  the  St.  George's 
Society  having  heard  of  the  distressed  condition  of  the 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH  85 

men  at  once  set  to  work,  and  a  large  sum  of 
money  was  raised  to  meet  the  emergency.  After  a 
considerable  amount  of  this  had  been  paid  out,  the 
original  promoter  of  the  Company  in  England  cabled 
funds  to  meet  any  expenses  incurred  by  the  men.  He 
also  gave  instructions  that  the  subscriptions  should  be 
refunded.  When  the  committee  proceeded  to  carry  out 
these  requests,  they  were  agreeably  surprised  to  find 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  subscribers  wished  to 
hand  over  their  amounts  to  the  credit  of  the  Contingent 
Fund.  This  resulted  in  an  addition  of  nearly  twelve 
hundred  dollars  to  its  somewhat  scanty  funds,  and  the 
members  of  the  Society  not  only  had  the  satisfaction 
of  sharing  in  the  efforts  to  alleviate  the  distress,  but 
they  had  also  the  consolation  of  receiving  a  substantial 
although  unexpected  return  for  their  services. 

At  the  Annual  meeting  held  on  January  23rd,  the 
attention  of  the  members  was  called  to  the  fact  that 
during  this  year  would  be  celebrated  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  Anglo-American  Free  Church  1895 
of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  with  which  the  St. 
George's  Society  had  been  so  long  and  intimately  con- 
nected. Notice  was  also  given  that  a  service,  appro- 
priate to  the  occasion,  with  an  address  giving  a  short 
history  of  the  church,  would  be  held  on  the  Sunday 
preceding  St.  George's  Day. 

St.  Luke's  Hospital 

This  year  opened  with  the  St.  George's  Society  in  a 
position  to  congratulate  itself  on  two  matters 
of  importance.     In  the  first  place  the  negoti-     1896 
ations    regarding   the    Society's   rights    in    St. 
Luke's  Hospital  had  been  brought  to  a  successful  ending 
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and  the  Secretary  was  then  in  the  happy  position  of 
being  able  to  announce  that,  "The  Society  now  pos- 
sesses by  deeds  duly  executed  and  recorded,  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  previously  exercised  by  the  Church 
of  St.  George  the  Martyr."  The  other  question  was 
the  removal  of  the  ancient  bugbear,  caused  by  the 
trouble  of  getting  and  keeping  members. 

Diamond  Jubilee 

In  this  year  Queen  Victoria  celebrated  the  sixtieth 
anniversary  of  her  beneficent  reign,  and  the  loyalty  of 

the  St.  George's  Society  was  shown  in  the  elab- 
1897     orate  display  that  was  a  feature  of  the  dinner 

of  that  year.  The  Secretary's  Report  contains 
the  following  remarks  about  this  auspicious  event:  "In 
view  of  the  fact  of  this  year  being  the  sixtieth  anni- 
versary of  Her  Gracious  Majesty,  Queen  Victoria,  the 
dinner  was  more  elaborate  than  usual.  Menus,  beau- 
tifully illustrated  and  bearing  the  portraits  of  the  Queen 
in  1837  and  1897,  together  with  the  Royal  Coat  of 
Arms  handsomely  executed  in  colour  and  gold,  were 
one  of  the  features  of  the  evening.  I  wish  to  say, 
however,  in  this  connection  that  these  beautiful  sou- 
venirs were  not  provided  by  the  Society  but  were  a 
gift  of  one  of  its  members,  who  has  always  been  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Society's  cause.  Unfortunately 
he  desires  to  have  his  name  withheld.  I  say,  unfor- 
tunately, because  I  feel  that  you  all  would  be  most 
ready  to  express  to  him  personally  your  gratitude  for 
his  gift  if  his  name  were  known." 

The  dinner  in  itself  was  an  eminent  success,  and  it 
was  the  Society's  pleasure  on  that  occasion  to  entertain 
a  number  of  the  officers  of  H.  B.  M.'s  ship  Talbot. 
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A  Congratulatory  Address 

Not  content  with  what  was  done  at  the  dinner,  the 
St.  George's  Society  felt  that  a  special  effort  should  be 
made  to  emphasize  this  great  and  historic  occasion. 
In  May  of  the  same  year  a  circular  was  issued  to  the 
members  by  the  Executive  Committee  requesting  them 
to  co-operate  in  the  preparation  of  a  congratulatory 
address  to  be  signed,  if  possible,  by  every  member  of 
the  Society  and  sent  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  This 
request  met  with  an  enthusiastic  response  and  the 
result  was  that  a  most  beautiful  album  was  prepared, 
bound  in  imperial  purple  morocco  and  gold.  The 
wording  and  form  of  the  Address  were  drawn  up  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Morgan,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Warren,  Sir  Percy 
Sanderson  (Consul  General),  George  G.  Ward,  Esq., 
2nd  Vice  President,  and  George  Massey,  Esq.,  Chair- 
man of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  album  itself  was  composed  of  about  twenty 
vellum  leaves,  and  on  the  first  page  was  the  Royal 
Coat  of  Arms  followed  by  the  Society's  Address  to  the 
Queen.  The  pages,  reserved  for  the  signatures  of  the 
members  of  the  Society,  were  embellished  with  hand 
painted  views  of  New  York. 

The  full  text  of  the  correspondence  relating  to  the 
sending  and  acceptance  of  this  Address  is  preserved  in 
the  minutes  of  the  Society,  but  is  of  too  great  a  length 
to  insert  here.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  Her  Majesty 
returned  her  sincere  thanks  for  the  sentiments  of  respect 
manifested  in  the  address,  and  also  sent  her  best  wishes 
for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  St.  George's 
Society  of  New  York. 

Shortly  afterward  the  sum  of  $350  was  subscribed  by 
the  members  and  handed  over  in  the  name  of  the 
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Society  to  help  in  the  payment  for  the  Jubilee  Memorial 
Windows  that  were  placed  in  the  Church  of  St.  John 
the  Evangelist,  of  which  church  the  Rev.  B.  F.  De 
Costa,  D.D.,  one  of  St.  George's  most  active  members, 
was  rector. 

Society's  Badge 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  1897,  a  discussion  arose 
as  to  the  advisability  of  the  Society's  adopting  a  badge 
to  be  worn  by  its  members.  The  committee,  that  was 
appointed  to  deal  with  this,  now  reported  in  the  follow- 
ing terms:  "That  it  is  eminently  desirable  that  the 
Society  should  have  a  badge,  the  use  of  which  would 
tend  to  expand  the  benefits  and  popularity  of  the 
Society,  by  cementing  the  union  of  its  members  and 
promoting  a  more  cordial  feeling  at  its  gatherings." 
The  committee  stated  also,  that  they  had  chosen  the 
design,  submitted  by  Tiffany  &  Co.  In  connection 
with  this  adoption  of  a  badge,  it  may  be  interesting 
for  present  members  to  know  that  one  of  the  badges, 
in  use  by  members  about  1830,  has  been  fortunately 
preserved,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  George  C. 
Pennell,  Esq.,  whose  grandfather  was  its  original  wearer. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Pennell,  the  Society  has 
been  enabled  to  reproduce  this  interesting  relic  for 
insertion  in  the  present  volume. 

During  this  year,  Mr.  Hurst,  who  had  added  two 
more  years  to  his  previous  six  years'  service  as  Presi- 
dent, was  again  the  recipient  of  further  favours 
1898  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  members.  A  recep- 
tion was  held  in  his  honour  by  the  members, 
in  recognition  of  his  long  connection  with  the  Society 
and  the  exceptional  services  he  had  rendered  to  it  in 
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the  past.  At  the  reception,  which  was  held  at  Del- 
monico's  on  February  13th,  1898,  Mr.  Hurst  was 
presented  with  a  beautiful  punch-bowl,  "as  a  token  of 
the  Society's  esteem  for  him  as  a  man  and  an  officer." 
A  similar  token  of  respect  was  paid  to  Mr.  Berkeley 
Mostyn  in  the  November  of  this  year  when  the  mem- 
bers presented  him  with  a  loving  cup  in  appreciation 
of  the  valuable  work  he  had  done  on  behalf  of  the 
Society. 

The  Secretary's  report  at  this  time  again  alluded  to 
the  perennial  question  of  the  membership.  Whilst  the 
roll  of  the  Society  showed  some  increase,  it  was  never- 
theless due  merely  to  the  activity  of  a  few  and  not  to 
the  efforts  of  the  members  as  a  whole.  The  Secre- 
tary's view  was  that  things  would  remain  in  the  same 
dull  routine  until  each  of  the  members  awakened  to  a 
sense  of  the  importance  of  individual  interest,  and  until 
all  realized  the  splendid  organization  and  work  under 
their  control. 

The  St.  George's  Society  on  their  own  initiative  had 
resolved  to  solicit  contributions  from  its  members  for 
the  relief  of  sufferers  from  the  war  in  the  Trans- 
vaal, but,  as  a  general  committee  of  persons  of  1900 
British  birth  had  been  formed  in  New  York,  it 
was  afterward  agreed  to  hand  over  all  subscriptions  to 
the  custodian  of  the  funds  of  the  general  committee. 

Death  of  the  Queen 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended  at  the 
meeting  of  January  23rd,  1901,  on  account  of  the 
death    of    Queen    Victoria    and    a    committee     1901 
was  appointed  to  draw  up  appropriate  resolu- 
tions expressing  the  deep  regret  of  the  members  at  the 
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loss  of  their  beloved  Queen  and  their  sympathy  with 
her  bereaved  family.  In  the  meantime  at  the  Presi- 
dent's suggestion,  a  cablegram,  expressive  of  sympathy, 
was  dispatched  to  King  Edward  VII. 

Assassination  of  the  President 

A  similar,  sad  duty  fell  to  the  Society  again  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  when  President  McKinley  was  assas- 
sinated. The  chaplains  of  the  Society  were  asked  to 
frame  a  resolution  and  it  was  resolved  by  the  members 
to  place  on  record  in  their  minutes  the  admiration  and 
affection  with  which  they  regarded  the  singularly  high- 
minded  and  religious  character  of  the  late  President. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  this  year,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee  announced  that  the  pay- 
ment from  the  Contingent  Fund  amounted  to 
1902  over  $1,200  of  which  the  principal  sum  was  for 
the  purchase  of  five  lots  in  Cypress  Hills  Ceme- 
tery. The  committee  pointed  out  that  this  had  become 
imperative  as  the  ground  at  that  time  in  the  possession 
of  the  Society  had  been  entirely  filled. 

The  question  of  the  Society's  securing  a  permanent 
home,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  which  had  been  dis- 
cussed at  the  previous  semi-annual  meeting  was  now 
brought  forward  again,  and  a  motion  was  unanimously 
carried  that  the  President  be  instructed  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  examine  into  the  whole  matter  and  to 
report  at  the  next  annual  meeting.  At  the  October 
meeting  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  invite  Sir 
Michael  Herbert,  British  Ambassador  at  Washington, 
to  become  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Society.  His 
acceptance  of  this  offer  was  announced  at  the  next 
January  meeting. 
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Bequest  and  Gift 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  William  Skinner,  who  was  a 
member  of  long  standing,  having  been  elected  in  1859, 
the  funds  of  the  Society  were  considerably 
augmented.  Through  a  bequest  in  his  will,  the  1903 
Society  received  the  sum  of  $1,000,  as  a  mark 
of  his  interest  and  appreciation  of  its  work.  At  the 
same  meeting  the  announcement  was  made  of  a  dona- 
tion of  $500  from  Mr.  George  A.  Hearn,  a  Life  Member 
of  the  Society.  Suitable  acknowledgments  were  made 
in  both  instances  for  these  very  acceptable  additions 
to  the  Society's  financial  resources. 

Permanent  Home 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  this  matter  was  also 
submitted  to  this  meeting,  and,  as  it  was  of  more  than 
usual  importance,  a  portion  of  it  may  be  reproduced 
here:  "Your  committee  regret  to  have  to  report  that 
owing  to  the  great  changes  in  the  real  estate  market, 
the  opportunities  that  presented  themselves  a  year  ago, 
for  obtaining  a  permanent  home  for  the  Society  have* 
at  the  moment,  entirely  disappeared.  The  property 
they  had  in  view  when  making  the  suggestion  to  the 
Society,  has  since  been  sold  at  considerably  enhanced 
values.  At  present  your  committee  do  not  consider  it 
advisable  to  recommend  the  purchase  of  real  estate  at 
the  prices  now  asked." 

The  committee  had  also  made  such  enquiries  as  were 
possible  as  to  the  cost  of  fitting  up  a  home  for  the 
uses  of  the  Society  and  in  their  report  they  expressed 
the  opinion,  "That  such  changes  as  the  Society  would 
probably  require  could  not  be  made  at  a  reasonable 
cost."     They  also  said  that,  if  the  meeting  wished  the 
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committee  to  continue,  they  still  trusted  to  be  able  to 
find  suitable  quarters  for  such  a  permanent  home  as 
would  increase  the  opportunities  for  benefitting  their 
less  fortunate  countrymen,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
prove  a  credit  and  honour  to  the  Society. 

This  committee  again  pointed  out  the  necessity  for 
proceeding  further  in  this  question  and  stated  that 
their  opinion  was  "that  a  permanent  home  and 
1904  fixity  of  location  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
Society.  To  be  pushed  from  office  to  office, 
from  year  to  year,  is  an  annoyance  and  expense  to  the 
Society  and  militates  against  the  good  the  Society  is 
trying  to  do."  After  a  general  discussion  of  this  report, 
a  motion  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried,  that 
$2,000  of  the  surplus  now  in  the  Charitable  Fund  be 
transferred  to  a  special  account  to  form  the  nucleus  of 
a  fund  to  enable  the  Society  to  procure  a  permanent 
location  for  the  administration  of  its  work  provided 
that  such  a  purchase  be  found  to  be  legal. 

At  the  same  meeting  a  motion  was  carried  that  Sir 
Mortimer  Durand,  His  Majesty's  Ambassador  at 
Washington,  should  be  elected  an  honorary  member  of 
St.  George's  Society. 

During  this  year  the  Society  in  the  person  of  its 
President,  received  several  marks  of  honour  which  in- 
dicate, in  a  considerable  degree,  the  high  esteem  in 
which  it  was  held  by  outside  bodies.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned  that  the  President  was  invited  to 
meet  the  English  municipal  visitors  to  the  St.  Louis 
Exposition  at  dinner  on  May  23rd.  Again  on  October 
6th,  by  invitation  the  President  had  the  honour  of 
meeting  Colonel  Sir  Howard  Vincent,  K.C.M.G., 
C.B.,   M.P.,   Aide-de-camp   to   the   King,  and  during 
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the  same  month  another  invitation  was  received  from 
the  President  of  St.  George's  Hall,  Company  C,  of 
Ottawa,  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the  corner  stone  of 
their  new  Hall  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor-General 
of  Canada. 

Prince  Louis  of  Battenberg 

As  soon  as  it  was  learned  in  1906,  that  the  Second 
Cruiser  Squadron  under  the  command  of  Prince  Louis 
of  Battenberg,  was  to  pay  a  visit  to  New  York, 
steps  were  taken  by  the  Society  to  tender  an  1906 
invitation  to  his  Serene  Highness  and  the 
officers  under  his  command.  Mr.  Edward  F.  Darrell, 
the  President,  was  requested  on  behalf  of  the  Society 
to  write  to  the  Prince  asking  him  and  his  officers  to 
attend  a  banquet  that  would  be  given  to  them  by  the 
British  residents  in  the  city  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Society.  Prince  Louis's  reply  contained  his  acceptance 
of  the  invitation  and  he  suggested  that  the  9th  of 
November  would  be  an  appropriate  date  as  it  was  the 
King's  birthday.  A  committee  was  then  formed  to 
take  charge  of  the  details  and  it  was  also  decided  to 
ask  the  sister  societies  to  join  with  St.  George's  Society 
in  making  the  banquet  a  success.  The  dinner  took 
place  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  on  the  evening  of  Novem- 
ber 9th,  Sir  Percy  Sanderson,  British  Consul-General, 
presiding.  Six  hundred  and  forty  sat  down  to  dinner. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  number  were  the  guests 
of  the  evening  and  consisted  of  officers  of  the  British 
and  American  fleets.  Over  two  hundred  and  fifty 
ladies  and  gentlemen  sat  in  the  boxes,  surveying  with 
interest  the  animated  display.  Shortly  afterwards  the 
Society  was  complimented  by  the  Royal  Society  of  St. 
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George  in  London,  on  the  enthusiastic  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  able  to  carry  out  the  banquet. 

In  the  report  submitted  by  Mr.  Henry  W.  J.  Buck- 
nail,  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  men- 
tion was  again  made  of  the  desirability  of  securing  a 
fixed  abode  for  the  Society.  This  was  made  painfully 
evident  at  this  time  because  the  Society  had,  only  a 
few  months  previously,  been  put  to  the  inconvenience 
of  having  to  shift  its  headquarters  once  more  and  it 
had  only  been  after  considerable  difficulty  that  adequate 
premises  had  been  obtained  at  108  Broad  Street,  where 
the  office  work  of  the  Society  has  since  been  carried  on. 
The  committee  again  expressed  the  opinion  that  there 
was  great  need  for  a  permanent  home  since  "landlords 
decline  to  give  leases  for  longer  than  a  few  months,  and 
with  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city,  it  will  become  more 
and  more  difficult  to  get  such  rooms  as  are  required." 

The  efforts  towards  obtaining  this  permanent  home 
for  the  Society  had  indeed  been  slowly  going  forward 
and  the  state  of  matters,  as  they  existed  then,  was 
summed  up  in  the  report,  which  the  committee  on  the 
Permanent  Fund  presented  at  this  meeting  to  the 
members.  This  report  stated  that  the  total  amount, 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Permanent  Home  Fund, 
was  now  over  $4,000,  but  that  "they  had  not  yet  found 
a  suitable  building  which  can  be  purchased  for  the 
amount  at  their  disposal  at  present." 

A  proposal  was  brought  forward  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  held  on  January  23rd,  to  abolish  the  ad- 
mission fee  of  $10,  which  had  previously  been 
1907  required  from  members  on  their  election,  but, 
when  this  came  up  for  discussion  at  the  next 
annual  meeting,  the  motion  was  declared  lost. 
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Presentation  to  Sir  Percy  Sanderson 

At  the  annual  banquet  of  the  Society,  the  Right 
Honourable  James  Bryce,  O.  M.,  the  British  Ambassa- 
dor, was  the  guest  of  honour  and  a  special  feature  of 
the  dinner  was  the  presentation  to  Sir  Percy  Sanderson, 
K.  C.  M.  G.,  of  a  silver  bowl  from  the  members,  "in 
recognition  of  his  work  as  President  of  the  Society  for 
two  terms  and  his  ever  ready  willingness  to  further  the 
best  interests  of  the  Society  during  his  residence  in 
New  York." 

At  their  first  meeting  during  this  year,  the  Society 
voted  their  cordial  thanks  to  Mr.  Berkeley  Mostyn 
for  his  work  in  the  past  as  delegate  from  the 
St.  George's  Society  to  the  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  1908 
and  also  for  his  untiring  services  in  obtaining 
for  the  use  of  the  Society,  twenty  beds  in  the  Hospital. 
The  Secretary  was  likewise  instructed  to  insert  the 
motion  in  the  minutes  and  send  a  copy  of  the  same  to 
Mr.  Mostyn. 

The  members  also  were  informed  that  the  Rt.  Hon. 
James  Bryce,  O.  M.,  the  British  Ambassador  accredited 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  had  accepted  the 
honour  of  being  enrolled  amongst  the  Honorary  Mem- 
bers of  the  Society. 

Shortly  after  voting  their  thanks  to  Mr.  Berkeley 
Mostyn,  the  Society  received  notice  of  his  death.  A 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  passed  a 
resolution  that  "the  St.  George's  Society  has  lost  1909 
a  man  of  noble  character,  a  loyal  friend,  a  true 
Englishman,  and  one  who  for  more  than  thirty  years  had 
laboured  in  many  ways  in  the  interests  of  the  Society, 
and  who  will  always  be  especially  remembered  as  one 
of  our  delegates  to  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  and  the  one 
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who  perhaps  did  more  than  any  other  towards  securing 
the  enduring  and  untold  benefit  which  the  St.  George's 
Society  receives  from  its  connections  with  that  institu- 
tion." 

Steamship  Privileges  Revoked 

At  this  annual  meeting  the  Chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  had  to  report  that  one  of  the  sources 
of  benefit,  which  the  Society  had  been  for  a  long  time 
able  to  rely  upon,  had  been  suddenly  closed  to  them. 
For  a  considerable  number  of  years  previous  to  this, 
the  Cunard  and  the  White  Star  Steamship  Lines  had 
generously  granted  free  passage  to  deserving  but  needy 
persons  who  had  applied  to  the  St.  George's  Society  for 
aid.  Now,  however,  the  members  were  informed  that 
these  welcome  grants  had  been  cancelled  and  that,  al- 
though the  Committee  had  written  to  Mr.  Harold 
Sanderson,  manager  of  the  White  Star  Line,  and  an 
ex-President  of  the  Society,  his  reply  had  been  un- 
favourable. Mr.  Sanderson  had  told  them  that  he  had 
brought  the  question  of  these  passages  specially  before 
the  Steamship  Conference  held  in  Paris,  but  had  not 
succeeded  in  getting  a  favourable  reply.  In  his  opinion 
it  seemed  that  nothing  further  could  be  done  in  the 
matter. 

A  special  appeal  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  an 
increase  to  their  funds  resulted  at  this  date  in  the 
collection  of  over  $800  together  with  special  Christmas 
donations  amounting  to  another 


Hudson-Fulton  Celebration 

In  the  month  of  June,  1909,  Mr.  L.  B.  Sanderson, 
the  Vice  President,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  President, 
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Mr.  Beddall,  who  was  then  in  ill  health,  called  a  meet- 
ing of  the  principal  officers  of  the  other  British  Societies 
in  New  York,  to  arrange  for  the  entertainment  of 
Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hobart  Seymour,  0.  M.,  G.  C.  B., 
and  of  the  officers  of  the  Cruiser  Squadron  dispatched 
by  His  Majesty's  Government  to  New  York,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  international  celebration  of  the  Hudson- 
Fulton  anniversaries. 

A  banquet  in  their  honour  was  organized  by  the 
representatives  of  the  five  societies  concerned  and  took 
place  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  on  the  night  of  October 
5th,  with  Mr.  Sanderson,  the  St.  George's  acting 
President,  in  the  chair.  Among  the  foreign  representa- 
tives who  were  present,  were  Gross  Admiral  Von  Koster 
of  the  Imperial  German  Navy  and  Admiral  Le  Pord, 
commanding  the  French  Battleship  squadron.  The 
whole  ceremony  was  carried  out  with  the  greatest  en- 
thusiasm and  it  was  generally  admitted  to  be  one  of 
the  most  successful  features  of  the  entire  Hudson- 
Fulton  celebration. 

In  this  year,  Mr.  Robert  Waller  died  on  the  eve  of 
his  89th  birthday.  He  had  been  a  member  of  St. 
George's  Society  for  almost  seventy  years  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  he  was  not  only  senior  but  the  oldest 
member  of  the  Society.  It  was  not,  however,  these 
facts  alone  that  made  Mr.  Waller's  personality  a 
notable  one,  but  rather  the  active  part  that  he  had 
taken  in  the  conduct  of  the  Society's  affairs  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  long  connection  with  it  as  a  member. 
For  almost  thirty  years  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  and  its  chairman  for  a  consider- 
able period.  On  two  occasions  he  had  served  as  Vice 
President,  and,  altogether,  the  value  of  his  work  might 
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be  justly  said  to  be  commensurate  with  the  lengthy- 
period  over  which  it  extended. 

Death  of  Edward  VII 

On  May  7th,  1910,  the  world  in  general  and  the 

British  Empire  in  particular  were  shocked  to  hear  of 

the  death,  after  a   very   short  illness,   of   His 

1910  Majesty,  King  Edward  VII.     This  Society,  to- 
gether with  the  other  British  Societies  of  New 

York,  after  cabling  a  message  of  sympathy  to  Queen 
Alexandra,  arranged  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  consider  what  steps  should  be  taken  to  express  their 
feelings  in  suitable  form.  It  was  ascertained  that  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Manning,  the  Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  was 
ready  to  hold  a  memorial  service,  and  that  C.  W. 
Bennet,  H.  B.  M.'s  Consul-General,  had  agreed  to  act 
with  the  Committee  in  looking  after  the  details.  This 
Memorial  Service  was  held  at  Trinity  Church  on 
Friday,  the  20th  of  May,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Manning, 
assisted  by  the  Chaplains  of  the  different  societies,  and 
also  the  Chaplain  of  the  Seamen's  Institute.  So  great 
had  been  the  number  of  applications  for  seats  that 
another  service  was  held  at  St.  Paul's  Chapel,  Vesey 
Street  and  Broadway,  simultaneously  with  the  one  at 
Trinity  Church. 

Increase  in  Membership 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  preceding  year,  it  had 

been  resolved  to  make  a  special  effort  to  increase  the 

membership  of  the  Society,  and  a  special  com- 

1911  mittee  had  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
going  thoroughly  into  the  matter.     The  energy 

and  systematic  work  of  this  committee  not  only  brought 
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in   many   new   members   but   its   activity   stimulated 

other  members  with  the  result  that  the  Society  could 

shortly  boast  that  it  was  able  to  show  for  the  first  time 

in  its  history,  a  member's  roll  with  over  six  hundred 

names,  and  the  hope  naturally  arose  that  the  good 

work,  done  in  the  past,  would  increase  proportionally 

with  this  large  infusion  of  new  vigour.     The  actual 

figures  were: 

Honorary  Members 3 

Life  Members 108 

Annual  Members 500 

making  a  total  of  611  members  as  compared  with  the 

previous  total  membership  of  499.     In  the  Secretary's 

report  this  gratifying  fact  is  duly  noted  in  the  following 

remarks:     "This  shows  an  increase  of  112  members,  a 

larger  increase  than  has  ever  been  shown  in  one  year, 

and  raises  the  Society  to  a  new  high-water  mark.    We 

trust  that  our  members  will  continue  their  exertions 

and  endeavour  to  keep  up  this  most  excellent  ratio  of 

increase." 

Coronation  Day 

On  June  22nd,  the  day  of  the  Coronation  of  King 
George  V  and  Queen  Mary,  a  special  service  was  held 
at  Trinity  Church,  at  which  the  Society  was  largely  rep- 
resented. So  great  indeed  was  the  number  of  applicants 
that  the  Executive  Committee  were  quite  unable  to  pro- 
vide seating  accommodation  for  all  who  wished  to  attend. 

At  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  on 
October  23rd,  two  motions  of  rather  more  than  usual 
interest  were  put  before  the  members  and  carried. 
The  first  of  these,  related  to  the  present  volume.  Its 
substance  was  to  the  effect  that  "The  History  of  the 
Society  should  be  brought  up  to  date  and  reprinted, 
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after  a  circular  shall  have  been  sent  to  the  members  to 
ascertain  which  of  them  are  willing  to  subscribe,  and 
that  a  Committee  be  appointed  by  the  President  for 
that  purpose."  The  other  motion  was  that  an  address 
of  welcome  be  presented  to  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of 
Connaught  upon  his  arrival  on  this  continent  to  take 
up  the  office  of  Governor-General  of  Canada.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Connaught  in  Canada,  the 
President,  Mr.  Lloyd  B.  Sanderson,  sent  a  cordial  letter 
of  greeting  to  the  new  Governor-General.  On  the 
strength  of  the  fact  that  the  Duke  has  been  an  Honor- 
ary Member  of  this  Society  for  over  forty  years,  it  may 
be  appropriate  to  quote  a  few  lines  from  the  letter  that 
the  Society  tendered  to  him  on  this  occasion: 

"On  behalf  of  the  St.  George's  Society  of  New  York, 
and  as  its  President,  I  have  the  honour  to  extend  to 
Your  Royal  Highness,  one  of  our  oldest  members,  a 
very  loyal  welcome  to  these  shores.  It  is  a  source  of 
profound  satisfaction  to  this  Ancient  and  Philanthropic 
Society,  composed  of  Englishmen  resident  here,  their 
sons  and  grandsons  of  both  American  and  British  birth 
and  nationality  to  feel  that  they  have  residing  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic  and  within  a  few  hours'  distance  of 
New  York,  a  Prince  of  that  Reigning  House  for  which 
they  entertain  sentiments  of  so  much  loyalty  and 
devotion,  especially  a  Prince,  whose  career  has  been  so 
distinguished  and  above  all,  so  useful  to  the  British 
Empire  as  that  of  Your  Royal  Highness." 

"Titanic"  Disaster 

The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Society  was  cancelled  this 
year  on  account  of  the  appalling  catastrophe  that  will, 
in  the  annals  of  the  sea,  be  inseparably  bound  up  with 
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the  name  of  the  Titanic.  It  was  a  fitting  and  seemly 
act  on  the  part  of  the  members,  to  lay  aside  all 
thought  of  festivity  during  a  time  of  sorrow  1912 
that  shocked  two  continents  and  reverberated 
round  the  world.  St.  George's  Day  of  1912  was  ac- 
cordingly devoted  to  a  Memorial  Service,  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  W.  T.  Manning,  D.D.,  in  Trinity  Church,  for 
the  fifteen  hundred  souls  lost  in  the  wreck.  Officials 
of  the  White  Star  and  Cunard  Steamship  Companies, 
survivors  of  the  disaster,  and  many  notable  people 
attended  the  service  which  was  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Society.  The  opening  part  of  the  service  was 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Courtney,  Chaplain  of  St. 
George's  Society,  and  former  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia, 
while  the  Rev.  Dr.  Manning  read  the  closing  prayers 
after  which  "Nearer,  My  God,  to  Thee,"  was  sung  as 
the  recessional  hymn.  More  than  half  of  the  six 
hundred  members  of  this  Society  and  their  friends  were 
present  at  this  service  which  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
pressive held  in  Trinity  Church  in  recent  years. 

A  committee  was  also  appointed  by  the  members  of 
the  Society,  to  raise  funds  for  the  relief  of  the  Titanic 
sufferers,  and,  at  the  October  meeting,  it  was  reported 
"that  out  of  $1,364,  so  received,  $1,085  had  been  ex- 
pended, leaving  a  balance  of 


"Havens"  Relief  Fund 

During  this  year  also  through  the  much  appreciated 
efforts  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, the  charitable  funds  of  the  Society  were  materi- 
ally helped  by  an  annual  grant  of  $250  from  the 
Havens  Relief  Fund  Society.  This  money  is  available 
only  for  cases  of  direct  relief  and  its  expenditure  is 
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under  the  special  supervision  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  ex  officio.  This  Committee,  on 
behalf  of  the  St.  George's  Society,  expressed  to  the 
Havens  Relief  Fund  Society,  its  appreciation  of  this 
generous  grant. 

At  the  127th  Annual  dinner,  held  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria,  the  St.  George's  Society  had  as  their  guest  of 
honour,  Walter  H.  Page,  the  recently  appointed 
1913  Ambassador  to  Great  Britain,  who,  in  the  course 
of  some  quietly  witty  remarks,  thanked  the  mem- 
bers and  their  guests  for  the  privilege  of  permitting  him 
to  begin  his  English  studies  before  he  left  home.  The 
theme  of  his  speech  was  the  great  common  heritage 
of  England  and  America,  and  the  necessity  for  em- 
phasizing the  mutual  interests  of  the  two  nations  and  for 
ever  keeping  green  the  memories  of  our  * 'heroes  of  action 
or  literature,  sea-dogs,  heroes,  poets, — gentlemen  all," 
because  "our  race  on  both  sides  of  the  sea  keeps  its 
elemental  youth  by  remembering  its  common,  immor- 
tal heritage  of  men  of  great  deeds  and  noble  speech." 

Perhaps  the  most  notable  feature  of  the  evening 
was  the  presentation  by  the  President  of  the  Society, 
of  the  original  of  the  recently  discovered  song,  first 
sung  at  the  second  anniversary  of  the  Society  on  St. 
George's  Day,  in  1771,  and  to  which  allusion  has 
already  been  made.  Fac-simile  copies  of  this  most  in- 
teresting document  were  distributed  as  souvenirs  among 
the  members  and  their  guests.  The  song  was  also 
splendidly  rendered  by  one  of  the  singers,  and,  as  its 
last  echoes  died  away,  many  of  those  present  must 
have  felt  the  unique  privilege  that  was  theirs  of  listening 
to  the  words  and  tune  of  a  song  that  had  lain  unknown 
and  utterly  forgotten  for  nearly  a  century  and  a  half. 


Goldsborough  Banyar 

First  President 
i 786- i 787 

Mr.  Goldsborough  Banyar  was  elected  first  President 
of  the  St.  George's  Society  on  January  23rd,  1786.  He 
was  born  in  London  in  1724,  and  came  to  America 
about  1737.  In  1746  he  was  appointed  Auditor-Gen- 
eral and  afterwards  served  as  Deputy  Clerk  of  the 
Council.  In  1752  he  was  elected  Registrar  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  in  1753  Judge  of  Probate,  and  in 
1757,  a  Trustee  of  the  New  York  Society  Library.  His 
public  life  came  to  an  end  with  the  termination  of 
British  rule  in  this  city.  Mr.  Banyar  married  in  1767, 
the  widow  of  Major  Appy.  This  lady  was  the  daughter 
of  Major  Abraham  Mortier,  the  British  Paymaster  of 
the  forces  in  North  America.  There  were  two  children 
of  the  marriage,  the  elder  of  whom,  Goldsborough 
Banyar,  Jr.,  married  Maria,  daughter  of  Chief  Justice 
Jay.  After  leaving  the  public  service,  Mr.  Banyar 
removed  to  Brunswick,  near  Albany,  in  1787.  His 
death  took  place  in  1815  at  Albany. 

The  following  description  of  him  in  his  later  years, 
is  taken  from  "Random  Recollections  of  Albany," 
published  in  1854,  in  Albany  Annals: 

"Among  other  curious  subjects  that  attracted  my 
attention  during  the  early  part  of  my  residence  in 
Albany,  was  a  blind  old  man  led  about  the  streets  by 
his  coloured  servant. 

"It  was  old  Mr.  Goldsborough  Banyar,  a  most  in- 
telligent, wealthy  and  respectable  old  gentleman. 
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GOLDSBOROUGH  BANYAR 

First  President 
1786-1787 
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"He  was  the  most  perfect  type  of  the  Anglo-American 
then  living  (1809).  He  was  the  last  of  a  race,  or  class  of 
men  now  totally  extinct — a  race  born  in  England,  grown 
rich  in  America,  proud  of  their  birth  and  prouder  of 
their  fortune.  He  had  been  a  Secretary  of  State  under 
the  Colonial  Government.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Revolution,  very  naturally,  and,  the  prospect  consid- 
ered, very  wisely,  he  took  sides,  not  arms,  with  the 
mother  country. 

"A  short,  stout  built  man,  English  alike  in  form,  in 
character  and  aspect,  and,  at  the  closing  years  of  his 
life,  infirm,  gouty,  and  nearly  blind,  but  still  sound  in 
mind  and  venerable  in  appearance." 


THEOPHYLACT  BACHE 

Second  President 
1788-1799 


Theophylact  Bache 

Second  President 
1788-1799 

The  family  name  of  Bache  has  been  traced  to  a 
knight  called  De  La  Beche  who  followed  William  the 
Conqueror  from  Normandy  in  1066.  The  more  imme- 
diate ancestor  of  Theophylact  Bache,  was  a  Collector 
of  Excise  in  Settle  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 
where  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  1734.  At 
an  early  age  he  came  out  to  New  York  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Paul  Richard,  a  relative  by  marriage.  This 
gentleman,  who  at  one  time  filled  the  office  of  Mayor 
of  New  York,  employed  young  Theophylact  as  his 
assistant.  The  industrious  apprentice  was  so  highly 
esteemed  by  Mr.  Richard  that,  when  the  latter  died, 
he  left  his  clerk  a  considerable  sum  of  money. 

Mr.  Bache  married  on  October  16th,  1760,  Ann  Doro- 
thy, daughter  of  Andrew  Barclay.  Amongst  their  fam- 
ily three  sons  became  identified  with  the  St.  George's 
Society. 

Mr.  Bache  filled  many  positions  of  trust  in  the  City. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  vestryman  of  old  Trinity 
Church.  In  1773  he  was  elected  President  of  the  New 
York  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  was  also  for  three 
years  President  of  the  New  York  Hospital  of  which 
also  he  was  a  Governor  for  a  good  many  years.  Mr. 
Bache  retired  from  active  business  life  in  1803  and 
afterwards  spent  much  of  his  time  at  his  country  resi- 
dence in  Flatbush,  Long  Island. 

The  portrait,  reproduced  here,  is  from  a  picture  in 
the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
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Miles  Sherbrooke 

Third  President 
1800-1801 

The  third  President  of  St.  George's  Society  was  a 
prominent  merchant  in  New  York  and  a  partner  in  the 
Auction  House  of  Perry,  Hays,  and  Sherbrooke.  In 
the  year  1774  he  had  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Fifty-One,  and 
throughout  the  period  of  war  he  remained  in  New 
York  quietly  carrying  on  his  business  in  Mill  Street. 
During  this  period  he  lived  in  Flatbush,  Long  Island, 
where  he  underwent  the  experience  of  being  captured 
in  June,  1778,  by  an  American  officer  called  Captain 
Mariner,  who  owed  Sherbrooke  a  personal  grudge.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  Mr.  Bache,  the  previous 
president  of  St.  George's  Society,  was  likewise  taken 
prisoner  at  the  same  time.  In  the  following  year  his 
property  was  confiscated  and  he  was  banished  from  the 
city.  A  few  years  later  he  petitioned  the  New  York 
Legislature  for  a  reversal  of  his  attainder.  This  ap- 
pears to  have  been  granted,  since  it  is  recorded  that 
he  had  again  settled  in  New  York  in  1790,  in  a  house  in 
Whitehall  Street.  His  position  soon  became  an  assured 
one  again,  and  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  dis- 
tressed is  proved  by  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the 
Vestry  appointed  by  General  Robertson  to  relieve  the 
poor  of  the  city.  The  same  desire  to  render  help 
induced  him  to  join  this  Society  in  its  second  year  of 
existence,  and,  as  this  sketch  indicates,  he  rose  in  a 
few  years  to  the  highest  position  in  the  gift  of  the 
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members.  Mr.  Sherbrooke's  importance  in  the  busi- 
ness world  of  his  day  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  he  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  left  behind  him  the  reputation  of  being 
"a  merchant  of  great  ability  and  a  gentleman  of  a 
warm,  social  nature,  combined  with  a  versatile  and 
well-stored  mind." 


Joshua  Waddington 

Fourth  President 
1802-1808 

The  fourth  president  of  the  society  was  born  at 
Blyth,  Nottinghamshire,  England  and  was  the  seventh 
son  of  the  rector  of  Harworth.  He  came  to  America 
in  1776  to  join  his  brothers,  William  and  Henry,  who 
had  already  established  themselves  in  New  York  as 
importers  of  foreign  goods.  His  arrival  took  place  on 
the  memorable  28th  of  September  when  one-half  of  the 
city  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

After  his  brothers  returned  to  England,  Joshua  Wad- 
dington became  the  leading  figure  in  the  linen  importing 
trade  of  America,  doing  business  under  the  name  of 
J.  Waddington  &  Co.,  at  the  corner  of  Pine  and  Pearl 
Streets,  until  the  firm  was  dissolved  at  the  time  of  the 
War  of  1812. 

Mr.  Waddington  married,  in  1780,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Elias  Desbrosses,  and,  on  her  death,  he  again 
married  in  1804,  Gertrude  Gouveneur,  daughter  of 
Abraham  Ogden. 

In  1787  Mr.  Waddington  was  elected  a  Director  of 
the  Bank  of  New  York,  and  in  addition  he  was  inter- 
ested as  a  stockholder  and  director  in  many  of  the 
other  old  Banks,  Insurance  Companies,  and  joint  stock 
enterprises  of  the  city  of  his  day. 

"He  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  energetic 
and  socially  disposed  merchants  of  his  day  and  to  have 
entertained  his  friends  and  associates  with  regal 
splendour,  and  was  never  better  pleased  than  when 
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extending  true  English  hospitality  at  his  home,  or 
while  distributing  charity  to  his  fellow-countrymen  in 
distress.  He  was  a  true  son  of  St.  George,  proud  of 
his  family  and  of  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  careful  of  all 
that  concerned  his  honour  and  good  name." 

Mr.  Waddington's  long  and  well-spent  life  came  to 
a  close  in  1844  when  he  died  in  the  89th  year  of  his  age. 


Samuel  Corp 

Fifth  President 
1809-1812,  and  1821-1824 

The  senior  partner  in  the  English  exporting  house  of 
Corp,  Ellis,  and  Shaw,  was  elected  the  fifth  president 
of  St.  George's  Society  in  1809.  During  the  last  years 
of  the  eighteenth  century  Mr.  Corp's  business  was 
situated  at  171  Pearl  Street  and  he  then  occupied 
rooms  over  his  store,  as  was  the  custom  of  New  York 
merchants  at  that  early  day.  In  1806  his  firm  became 
involved  in  the  Caracas  Expedition  through  its  deal- 
ings with  Mr.  Samuel  G.  Ogden,  who  was  induced  by 
General  Miranda  to  enter  upon  a  wild  scheme  for  the 
liberation  of  South  America.  A  ship  called  Leander 
was  fitted  out  with  war  material  and  150  young  men 
from  the  city  sailed  with  her.  This  visionary  expedi- 
tion to  Caracas  turned  out,  however,  a  complete 
failure  and  the  main  loss  fell  upon  Mr.  Corp  who 
honourably  discharged  in  full  all  the  obligations  that 
had  been  contracted. 

In  the  St.  George's  Society  Mr.  Corp  filled  the 
position  of  Steward  in  1788,  1794,  and  1795.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Charitable  Committee  from 
1796  to  1799,  and  was  Vice  President  from  1800  to 
1808.  After  his  first  period  of  office  as  President,  he 
was  again  called  upon  to  fill  the  chair  between  1821 
and  1824.  Altogether  Mr.  Corp  was  connected  with 
the  society  for  the  long  period  of  fifty-two  years.  He 
had  been  one  of  the  original  subscribers  in  1786  and 
remained  a  member  in  good  standing  until  his  death 
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in  1838.  When  he  died  in  harness  in  that  year,  his 
commercial  career  in  New  York  had  lasted  almost 
sixty  years.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  minutes 
of  the  meeting,  which  passed  resolutions  in  praise  of 
Mr.  Corp's  services,  were  signed  by  James  B.  Elliman, 
who  was  elected  a  member  in  1833  and  was  still  alive 
in  1886.  The  two  lives  of  Mr.  Corp  and  Mr.  Elliman 
thus  formed  a  unique  record  in  covering  by  their 
membership  a  complete  century  of  service  on  behalf  of 
the  Society. 


Jonathan  Ogden 

Sixth  President 
1816-1820 

From  1813  to  1815,  "during  the  War  no  annual 
meetings  were  held,"  and  the  office  of  President  re- 
mained vacant.  The  next  gentleman  to  serve  was 
Mr.  Jonathan  Ogden  who  was  a  Yorkshireman  by 
descent,  having  been  born  March  6th,  1768,  in  the 
parish  of  Leeds,  in  the  county  of  York,  in  England. 
His  arrival  in  this  country  nearly  coincided  in  point  of 
time  with  the  establishment  of  the  Society.  Shortly 
after  his  settlement  here  he  had  the  privilege,  as  he 
was  wont  to  relate  in  after  years,  of  witnessing  the 
inauguration  of  Washington  as  First  President  of  the 
United  States, 

In  1804  he  was  married  at  Trinity  Church  to  Miss 
Charlotte  Eliza  Walton  and  they  had  a  family  of  two 
sons  and  three  daughters. 

Soon  after  arriving  in  America,  he  established  the 
house  of  Ogden,  Day,  &  Co.,  afterwards  Ogden,  Fergu- 
son, &  Co.,  and  so  prosperous  did  he  become  among 
the  merchant  princes  of  his  day  that  he  was  said  to 
have  been  at  one  time  the  largest  holder  of  cotton  in 
the  United  States. 

In  1795  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  held  that  position  for  nearly 
forty  years.  For  a  considerable  period,  also,  he  be- 
longed to  this  Society,  serving  on  its  Charitable  Com- 
mittee from  1806  to  1815.  It  may  be  noted  that  his 
partners,  Mr.  John  Day  and  Mr.  Samuel  Ferguson, 
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were  Vice  Presidents  of  the  Society  during  Mr.  Corp's 
term  of  office. 

Mr.  Ogden's  death  took  place  on  January  2nd,  1833, 
at  his  residence,  4  State  Street,  and  he  was  buried  in 
Trinity  Church  near  the  scene  of  his  many  activities. 


Thomas  Dixon 

Seventh  President 
1825-1834 

The  office  of  President  was  held  by  Mr.  Dixon  for 
a  longer  period  than  by  any  other  occupant  of  the 
chair  except  Theophylact  Bache.  Altogether  he  served 
the  Society  in  its  highest  post  for  nearly  a  whole  decade. 
In  1816,  as  a  young  man,  he  came  to  America  from 
England  where  he  had  been  born  in  1792.  Gradually 
he  built  up  a  prosperous  business  in  the  dry  goods  trade 
at  77  Pine  Street,  and  there  continued  for  many  years, 
although  at  a  later  period  of  his  active  business  life  he 
became  a  banker  and  dealer  in  foreign  exchange.  He 
was  a  resident  of  New  York  for  nearly  half  a  century 
and  during  that  time  did  his  full  share  in  building  up 
the  wealth  and  grandeur  of  the  city. 

In  the  affairs  of  the  St.  George's  Society  he  took  a 
very  special  concern  and  "his  cheque  for  one  hundred 
dollars  came  as  regularly  to  the  Treasurer  as  the  years 
rolled  along."  In  personal  appearance  he  was  of  a 
tall  commanding  presence  and  his  genial  courtesy  as  a 
host  rendered  him  eminently  fitted  to  perform  the 
duties  attached  to  the  chair  of  a  social  and  charitable 
brotherhood. 

Mr.  Dixon  returned  to  England  in  1862  and  died  at 
Eastbourne,  Sussex,  on  October  3rd  of  that  year. 
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Joseph  Fowler 

Eighth  President 
1835-1836;  1843;  1846;  1856 

Mr.  Fowler's  popularity  with  his  fellow  members  of 
St.  George  is  best  seen  in  the  fact  that  they  chose  him 
as  President  on  no  fewer  than  four  different  occasions. 
During  his  last  year  as  President,  he  was  H.  B.  M. 
Acting  Consul  at  New  York,  filling  that  post  during 
the  interval  between  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Anthony 
Barclay,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Archibald. 
During  his  tenure  of  this  important  office  he  enjoyed 
the  full  confidence  not  only  of  the  Government  at 
home  but  also  of  the  English  residents  in  New  York. 
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ANTHONY  BARCLAY 

Ninth  President 
1837-1839 


Anthony  Barclay 

Ninth  President 
1837-1839 

Although  born  in  New  York,  Mr.  Barclay  and  his 
two  elder  brothers  always  considered  themselves  British 
subjects  since  they  had  been  born  under  the  flag  of  the 
Consulate,  their  father  being  British  Consul  at  New 
York  in  the  early  days  of  the  republic,  when  Washing- 
ton, Adams,  and  Jefferson  were  Presidents. 

Mr.  Barclay  spent  a  number  of  his  earlier  years  in 
Savannah,  where  he  married  Mrs.  Glen,  a  wealthy 
widow  of  that  city.  When  he  returned  to  New  York, 
he  entered  the  business  of  his  brothers  who  had  been 
rapidly  rising  to  the  very  highest  eminence  as  mer- 
chants. 

Mr.  Barclay,  who  was  generally  known  among  his 
friends  as  Colonel  Barclay,  first  lived  in  Dey  Street, 
near  Greenwich  Street.  Afterwards  his  residence  was 
in  College  Place  where  his  house  became  a  leading 
social  centre  largely  due  to  his  brilliant  and  intellectual 
wife  who  was  acknowledged  to  be  New  York's  most 
fascinating  conversationalist  of  her  day. 

In  December,  1842,  on  his  being  appointed  British 
Consul  for  New  York,  he  retired  from  the  firm  of 
Barclay  and  Livingston,and  placed  all  his  acknowledged 
abilities  at  the  service  of  the  British  Government. 
As  Consul  he  succeeded  Mr.  James  Buchanan,  who 
had  held  that  office  from  1816  up  to  that  time,  and  he 
was  assisted  by  Mr.  Robert  Bunch  as  Vice-Consul 
to  whom  reference  is  made  further  on  in  this  volume 
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in  connection  with  St.  Luke's  Hospital.  During 
the  Crimean  War,  he  was  relieved  of  his  office  on 
the  charge  that  he  had  enlisted  men  for  service  in 
the  field.  This  accusation,  however,  was  satisfactorily 
explained  away,  and  Mr.  Barclay  was  awarded  a 
pension  by  his  Government.  This  he  lived  to  enjoy 
for  nearly  twenty  years.  On  his  withdrawal  from 
public  service,  he  retired  to  his  country  mansion  near 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  he  died  on  March  17,  1877,  in 
the  85th  year  of  his  age. 


Charles  Edwards 

Tenth  President 
i 840-1841 

In  1840  the  St.  George's  Society  chose  Mr.  Charles 
Edwards  as  their  tenth  president.  His  early  manhood 
was  spent  in  England  where  he  was  born  on  May  30th, 
1797.  He  settled  in  New  York  in  1825  and  soon  made  a 
name  for  himself  both  as  lawyer  and  writer.  His 
reputation  among  his  professional  brethren  was  a  high 
one  and  he  enhanced  it  greatly  by  publishing  in  1833 
four  volumes  entitled,  "The  Chancery  Reports."  This 
work  proved  of  such  high  merit  that  a  second  edition 
was  called  for  in  1844. 

His  second  literary  production  was  a  monograph, 
"The  History  and  Poetry  of  Finger  Rings,"  and  this 
was  followed  by  "Feathers  from  my  Wing,"  and 
"Pleasantries  about  Courts  and  Lawyers."  This  last 
work,  which  was  dedicated  to  his  son  who  is  still  in  the 
land  of  the  living,  contains  many  entertaining  anecdotes 
of  Alexander  Hamilton,  Daniel  Webster,  William  H. 
Seward  and  other  notable  leaders  of  that  generation. 
The  book  abounds  in  wit  and  is  still  well  worth  perusal. 
Mr.  Edwards  was  very  fond  of  and  a  great  devotee  to 
private  theatricals,  a  man  of  most  untiring  energy, 
both  socially  and  professionally  and  one  of  the  most 
versatile  and  learned  men  who  have  had  the  honour  of 
presiding  over  the  St.  George's  Society. 

His  hospitality  was  on  the  most  lavish  scale,  and  one 
of  his  boon  companions  was  Anthony  Barclay,  who  had 
already  preceded  him   as  President  of  St.   George's, 
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The  two  of  them  were  always  the  life  and  soul  of  the 
company  that  delighted  to  gather  around  them  to  hear 
their  exceptional  powers  of  conversation. 

Mr.  Edwards  died  on  May  30th,  1868,  leaving  a 
widow  and  four  sons,  one  of  whom,  Pierrepont,  was 
for  some  years  British  Vice-Consul  for  the  port  of 
New  York,  and  is  still  a  member  of  this  Society. 


EDWARD  F.  SANDERSON 

Eleventh  President 
1842  and  1848 


Edward  Fisher  Sanderson 

Eleventh  President 
1842  and  1848 

Mr.  Sanderson  had  the  honour  of  being  elected  Presi- 
dent of  St.  George's  Society  on  two  different  occasions. 
An  Englishman  by  birth,  Mr.  Sanderson  came  to 
America  in  1823,  when  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-four.  He  made  a  start  in  business  at  134  Pearl 
Street  and  his  integrity  and  ability  soon  enabled  him 
to  build  up  a  very  successful  connection.  In  the  course 
of  time  he  became  the  senior  member  of  the  Sheffield 
and  New  York  firm  of  Sanderson  Brothers  &  Co. 
This  firm  carried  on  its  affairs  for  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  years  at  16  Cliff  Street. 

Mr.  Sanderson's  energy  also  found  outlet  in  his 
duties  as  a  Director  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  as  well  as 
of  several  of  the  local  Insurance  Companies.  Mean- 
while, his  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  St.  George's 
Society  was  in  no  way  diminished  by  the  fact  that  he 
considered  it  his  duty  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  Much  of  Mr.  Sanderson's  leisure  was  devoted 
to  the  study  of  scientific  literature,  and  he  made  a 
special  study  of  mineralogy  in  which  he  gained  an 
expert  knowledge. 

Mr.  Sanderson,  who  had  married  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
Isaac  Carow,  returned  to  England  in  1856  after  he  had 
made  an  ample  fortune.  The  remaining  ten  years  of 
his  life  were  spent  in  the  country  of  his  birth  and  his 
death  took  place  on  September  26th,  1866,  when  he 
had  reached  the  67th  year  of  his  age. 
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A  striking  testimony  to  his  many  good  qualities  was 
forthcoming  in  New  York  when  his  approaching  de- 
parture for  England  became  known.  His  brother  mer- 
chants and  his  fellow-members  of  the  St.  George's 
Society  joined  in  giving  him  a  public  reception  as  a 
proof  of  the  esteem  and  regard  they  entertained  for 
him  as  a  merchant,  a  philanthropist,  and  a  man. 


W.  B.  Cuthbertson 

Twelfth  President 
1844-1845 

No  record  can  be  traced  of  Mr.  Cuthbertson's  early 
life  and  parentage  but  it  is  known  that  he  was  highly 
esteemed  as  an  English  merchant,  being  engaged  as  an 
extensive  importer  of  wines  and  spirits  in  Water  Street, 
New  York.  After  joining  the  St.  George's  Society,  he 
became  an  interested  and  active  worker  in  alleviating 
the  wants  of  his  fellow  countrymen,  and  was  particu- 
larly conscientious  in  his  attention  to  the  duties  of  the 
committees  upon  which  he  was  placed. 

An  amusing  story  of  a  clerk  of  his  deserves  a  few 
lines  here  for  its  preservation.  Needing  help  in  his 
office,  Mr.  Cuthbertson  was  prevailed  upon  to  engage 
at  a  rather  high  salary,  Tom  Oldfield,  a  young  blood  of 
the  day  and  a  son  of  his  old  friend,  the  head  of  the 
firm  of  Oldfield,  Bernard,  &  Company.  Needless  to 
say  the  new  recruit  was  not  exactly  fitted  for  the 
hum-drum  of  an  office  life  since  he  had  already  some- 
thing of  a  reputation  as  an  habitue  of  old  Washington 
Hall,  where  in  years  long  ago  the  Society  held  its  annual 
dinners.  After  being  appointed,  Tom  would  make  his 
appearance  at  the  office  at  precisely  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  This  went  on  for  a  week,  when  Mr.  Cuth- 
bertson, unable  to  stand  it  any  longer,  gave  his  lazy 
clerk  a  sound  lecture.  "But,  my  dear  sir,"  said  Tom, 
"I  don't  get  my  breakfast  until  one  o'clock — how  can 
I  come  earlier?"  "Get  your  breakfast  earlier,"  replied 
the  merchant.     "How  can  I?"  was  the  answer.     "I 
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don't  get  up  until  past  twelve."  "Then  get  up  earlier," 
was  the  advice  given  him.  "How  can  I?"  asked  Tom, 
"when  I  don't  go  to  bed  until  daylight."  Further 
argument  was  deemed  useless  and  the  services  of  Old- 
field  were  gently  but  firmly  dispensed  with  by  the 
venerable  merchant. 


John  S.  Bartlett,  M.  D 

Thirteenth   President 
1847 

Dr.  John  S.  Bartlett  was  a  Dorsetshire  man,  having 
been  born  in  that  county  in  1790.  When  he  settled 
in  America  he  took  up  his  residence  in  New  York. 
Part  of  his  education  was  obtained  in  Scotland  and  he 
was  a  graduate  of  the  Edinburgh  College  of  Physicians 
in  1820.  For  some  years  after  he  came  to  America,  he 
edited  the  Albion  newspaper,  and  found  time  besides 
to  publish  a  considerable  number  of  books.  Among  his 
publications  were  several  professional  works.  Of  these 
the  most  important  were:  "The  Physician's  Pocket 
Synopsis,"  published  in  1822  at  Boston,  and  "A  Letter 
to  the  President,  Counsellors  and  Fellows  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society,"  published  in  the  same  city 
in  1837.  Dr.  Bartlett's  attainments  as  a  medical  man 
were  honoured  by  his  election  as  a  member  of  this 
Boston  Society. 

After  a  number  of  years  of  residence  at  Concord, 
Massachusetts,  Dr.  Bartlett  came  back  to  New  York 
and  lived  for  a  time  in  Barclay  Street.  In  later  years 
after  1853,  his  office  was  at  86  William  Street.  His 
death  took  place  at  Middletown  Point,  New  Jersey, 
on  the  25th  of  August,  1863.  He  was  recognized  by 
all  who  knew  him  as,  "a  man  of  happy,  social  tempera- 
ment, of  a  convivial  disposition,  delighting  in  all  the 
good  things  of  this  life,  a  keen  sportsman,  and  a  trusty 
son  of  Britain." 
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John  C.  Beales,  M.  D. 

Fourteenth  President 
1849-1853  and  1858-1860 

Dr.  Beales  was  born  in  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
England,  in  1804.  He  was  educated  for  the  medical 
profession  and,  as  a  student,  attended  the  lectures  of 
John  Kendrick,  the  famous  English  surgeon.  After- 
wards he  became  dresser  at  St.  George's  Hospital, 
London,  to  the  celebrated  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  and 
eventually  graduated  from  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons, London,  in  1829.  In  the  same  year  he  left 
England  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Mexico,  where 
he  married  Donna  Dolores  De  Soto,  a  descendant  of 
Fernando  De  Soto,  the  discoverer  of  the  Mississippi 
River. 

In  1835  Dr.  Beales  removed  to  New  York  and  for 
many  years  was  medical  examiner  for  the  Albion  Life 
Insurance  Company.  Many  honours  were  conferred 
upon  him  in  the  years  that  followed.  He  was  admitted 
an  M.  R.  C.  S.  of  London,  and  a  Licentiate  of  the 
Proto  Medicato  of  Mexico.  In  New  York,  the  Acad- 
emy of  Medicine  made  him  a  Fellow  and  he  also  held 
the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  in  Madrid. 

For  many  years  Dr.  Beales  was  the  leading  spirit  in 
St.  George's  Society  and  was  always  ready  to  respond 
to  any  call  that  might  be  made  upon  either  his  time  or 
his  purse.  The  following  sentence  is  quoted  here  as 
giving  an  acquaintance's  impression  of  him.  "He  was 
a  tall,  well  built  specimen  of  an  Englishman,  fond  of 
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society,   a   giant   in   energy,    and   a   Demosthenes   in 
speech." 

Dr.  Beales  was  in  his  74th  year  when  he  died  on 
July  25th,  1878.  His  family,  consisting  of  a  son  and 
a  daughter,  inherited  from  him  large  estates. 


William  Young 

Fifteenth  President 
1854-1855 

William  Young,  one  of  the  descendants  of  a  very 
old  Scottish  family,  the  Youngs  of  Leny,  was  born  at 
Deptford  in  the  county  of  Kent,  England.  His  father, 
Vice-Admiral  W.  Young,  at  that  time  held  a  naval 
appointment  there. 

Mr.  Young  spent  a  number  of  years  both  in  the 
North  and  South  of  America  and  during  the  course  of 
his  travels,  married  a  lady  belonging  to  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  After  settling  down  in  New  York,  he 
became  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Albion  in  1848. 
This  journal,  which  no  longer  exists,  he  held  and  con- 
ducted for  eighteen  years,  embracing  the  difficult  period 
of  the  Civil  War  in  the  United  States.  In  1869,  Mr. 
Kinahan  Cornwallis,  one  of  our  oldest  living  members, 
purchased  the  Albion  from  him  and  his  publisher,  Mr. 
William  H.  Morrell,  who  was  also  until  his  death  a 
life  member  of  the  Society.  Mr.  Young  still  continued 
to  contribute  articles  to  his  former  paper  and  later 
began  the  publication  of  an  evening  paper,  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  New  York;  but,  as  he  lost  money  by  it,  he 
soon  discontinued  its  issue. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Young  left  New  York  to  reside  perma- 
nently in  Paris,  where  his  two  unmarried  daughters  had 
previously  taken  up  their  residence,  and  where  he  had 
lived  for  a  time  when  young.  Among  his  literary  con- 
tributions may  be  mentioned  his  translation  of  two 
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hundred  of  Beranger's  Songs,  and  of  "L 'Homme  qui 
Rit"  one  of  Victor  Hugo's  romances. 

Mr  Kinahan  Cornwallis,  to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  part  of  the  above  information,  knew  Mr.  Young 
intimately  and  thus  expresses  his  opinion  of  him:  "He 
was  a  well-bred  Englishman — tall,  fine-looking,  refined 
and  highly  educated  and  of  reserved  and  austere 
manner,  with  thoroughly  English  sentiments  and 
sympathies." 


Septimus  Crookes 

Sixteenth  President 
1857 

No  record  has  been  preserved  either  of  Mr.  Crookes's 
birth  or  of  the  particular  line  of  business  in  which  he 
was  engaged  while  residing  in  this  city.  About  all 
that  is  known  of  him  is  that  he  was  a  warm  personal 
friend  of  Charles  Edwards,  a  former  President  of  St. 
George's  Society.  The  latter  in  witnessing  Mr. 
Crookes's  will  testified  that  he  had  known  him  inti- 
mately both  in  England  and  America  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years.  Mr.  Crookes  remained  a  bachelor  all  his 
life  and  died  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1867. 
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Henry  Eyre 

Seventeenth  President 
1861-1866 

Henry  Eyre  was  born  on  November  14th,  1815,  at 
Beverly,  in  Yorkshire.  After  being  educated  at  the 
Grammar  School  there,  he  went  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  in 
1829  and  began  his  business  career  in  the  well- 
known  house  of  Phipps  &  Co.  After  spending  ten 
years  there,  he  came  to  New  York  and  founded  the 
firm  of  J.  L.  Phipps  &  Co.  In  1850  he  retired  from 
that  firm  and  established  the  house  of  Henry  Eyre  & 
Co.,  in  New  York  and  Eyre,  Moke,  &  Co.  in  New 
Orleans,  in  connection  with  Johnson  &  Co.  of  Liverpool, 
Subsequently  he  went  into  business  for  himself  in  the 
South  American  and  China  trade,  and  soon  became 
one  of  the  largest  importers  in  New  York. 

Apart  from  his  other  activities,  he  held  the  post  of 
Director  of  the  New  York  Branch  of  the  Royal  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Liverpool,  as  well  as  similar  positions 
in  the  Bank  of  the  Republic  and  in  the  Con- 
tinental Insurance  Company. 

In  1849  Mr.  Eyre  married  Georgina,  third  daughter 
of  John  Eyre,  Esq.,  of  Eyre  Court,  County  Galway, 
Ireland.  Four  of  his  five  sons  by  this  marriage  after- 
wards became  life  members  of  the  St.  George's  Society. 
Mr.  Eyre  himself  had  joined  the  Society  in  1840,  and 
served  on  the  Charitable  Committee  in  1854-55,  and 
also  as  Vice  President  in  1856  and  1857. 

He  made  his  tenure  of  office  memorable  by  a  gift  of 
$5,000  in  1865  to  the  Permanent  Fund,  upon  the  con- 
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dition  that  a  similar  amount  should  be  raised  by  the 
members.  This  offer  was  promptly  and  liberally 
responded  to  and  by  the  time  the  list  was  closed  a 
sum  of  over  fifteen  thousand  dollars  had  been  raised. 
On  his  retirement  from  the  Presidency  he  continued 
to  be  a  firm  friend  of  the  Society,  and  upon  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  May  4th,  1882,  resolutions  ex- 
pressive of  deep  regret  and  sympathy  were  adopted  and 
forwarded  to  his  family. 
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SIR  EDWARD  M.  ARCHIBALD 

Eighteenth  President 
1867-1870 


Sir  Edward  Mortimer  Archibald 

Eighteenth  President 
1867-1870 

Sir  Edward  Mortimer  Archibald  was  born  in  Truro, 
Nova  Scotia,  on  May  10th,  1810.  After  reading  law 
with  his  father,  who  was  Master  of  the  Rolls  of  Nova 
Scotia,  he  entered  the  British  service  as  Registrar  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland.  Sub- 
sequently he  became  Registrar  and  Clerk  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  then  in  succession  Attorney  General,  Advo- 
cate General,  and  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Newfoundland. 

Some  years  later  Mr.  Archibald  was  appointed  to 
succeed  Mr.  Barclay  as  British  Consul  in  New  York 
and  in  1871  he  was  promoted  to  the  Consul  Generalship. 

During  the  Civil  War  and  the  Fenian  excitement, 
Mr.  Archibald's  duties  were  often  more  of  a  diplomatic 
than  a  commercial  nature,  and  the  success  which 
attended  his  performance  of  them  won  high  praise  from 
the  Home  Government  and  the  leading  men  in  this 
country.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  made  a 
C.  B.  and  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  "Geneva  award." 
In  the  payment  of  that  award  he  carried  with  him  to 
Washington  in  one  instance  $15,000,000  in  one  cheque. 
A  curious  fact  in  connection  with  this  journey  was  that 
the  train  upon  which  the  Consul  General  was  travelling 
broke  down  and,  as  the  time  for  the  payment  of  the 
money  had  nearly  expired,  the  British  Government 
came  very  near  being  declared  a  defaulter. 
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In  1880  Mr.  Archibald  was  entitled  to  retire  upon  a 
pension,  he  having  attained  the  age  of  seventy  years, 
but  an  exception  was  made  in  his  favour  by  Lord 
Salisbury,  and  he  was  requested  to  retain  his  office. 
In  1882  he  went  to  England,  where  he  was  knighted 
and  received  the  order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George, 
with  a  pension  of  £1,500  a  year.  Two  years  after- 
wards he  resigned  his  office  and  left  this  country  to 
reside  in  England.  On  his  retirement  from  the  Govern- 
ment service,  a  complimentary  dinner  attended  by  two 
hundred  representative  citizens,  was  given  to  him  at 
Delmonico's. 

Sir  Edward  Archibald  died  at  Brighton,  England, 
on  February  8th,  1884. 


John  G.  Dale 

Nineteenth  President 
1871-1873 

Mr.  Dale  was  a  native  of  Lancashire  in  England 
where  he  was  born  in  1830.  His  father  was  a  minister 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  began  his  business 
career  with  the  shipping  firm  of  Richardson,  Spence  & 
Co.  of  Liverpool.  At  the  close  of  the  Crimean  War, 
the  Liverpool  and  Philadelphia  line  of  steamers  was 
established  between  these  two  cities  and  Mr.  Dale 
came  to  this  country  as  bookkeeper.  In  the  winter  of 
1856-7  the  Delaware  River  was  frozen  over  and  a 
vessel  of  this  line  in  seeking  a  harbour  put  into  the 
port  of  New  York.  This  accidental  arrival,  it  is  said, 
led  to  the  establishment  of  an  office  in  this  city  of 
which  Mr.  Dale  was  made  the  head.  Thenceforth,  he 
devoted  himself,  heart  and  soul,  to  the  building  up  of 
what  was  then  known  as  the  Inman  Steamship  Line. 
Some  time  afterward  Mr.  Dale  was  also  selected  as 
the  New  York  agent  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Marine 
Insurance  Company. 

After  serving  his  term  of  office  as  President  of  the 
St.  George's  Society,  he  was  appointed  Treasurer  and 
filled  that  office  with  great  satisfaction  to  the  members 
until  the  day  of  his  death.  Mr.  Dale's  liberality  in 
charitable  affairs  was  not  confined  to  the  work  of  the 
Society  for,  as  a  member  of  Calvary  Church,  he  took 
a  keen  interest  in  its  efforts  to  relieve  the  distressed. 

Further  evidence  of  his  capacity  for  affairs  was 
displayed  in  his  membership  of  the  Maritime  Exchange, 
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the  Produce  Exchange,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
In  addition  to  these  he  became  a  member  of  the  Down 
Town  Association  and  of  the  Union  Club. 

Mr.  Dale  died  in  the  prime  of  his  life  at  55  Irving 
Place  in  this  city,  on  March  23rd,  1883.  In  speaking 
of  him  shortly  after  his  death  one  of  his  friends  said: 
"He  was  a  man  of  positive  convictions,  strong  in  his 
likes  and  dislikes.  At  the  dinner  table  he  was  the 
best  of  hosts." 


HENRY  E.  PELLEW 

Twentieth  President 
1874-1877 


Henry  E.  Pellew 

Twentieth  President 
1874-1877 

Mr.  Henry  E.  Pellew,  born  in  1828  at  Canterbury, 
England,  was  the  son  of  George  Pellew,  D.D.,  Dean  of 
Norwich,  and  grandson  of  Edward,  first  Viscount 
Exmouth.  After  attending  Eton,  he  graduated  at 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  entered  public  life  as 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Middlesex.  Shortly  after- 
wards he  sailed  for  America  and  in  1858  his  marriage 
took  place  with  the  daughter  of  Judge  William  Jay  of 
Bedford,  Westchester  County,  New  York,  whose 
father,  John  Jay,  was  the  first  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States  and  a  Governor  of  this  State. 

From  1859  to  1873  Mr.  Pellew  was  again  living  in 
England  and  during  that  period  he  took  a  leading  part 
in  founding  Keble  College,  Oxford,  which  was  under- 
taken as  a  memorial  of  the  Rev.  John  Keble,  with  the 
special  object  of  enabling  its  members  to  get  a  Uni- 
versity education  at  the  smallest  possible  cost.  As 
Secretary  of  the  Fund  Mr.  Pellew  collected  over 
£50,000  on  its  behalf. 

On  coming  finally  to  this  country  he  resigned  his 
place  on  the  Council  of  the  College.  After  his  return 
to  New  York  he  largely  identified  himself  with  the 
principle  of  co-operation  and  the  interchange  of  infor- 
mation among  the  charitable  institutions  of  the  city. 
In  conjunction  with  several  prominent  Americans  of 
that  time  he  set  on  foot  the  "Bureau  of  Charities"  which 
later  on  became  the  Board  of  United  Charities  of  which 
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he  was  Chairman.  He  edited  at  the  same  time  the 
"Handbook  of  the  Benevolent  Institutions  and  Char- 
ities of  New  York,"  which  was  published  by  that 
Board.  This  work  has  now  developed  into  the  valu- 
able institution  of  the  Charity  Organization  Society. 

Mr.  Pellew's  services  and  experience  led  to  his  ap- 
pointment as  a  Commissioner  of  Education,  but  in 
1881  he  resigned  this  and  other  posts  on  account  of 
impaired  health.  Since  then  he  has  resided  mainly  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  During  the  whole  time  of  his  con- 
nection with  this  Society,  Mr.  Pellew  devoted  his 
energies  in  extending  its  usefulness,  and,  under  his 
guidance,  a  marked  improvement  was  made  in  the 
distribution  of  its  funds. 


Briton  Richardson 

Twenty-first  President 
1878-1879 

Briton  Richardson  was  born  at  Hooly  Hill,  Cheshire, 
England,  on  the  30th  July,  1818.  After  leaving  school 
he  first  engaged  in  the  cotton  printing  business  in 
Manchester.  In  1859  he  came  to  this  country  and  went 
into  the  cotton  thread  manufacturing  business  at 
Fall  River.  While  there  he  invented  a  process  for 
glazing  cotton  thread.  This  was  very  favourably 
received  by  experts  in  the  trade  and  secured  for  its 
inventor  a  place  of  authority  in  the  ranks  of  his  fellow 
merchants.  Later  on  he  engaged  in  the  same  branch 
of  work  at  Haydenville,  Mass.,  and  met  with  even  a 
greater  share  of  success  than  had  formerly  fallen  to  his 
lot. 

In  1863  he  settled  in  New  York  and  took  up  the 
importation  of  raw  silk.  He  was  actively  engaged  in 
this  business  until  his  death  in  March,  1898.  His 
business  capacity  and  his  prominent  standing  in  the 
silk  trade  were  seen  in  the  fact  that  towards  the  end 
of  his  career  he  was  Vice-President  and  Secretary  of  the 
Silk  Association  of  America.  In  addition  he  organized 
and  was  the  first  President  of  the  Merchants'  Central 
Club. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  throughout  his  life  deeply  in- 
terested in  church  matters  and  was  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years  one  of  the  wardens  of  St.  Paul's 
Church,  Brooklyn.     In  connection  with  that  church  he 
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organized  the  first  surpliced  boys'  choir  which  took 
part  in  a  religious  service  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Richardson  was  elected  a  member  of  the  St. 
George's  Society  in  1863  and  served  five  years  upon 
the  Executive  Committee.  He  also  filled  the  office  of 
Vice-President  from  1874  to  1877  and  in  the  following 
year  was  chosen  as  the  official  head  of  the  Society. 


F.  W.  J.  HURST 

Twenty-second  President 
1880-82; 1889-91;  1895-96 


F.  W.  J.  Hurst 

Twenty-second   President 
1880-82;  1889-91;  1895-96 

Mr.  Hurst  was  a  native  of  St.  John's,  Antigua, 
British  West  Indies,  where  he  was  born  on  February 
13th,  1840.  After  being  educated  at  Bermuda,  he 
commenced  his  mercantile  career  in  1856  in  London. 
In  1859  he  was  in  the  office  of  Guion  &  Co.  of  Liver- 
pool, and  in  1861  became  managing  clerk  and  agent 
for  Edward  Lawrence  &  Co.  at  Bermuda  and  in  the 
Confederate  States  from  August  1863  to  1865.  When 
he  received  the  appointment  of  manager  for  the  United 
States  of  the  National  Steamship  Company  of  Liver- 
pool he  settled  in  New  York  in  1866  and  in  the  same 
year  was  elected  a  member  of  this  society. 

His  name  soon  appeared  upon  the  list  of  officers,  for 
he  was  made  Assistant  Secretary  and  a  Steward  in 
1867  and  a  member  of  the  Charitable  Committee  in 
1868.  With  the  late  Edward  Walker  he  was  largely 
instrumental  in  facilitating  the  work  of  the  revised 
constitution  in  1869,  under  which  the  Society  made 
several  important  changes.  Upon  the  decease  of  Mr. 
John  G.  Dale,  he  was  chosen  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Society,  and  held  this  office  until  1885. 

Mr.  Hurst  married  on  June  2nd,  1868,  Caroline 
Eliza,  daughter  of  Mr.  Edward  S.  Jaffray,  a  member 
of  this  Society  and  one  of  New  York's  merchant 
princes.  While  in  England  Mr.  Hurst  had  been  a 
member  of  the  5th  Lancashire  Rifle  Volunteers,  from 
1859  to  1866  and  had  risen  from  the  ranks  to  be  a 
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Lieutenant  in  1864.  In  New  York  his  genial  social 
nature  led  to  his  taking  a  prominent  share  in  club  life. 
He  was  President  of  the  Travellers'  Club  and  of  the 
Land  and  Water  Club,  and,  for  some  time,  Treasurer 
of  the  New  York  Yacht  Club. 


Edward  Hill 

Twenty-third  President 
1883-1884 

Mr.  Edward  Hill's  birthplace  was  the  ancient  town 
of  Boston  in  Lincolnshire.  He  was  born  there  in  1825 
and  came  to  this  country  shortly  before  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty.  The  business  in  which  he  estab- 
lished himself  was  mainly  connected  with  the  importa- 
tion of  chemicals,  and  his  energy  and  ability  quickly 
secured  for  him  success. 

His  membership  of  the  St.  George's  Society  dated 
from  1856.  He  served  on  the  Charitable  Committee 
in  1862-68,  on  the  Executive  Committee  in  1869,  and 
again  in  1877-8.  The  duties  of  Vice  President  were 
fulfilled  by  him  during  six  years,  and  he  was  also 
Treasurer  in  1885-6,  thus  serving  the  Society  for  twenty 
years  in  one  capacity  or  another. 

Of  a  generous  and  impulsive  nature  he  was  inde- 
fatigable in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
Society  and  his  contributions  to  its  funds  were  at  all 
times  of  a  most  liberal  nature.  During  his  time  as 
President  he  took  and  furnished  an  office  at  his  own 
expense  for  the  use  of  the  Society.  The  crowning 
effort  of  his  career  was  his  strenuous  and  successful 
attempt  to  place  the  finances  of  the  Permanent  Fund 
on  a  satisfactory  footing.  Towards  this  he  gave  per- 
sonally the  handsome  gift  of  five  thousand  dollars. 
As  a  member  of  the  Vestry  of  the  Church  of  St.  George 
the  Martyr,  he  was  the  representative  of  that  church 
on  the  Board  of  Managers  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital. 
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The  Society  as  a  whole  could  judge  best  of  his  liberal 
nature  by  his  open-handed  gifts,  but  his  associate 
officers  were  further  able  to  testify  that,  in  their  almost 
daily  intercourse  with  him  during  the  later  years  of 
his  life,  they  were  accustomed  to  place  the  greatest 
reliance  upon  his  judgment  and  to  adopt  most  of  the 
suggestions  which  he  put  forward  for  the  welfare  of 
the  Society. 

Mr.  Hill  died  on  August  8th,  1886,  leaving  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  two  of  the  former  being 
members  of  the  Society. 


RICHARD  J.  CORTIS 

Twenty-fourth  President 
1885-1886 


Richard  J.  Cortis 

Twenty-fourth    President 
i 885-1886 

Mr.  Richard  J.  Cortis  spent  his  early  life  in  Hull, 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  having  been  born  there  on 
March  7th,  1824.  When  about  thirty  years  of  age 
he  began  business  in  New  York  in  January,  1855,  and 
was  for  a  considerable  period  successfully  connected 
with  the  Liverpool  lines  of  steamers.  During  a  period 
extending  over  thirteen  years  he  filled  the  highly 
responsible  position  of  General  Agent  and  Manager 
for  the  White  Star  Line. 

Mr.  Cortis,  with  others  prominent  in  the  work  of 
the  Society,  was  largely  instrumental,  in  1860,  in  se- 
curing the  passage  by  the  legislature  of  an  Act  designed 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  operations  of  the  swindling  ticket- 
agents  in  this  city.  These  rascals  had  for  long  ruth- 
lessly robbed  ignorant  and  unwary  passengers  bound 
for  Europe  from  this  port,  but  the  Act  quickly  put  an 
end  to  their  doings,  as  it  turned  out  a  complete  success 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
passed. 

In  private  life  Mr.  Cortis  was  a  liberal  supporter  of 
the  St.  George's  Society,  and,  through  his  influence  as 
General  Agent  of  the  White  Star  Line,  he  was  able  to 
do  a  vast  amount  of  good.  This  took  the  form  of 
ungrudging  and  highly  effective  aid  to  the  Society's 
charitable  work  by  granting  free  passages,  at  the 
request  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
to  many  applicants  who,  from  failing  health  and  inabil- 
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ity  to  gain  a  livelihood  here,  were  desirous  of  returning 
to  friends  in  the  old  country.  Mr.  Cortis's  death  took 
place  on  November  27th,  1910,  in  Brooklyn,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years. 


Henry  Walrond  Oke  Edye 

Twenty-fifth  President 
1887 

Mr.  Henry  Walrond  Oke  Edye  was  born  in  Ham- 
burg of  English  parents  on  the  19th  April,  1836,  and 
was  educated  there  in  the  Hamburg  State  College 
"Johanneum."  After  a  successful  career  as  a  student 
in  that  institution,  Mr.  Edye  was  apprenticed  in  1853 
to  the  firm  of  Tietgen  &  Robertson  of  Hamburg, 
one  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  reputed  houses 
in  that  ancient  and  famous  commercial  centre. 

In  1858,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  apprenticeship,  he 
proceeded  to  New  York  and  was  soon  engaged  as  a 
clerk  with  Messrs.  L.  E.  Amsinck  &  Co.  Not  content 
with  the  subordinate  position  thus  obtained,  the  young 
clerk  became  desirous  of  a  wider  field  for  the  display 
of  the  abilities  with  which  he  knew  himself  to  be 
endowed.  With  this  end  in  view,  he  accordingly  com- 
menced business  for  himself  in  1860  under  the  style  of 
Robert  M.  Sloman  &  Edye.  The  new  firm  under 
his  care  and  energy  soon  became  very  prosperous  and 
was  subsequently  known  as  that  of  H.  W.  O.  Edye, 
&  Edye,  &  Brick. 

After  being  connected  with  this  house  for  nearly  ten 
years,  Mr.  Edye  joined  partnership  with  Mr.  Funch 
in  1869.  Under  the  name  of  Funch,  Edye,  &  Co.,  these 
two  gentlemen  continued  their  prosperous  career  as 
merchants. 

In  course  of  time  Mr.  Edye's  financial  position 
warranted  his  withdrawal  altogether  from  active  busi- 
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ness  life  and  his  thoughts  naturally  reverted  to  the  land 
of  his  birth  from  which  he  had  long  been  severed. 
There  he  eventually  settled  down,  and  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  at  his  country  seat  in 
Dockenhuden,  near  Hamburg. 

Mr.  Edye's  death  occurred  on  May  12th,  1903,  at 
Bergedorf,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hamburg. 


EDWARD  F.  BEDDALL 

Twenty-sixth  President 

1888 


Edward  F.  Beddall 

Twenty-sixth  President 
1888 

Mr.  Edward  F.  Beddall,  who  was  born  in  the  county 
of  Essex,  England,  on  May  1st,  1839,  spent  his  early 
youth  in  the  service  of  the  Royal  Insurance  Company. 
After  spending  nine  years  in  its  London  office,  Mr. 
Beddall  was  appointed  manager  of  its  Canadian  branch, 
with  his  headquarters  at  Montreal.  The  severe  losses, 
caused  by  the  conflagrations  in  Chicago  and  Boston, 
in  1871-2,  and  the  promptitude  and  liberality  with 
which  they  were  settled  by  the  British  Insurance 
Companies  generally,  resulted  in  an  enormous  increase 
in  the  business  of  the  "Royal"  in  the  United  States. 
As  a  consequence  Mr.  Beddall  was  transferred  to  its 
New  York  office  at  the  close  of  the  year  1873,  and 
given  charge  of  the  American  branch  in  connection 
with  which  he  is  still  at  this  date  in  active  service. 

In  1896-1897,  he  had  the  honour  of  being  President 
of  the  New  York  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  in  whose 
hall  now  hangs  his  portrait,  presented  by  the  Board. 
The  picture  of  Mr.  Beddall  in  the  present  volume  is 
taken  from  this  presentation  portrait. 

Mr.  Beddall's  membership  of  the  St.  George's  Society 
began  in  1880,  and  in  the  following  year  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  its  Executive  Committee.  Two  years 
later  he  became  the  Chairman  of  that  Committee  and 
fulfilled  the  onerous  duties  of  that  position  with  dili- 
gence and  fidelity  until  1885,  when  he  was  chosen 
Vice  President.     Mr.  Beddall's  tenure  of  the  post  of 
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President  only  lasted  for  one  year  as  he  declined  re- 
election, greatly  to  the  regret  of  his  fellow-members. 

In  1895,  he  was  appointed  a  Delegate  of  the  Church 
of  St.  George  the  Martyr  to  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  St.  Luke's  Hospital  and  held  this  position  for  several 
years.  Largely  through  his  efforts,  the  rights  and 
privileges  enjoyed  by  that  Church  in  the  Hospital  were 
transferred  to  the  St.  George's  Society.  A  reference  to 
his  services  in  this  matter  will  be  found  in  the  sketch 
in  the  present  volume  dealing  with  the  history  of  St. 
Luke's  Hospital. 


Sir  William  Lane  Booker,  K.  C.  M.  G. 

Twenty-seventh  President 
1892-1893 

Sir  William  Lane  Booker  was  employed  for  five 
years  in  the  Consulate  at  San  Francisco,  where  he  was 
Acting  Consul  from  July  5th,  1856,  till  April  30th,  1857. 
In  May  of  that  year  he  became  Consul  for  the  State  of 
California,  United  States,  with  residence  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  later,  on  February  9th,  1871,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Consul  for  the  States  of  California  and 
Oregon,  and  for  Washington  Territory.  During  this 
period  he  was  also  Post  Office  Agent  at  San  Francisco. 

At  the  beginning  of  1883,  his  promotion  was  con- 
firmed as  Consul  General  for  the  States  of  New  York, 
Delaware,  New  Jersey,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut* 
Colorado,  Kansas  and  Nebraska  and  for  the  territories 
of  Dakota,  Wyoming,  and  Utah.  His  new  post  neces- 
sitated his  coming  to  New  York  as  his  headquarters. 
Three  years  afterwards  his  district  was  limited  to  the 
States  of  New  York,  Delaware,  New  Jersey,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Connecticut,  and  at  the  same  time,  on 
August  6th,  1886,  he  was  made  a  C.  M.  G. 

Sir  William  Booker,  who  had  become  a  Life  Member 
of  the  St.  George's  Society  in  1883,  on  his  settlement 
in  this  city,  was  elected  to  the  President's  chair  in  1892. 
He  also  held  this  position  during  the  following  year, 
and,  on  his  retirement  from  office,  was  awarded  thie 
thanks  of  the  Society  "for  his  valuable  services,  and 
for  the  unfailing  attention  and  kindly  interest  which 
had  always  marked  his  work  as  President." 
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In  March,  1894,  Mr.  Booker  received  the  honour  of 
knighthood  and  exactly  four  months  later  he  retired 
on  a  well-earned  pension.  Sir  William's  death  occurred 
in  London  on  the  nineteenth  of  February,  1905. 


HAROLD  A.  SANDERSON 

Twenty-eighth  President 
1894 


Harold  Arthur  Sanderson 

Twenty-eighth   President 
1894 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  St.  George's  Society, 
held  on  January  23d,  1894,  Mr.  Harold  A.Sanderson 
was  elected  President  for  that  year.  Mr.  Sanderson 
was  born  at  Birkenhead,  England,  in  1860,  and  received 
his  education  in  Liverpool  and  in  Brussels,  Belgium. 
He  was  in  business  in  Liverpool  for  some  time  before 
he  came  to  America  in  1879.  After  settling  in  New 
York  he  founded,  with  his  father,  the  firm  of  Sanderson 
&  Son,  Steamship  Agents. 

In  1895,  the  Society  lost  the  valued  counsel  and 
support  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  who  had  been  chosen  to  fill 
an  important  position  in  the  old  country.  A  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  him  for  his  services  was  ordered  to  be 
entered  on  the  Minutes  in  full  and  a  copy  of  this  was 
engrossed  and  forwarded  to  Mr.  Sanderson. 

Prior  to  his  leaving  America,  Mr.  Sanderson  was  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Sanderson  &  Son,  New  York. 
On  his  return  to  England  he  became  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Ismay,  Imrie  &  Co.,  managers  of  the 
White  Star  Line.  At  present  he  is  President  of  the 
International  Mercantile  Marine  Company.  Among 
his  many  offices  of  trust  it  may  be  mentioned  that  he 
is  chairman  or  director  of  the  following  companies: 
International  Navigation  Company,  Ltd.;  Mississippi 
&  Dominion  Steamship  Company,  Ltd.;  The  Brit- 
ish &  North  Atlantic  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
Ltd.;    Shaw,    Savill    &    Albion    Company,    Ltd;    and 
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George  Thompson  &  Co.,  Ltd.  In  addition  Mr.  San- 
derson holds  the  post  of  Director  of  the  Liverpool  & 
London  Steamship  Protection  Association,  Ltd.  Mr. 
Sanderson's  London  clubs  are  the  Constitutional  and 
the  Royal  Automobile.  In  Liverpool  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Palatine.  His  spare  time  is  devoted  to  the 
up-to-date  recreations  of  golf  and  motoring. 


William  M.  Massey 

Twenty-ninth  President 
1897-1898 

William  M.  Massey  was  born  in  September,  1841, 
at  Northwich,  in  Cheshire,  England,  where  his  father, 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Massey  was  for  some  time  a  vicar. 
He  was  educated  at  private  schools  in  Northwich, 
Manchester,  and  Montreal,  where  his  parents  had  re- 
moved when  he  was  twelve  years  old.  He  gained 
his  earliest  business  experience  in  Montreal,  where  he 
served  his  apprenticeship  as  a  chemist  and  druggist 
in  the  firm  of  Lyman,  Savage  &  Co.  During  this 
period  he  also  attended  special  courses  at  McGill 
University  with  a  view  of  advancing  himself  in  his 
vocation. 

He  came  to  New  York  in  1869  and,  on  settling  here, 
entered  the  firm  of  Caswell,  Hazard  &  Co.,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  1875,  when,  along  with  Mr.  John 
R.  Caswell,  he  established  the  firm  of  Caswell,  Massey 
&  Co.  When  they  sold  out  their  business  to  a  corpora- 
tion in  1907,  Mr.  Massey  retired  and  has  since  lived 
in  England. 

Whilst  in  this  city,  Mr.  Massey  took  a  deep  interest 
in  public  affairs.  For  many  years  he  did  good  work 
for  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy  as  Trustee 
and  Vice-President.  In  military  matters  he  was  also 
an  enthusiast,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Victoria  Rifles  of  Montreal.  Later,  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  of  New  York  and 
rose  to  the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant. 
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His  membership  of  St.  George's  Society  dates  from 
1873,  and  he  soon  became  one  of  the  faithful  band 
whose  regular  attendance,  year  after  year,  was  instru- 
mental in  keeping  alive  the  corporation  of  the  Church 
of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  through  which  the  valuable 
rights  of  that  corporation  in  connection  with  St. 
Luke's  Hospital  were  eventually  transferred  to  this 
Society.  After  filling  the  offices  of  Secretary  in  1889, 
and  of  Vice-President  in  1892-94,  he  was  elected 
President  in  1897,  and  re-elected  for  a  second  term  the 
following  year.  His  term  of  office  was  signalized 
by  the  presentation  to  Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria 
of  an  address  of  congratulation  on  the  occasion  of  Her 
Majesty's  Diamond  Jubilee. 

Mr.  Massey's  genial  nature  made  him  persona  grata 
in  many  clubs,  among  them  being  the  Union  League, 
the  New  York,  the  Seventh  Regiment  Veterans,  the 
British  Schools  and  Universities  Club  of  New  York, 
and  the  Larchmont  Yacht  Club. 


GEORGE  GRAY  WARD 

Thirtieth  President 
1899-1900 


George  Gray  Ward 

Thirtieth   President 
1899-1900 

Mr.  George  Gray  Ward  was  born  December  30th, 
1844,  at  Great  Hadham,  Hertfordshire,  and  was  edu- 
cated privately  at  Cambridge.  Upon  leaving  school 
he  decided  to  make  telegraphy  his  career  and  was  for 
several  years  in  the  English  Telegraph  service.  In 
1865  he  entered  into  a  three  years'  engagement  with  the 
Egyptian  Government  to  assist  in  perfecting  the  tele- 
graph system  of  that  country.  He  first  became  identi- 
fied with  submarine  cable  work  in  1869,  when  he  was 
selected  to  accompany  the  steamship,  Great  Eastern,  as 
a  member  of  the  electrical  staff  during  the  laying  of 
the  first  cable  of  the  French  Atlantic  Cable  Company. 

In  1874  he  came  to  New  York  and  organized  the 
system  of  the  Direct  United  States  Cable  Company 
in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Ward's  improvements  in 
the  Trans-Atlantic  cable  service  reduced  the  time  of 
transmission  to  a  minimum  and  made  his  company 
not  only  very  popular  with  the  public  but  also  of 
valuable  aid  to  the  press.  In  1875  Mr.  Ward  intro- 
duced the  system  of  registered  addresses  which  has 
since  been  adopted  throughout  the  world  and  has  re- 
sulted in  an  immense  saving  to  the  cabling  public. 

In  1883  he  became  associated  with  Messrs.  John 
W.  Mackay  and  James  Gordon  Bennett  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  independent  Trans-Atlantic  cable  service 
and,  when  Mr.   John  W.  Mackay  died  in  1902,  Mr. 
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Ward  succeeded  him  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Commercial  Cable  Company. 

Mr.  Ward  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  de- 
velopment of  submarine  telegraphy  throughout  the 
entire  world,  and  has  under  his  management  upwards 
of  30,000  miles  of  submarine  cables,  extending  two- 
thirds  around  the  world. 

Mr.  Ward's  strenuous  business  career  is  also  shown 
by  the  fact  that  he  is  Vice-President  and  Director  of 
a  number  of  companies,  and  an  active  member  of  the 
New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  also  Honor- 
ary Secretary  and  Treasurer  in  the  United  States  of 
the  Institution  of  Electrical  Engineers  of  England. 
He  was  one  of  the  representatives  at  the  International 
Telegraph  Conferences  held  at  Budapest,  London,  and 
Lisbon  in  the  years  1896,  1903,  and  1908  respectively. 
His  high  standard  of  business  integrity  has  won  for 
him  many  friends  in  the  business  world  even  amongst 
his  keenest  competitors. 

Mr.  Ward  has  been  decorated  by  the  German 
Emperor  and  the  Emperor  of  Japan  for  his  share  in 
laying  the  cables  between  those  countries  and  America. 

Notwithstanding  these  manifold  activities,  Mr.  Ward 
has  been  able  to  take  a  full  share  in  the  work  of  the 
St.  George's  Society  and  has  devoted  a  great  deal  of 
his  time  to  its  interests  having  been  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  and  Vice-President  for  several 
years.  He  is  at  present  one  of  the  delegates  to  St. 
Luke's  Hospital. 


Sir  Percy  Sanderson,  K.  C.  M.  G. 

Thirty-first   President 
1901-1902 

Sir  Percy  Sanderson,  the  son  of  Richard  Sanderson 
and  Charlotte  Matilda,  daughter  of  the  first  Viscount 
Canterbury,  was  born  in  London,  on  July  7th,  1842. 
After  being  educated  at  Eton  and  Addiscombe,  the 
famous  military  academy,  founded  in  1809,  by  the 
Honourable  East  India  Company  of  England  for  the 
instruction  of  its  cadets,  Sir  Percy  entered  the  army 
as  Lieutenant  in  the  Royal  Madras  Artillery  in  1859. 
Six  years  later  he  was  appointed  to  the  Royal  Horse 
Artillery  and  also  became  A.  D.  C.  to  Sir  William 
Denison,  Governor  of  Madras.  In  1866  he  was  chosen 
as  third  class  Commissary  of  Ordnance,  and  in  1868, 
was  acting  A.  D.  C.  to  Lord  Napier,  Governor  of 
Madras.  His  Indian  career  came  to  an  end  in  the 
same  year,  when  he  returned  to  England  on  sick  cer- 
tificate, and  was  retired  on  half  pay  in  January,  1870. 

He  again  entered  the  public  service  in  1876  and, 
after  serving  in  some  minor  posts,  he  was  appointed 
Consul  General  for  Roumania  in  1882,  and  H.  M. 
Commissioner  for  carrying  out  the  arrangements  re- 
specting the  navigation  of  the  Danube.  During  the 
Danube  Conference  he  was  in  London  on  public  service 
for  part  of  1883  and  in  the  same  year  became  Charge 
d' Affaires  at  Bucharest.  Three  years  later  his  services 
were  rewarded  with  the  C.  M.  G. 

It  was  not  until  July  12th,  1894,  that  his  connection 
with  this  country  began.     On  that  date  he  was  ap- 
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pointed  Consul  General  for  the  States  of  New  York, 
Delaware,  New  Jersey,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut, 
to  reside  at  New  York.  Almost  immediately  on  his 
arrival,  he  joined  the  St.  George's  Society,  becoming 
later  a  life  member.  He  quickly  rose  to  the  highest 
position  that  is  in  the  gift  of  the  members  to  bestow, 
and  during  his  tenure  of  this  position  he  presided  at 
the  dinner  of  the  Allied  Societies  given  in  honour  of 
Prince  Louis  of  Battenberg. 

In  1897  he  received  the  Jubilee  Medal  and  two  years 
afterward  was  knighted.  His  retirement  on  a  pension 
in  1907,  brought  to  a  close  a  public  career  extending 
over  nearly  half  a  century. 


ROBERT  H.  TURLE 

Thirty-second  President 
1903-1904 


Robert  H.  Turle 

Thirty-second  President 
1903-1904 

Mr.  Robert  H.  Turle  was  born  in  Taunton,  England, 
on  the  thirteenth  of  December,  1846.  His  keen  desire 
for  a  seafaring  life  induced  his  parents  to  apprentice 
him  as  a  sailor-boy  when  he  was  fourteen  years  old. 
He  followed  this  line  until  he  was  more  than  twenty- 
five,  and  was  then  ready  and  eager  to  take  charge  of 
a  vessel  himself.  The  fates  ordained  otherwise  in  his 
case,  however,  and  he  came  to  New  York  in  answer 
to  an  invitation  from  his  uncle,  Mr.  John  Hobbs. 
Here  he  rapidly  mastered  the  ins  and  outs  of  Produce 
Exchange  transactions  and  started  in  business  for  him- 
self. As  a  member  of  the  Produce  Exchange,  he  soon 
extended  his  activities,  particularly  as  regards  the  ex- 
tensive shipping  of  grain  to  Europe.  He  continued  in 
this  business,  until  he  retired  in  April,  1905. 

Like  all  Englishmen,  he  was  devoted  to  his  own 
country,  and  did  not  seek  naturalization  here  until 
President  Cleveland's  second  administration.  His  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  the  St.  George's  Society  was 
deep  and  lasting,  and  for  some  years  he  served  it  as 
Secretary. 

Mr.  Turle  married  in  1880,  Kathleen  Gordon  Ford, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Gordon  L.  Ford. 

His  retirement  into  private  life  was  unfortunately  a 
very  brief  one,  and  he  had  barely  settled  down  when 
his  death  occurred  on  May  13th,  1905. 
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Edward  Fairbairn  Darrell 

Thirty-third  President 
1905-1906 

Mr.  Edward  F.  Darrell  was  born  on  June  11th, 
1862,  at  Hamilton,  Bermuda,  of  which  island  his 
father,  the  Hon.  R.  Darrell-Darrell,  B.A.  (Cantab.) 
was  Solicitor-General.  When  a  young  man  of  nine- 
teen, Mr.  Darrell  became  a  resident  in  the  United 
States  and  for  many  years  afterwards  he  was  connected 
with  the  National  Steamship  Company,  in  various 
important  positions.  In  1895  he  left  them  to  go  into 
business  for  himself  and,  seven  years  later,  in  1902,  he 
formed  the  present  firm  of  E.  F.  Darrell  &  Co. 

Mr.  Darrell  became  a  member  of  the  St.  George's 
Society  in  1897  and  quickly  identified  himself  with  its 
different  phases  of  work.  For  a  considerable  time  he 
served  on  the  Executive  Committee  and  eventually 
was  elected  Chairman  of  that  Committee.  For  three 
years  from  1902  to  1904,  Mr.  Darrell  held  the  office  of 
Vice  President  and  was  then  President  of  the  Society 
for  the  following  two  years.  Since  1906,  Mr.  Darrell 
has  also  been  a  Delegate  to  the  St.  Luke's  Hospital 
from  this  Society. 

As  a  member  of  various  clubs  and  societies,  Mr. 
Darrell  takes  an  active  share  in  the  social  life 
of  the  city.  He  has  served  on  the  House  Com- 
mittee of  the  New  York  Yacht  Club,  which  he  first 
joined  in  1896,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Calumet 
Club  for  over  twenty  years.  In  this  club  Mr.  Darrell 
not  only  served  on  the  Board  of  Governors  but  was  also 
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for  some  time  its  Treasurer  and  afterwards  its  President 
from  1905  to  1909.  The  Pilgrims  and  other  Anglo- 
American  Societies  also  have  Mr.  Darrell's  name  upon 
their  rolls  of  membership. 


John  E.  Grote  Higgens 

Thirty-fourth  President 
1907-1908 

Mr.  John  E.  Grote  Higgens  was  born  at  Wareside, 
in  Hertfordshire,  England,  of  which  place  his  father 
was  the  vicar.  After  receiving  part  of  his  training  at 
Stubbington  House,  a  naval  school,  with  a  high  repu- 
tation for  the  success  of  its  pupils  in  after  life,  he  sub- 
sequently completed  his  education  on  the  continent. 
On  his  return  to  England  he  served  for  some  time, 
as  a  lieutenant  of  the  2nd  Herts.  Volunteers  during  the 
period  when  this  voluntary  military  movement  was 
in  the  heyday  of  its  popularity  in  England. 

When  he  came  to  try  his  fortune  in  this  country  in 
1874,  he  first  proceeded  to  Virginia  where  he  was  for 
some  time  engaged  in  farming.  About  nine  years  later 
he  came  to  New  York  in  1883  to  engage  in  the  cotton 
business,  and  was  soon  elected  a  member  of  the  Cotton 
Exchange,  with  the  progress  and  welfare  of  which  he 
was  actively  connected  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  His 
energy  and  capacity  were  early  apparent  to  his  col- 
leagues and  they  gave  a  proof  of  their  recognition  of 
his  sound  qualities  by  making  him  their  choice  to  serve 
on  the  Board  of  Managers  of  that  institution. 

Mr.  Higgens  became  a  Life  Member  of  the  St. 
George's  Society  in  1889,  and,  from  the  start,  ener- 
getically identified  himself  with  its  work.  His  services 
were  mainly  in  connection  with  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, of  which  he  was  for  some  time  the  Chairman. 
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Thirty-fourth  President 
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He  also  served  a  term  as  Vice-President  before  being 
elected  President  in  1907. 

His  death  took  place  in  New  York,  on  February  5th, 
1910. 


EDWARD  K.  BEDDALL 

Thirty-fifth  President 
1909 


Edward  Kirkpatrick  Beddall 

Thirty-fifth  President 
1909 

The  only  instance,  in  the  history  of  the  Society,  of 
father  and  son  both  serving  as  Presidents  happened 
when  Mr.  E.  K.  Beddall  assumed  in  1909,  the  office 
which  his  father,  Mr.  Edward  F.  Beddall,  had  so 
worthily  filled  twenty-one  years  previously.  Mr.  Ed- 
ward K.  Beddall  was  born  in  London  in  the  year  1867, 
and  came  to  New  York  at  an  early  age.  Having 
mastered  the  business  of  fire  insurance,  Mr.  Beddall 
afterwards  represented  as  manager  several  of  the  lead- 
ing companies,  both  domestic  and  foreign. 

Mr.  Beddall's  connection  with  the  St.  George's 
Society  began  in  1884.  Ten  years  later  he  was  elected 
Chairman  of  its  Executive  Committee  and  he  also 
filled  the  post  of  Vice-President  in  1905.  He  has  at 
all  times  had  the  objects  of  the  Society  closely  at  heart 
and  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  in  its  behalf. 
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Thirty-sixth  President 
1910-1911 


Lloyd  Bowen  Sanderson 

Thirty-sixth  President 
1910-1911 

Like  so  many  of  the  past  Presidents  of  the  Society, 
Mr.  Lloyd  Bowen  Sanderson  can  claim  England  as  his 
native  country.  He  was  born  in  April,  1866,  in  Birken- 
head, close  to  Liverpool,  and  received  the  earlier  part 
of  his  education,  from  1874  to  1880,  at  the  Birkenhead 
School.  The  next  two  years  were  spent  in  a  school 
in  the  north  of  France.  On  his  return  to  England, 
he  was  apprenticed  in  Liverpool  to  Molyneux,  Taylor, 
&  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1887.  In  the 
August  of  that  year  he  came  to  New  York,  but  his  first 
stay  was  a  brief  one,  as,  in  April,  1888,  he  settled  in 
Boston,  where  he  represented  the  firm  of  Sanderson  & 
Son  for  the  next  six  years. 

When  he  returned  to  New  York  in  1894,  he  became 
junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Sanderson  &  Son,  and,  on 
the  31st  of  December,  1900,  he  rose  to  the  position  of 
senior  partner  in  the  same  firm. 

In  the  same  year  as  he  came  back  to  New  York,  he 
joined  the  St.  George's  Society,  and  has  since  taken 
a  deep  and  lasting  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  its 
progress.  During  the  term  he  was  President,  he 
presided  at  the  dinner  given  by  the  allied  British 
societies  to  Admiral  Seymour. 

Mr.  Sanderson's  social  activities  are  also  displayed 
in  his  membership  of  the  following  clubs :  Racquet  and 
Tennis  Club,  Union  Club,  New  York  Yacht  Club, 
Down  Town  Association,  and  Rumson  Country  Club. 
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HENRY  W.  J.  BUCKNALL 

Thirty-seventh  President 
1912-1913 


Henry  W.  J.  Bucknall 

Thirty-seventh  President 
1912-1913 

Mr.  Henry  W.  J.  Bucknall,  the  President  of  the  St. 
George's  Society  at  the  present  time,  was  born  in  Spain 
on  November  3rd,  1857.  He  is  the  second  son  of  Mr. 
William  M.  S.  Bucknall  of  London  and,  it  is  interesting 
to  add,  can  claim  descent  through  his  great-grand- 
mother from  Fielding,  the  great  novelist,  whose  im- 
mortal romance  of  "Tom  Jones"  has  been  described 
by  Gibbon,  the  historian,  as  "that  exquisite  picture  of 
humour  and  manners  which  will  outlive  the  palace  of 
the  Escurial  and  the  Imperial  eagle  of  Austria." 

Mr.  Bucknall  spent  his  schooldays  at  Uppingham 
School,  the  school  that  Thring  made  famous  in  the 
annals  of  education.  Here  he  remained  a  pupil  from 
1871  to  1876,  and,  during  that  time,  took  a  command- 
ing share  in  the  athletics  of  his  school,  eventually  be- 
coming captain  of  the  school  in  football. 

After  leaving  school  he  spent  two  years  in  London 
with  Henry  Bucknall  and  Sons,  and  then  resided  in 
Spain  and  Portugal,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the 
language  and  studying  the  business  of  these  two  coun- 
tries. In  1882  he  left  Portugal,  and,  on  his  way  to 
America,  via  Southampton,  very  narrowly  escaped 
drowning  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  when  the  S.S.  Douro, 
on  which  he  was  a  passenger,  was  wrecked. 

He  arrived  in  New  York  in  May,  1882,  and  in  October 
of  the  same  year  he  formed  the  firm  of  Gudewill   & 
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Bucknall  and  has  been  a  member  of  that  firm  and  its 
successors,  Bucknall,  Scholtz  &  Co.,  ever  since. 

Mr.  Bucknall  began  his  connection  with  St.  George's 
Society  shortly  after  he  settled  in  New  York,  and  has 
always  taken  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  its  welfare. 
Besides  his  present  office,  he  has  been  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  Treasurer,  and,  on  two 
different  occasions,  the  first  Vice-President. 


St.  Luke's  Hospital 

The  scheme  for  a  church-hospital,  for  British  emi- 
grants arriving  in  New  York,  was  first  inaugurated  in 
1845  by  the  Rev.  Moses  Marcus,  then  Chaplain  of 
St.  George's  Society.  The  corporation  of  Trinity 
Church  aided  the  plan  by  granting  him  a  block  of 
ground  at  the  foot  of  Duane  Street.  This  land  had 
originally  been  granted  by  the  city  for  purposes  that 
had  not  been  carried  out,  and  the  city  authorities  now 
proposed  to  exchange  for  this  grant  twenty-four  lots, 
lying  on  Fifth  Avenue,  on  condition  that  a  suitable 
building  for  a  hospital  and  chapel  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  British  emigrants  should  be  erected  within 
a  specified  time.  It  was  subsequently  found  necessary 
to  extend  this  time  for  satisfactory  reasons. 

Mr  Marcus  died  in  or  about  1850,  while  engaged 
in  collecting  funds  in  England  for  the  building.  It 
looked  at  the  time  as  if  the  object  of  his  ambition  was 
going  to  fail  entirely  and  it  would  most  probably  have 
done  so  but  for  the  timely  appearance  of  a  new  body — 
St.  Luke's  Hospital,  having  a  somewhat  similar  aim  in 
view.  In  June,  1852,  while  the  negotiations  for  a 
fusion  of  the  two  interests  were  in  progress,  Robert 
Bunch,  Esq.,  then  H.  B.  M.  Vice-Consul  at  New  York, 
and  also  one  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Church  of  St. 
George  the  Martyr,  proceeded  to  England  to  collect 
subscriptions  for  the  erection  and  endowment  of  a  Free 
Hospital  and  Church  for  British  emigrants.  The  sum 
of  £160  was  collected  specifically  for  the  hospital  and 
its  equivalent  $823.55  was  paid  by  Mr.  Bunch  to  the 
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treasurer  on  his  return.  In  addition  the  liberal  sum  of 
$10,000  was  subscribed  for  the  Church  and  invested  in 
New  York  in  the  name  of  the  trustees  for  its  benefit. 

After  the  final  arrangements  had  been  made  between 
the  two  corporations  on  the  fifteenth  of  October,  1852, 
the  Church  of  St.  George  the  Martyr  renewed  the  lease 
to  St.  Luke's  Hospital  of  all  its  rights  and  title  in  the 
plot  of  land  on  Fifth  Avenue,  then  valued  at  $40,000  but 
now  (1859)  worth  at  least  three  times  as  much.  The  in- 
strument conveying  this  property  contained  the  fol- 
lowing conditions: 

1.  A  ward  or  portion  of  the  building,  capable  of 
holding  twenty  beds  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  and 
occupation  of  British  emigrants,  to  be  called  always, 
"The  Ward  of  St.  George  the  Martyr." 

2.  Fifteen  of  such  emigrants  shall  at  all  times  be 
admitted  upon  the  certificate  of  either  the  British 
Consul  or  Vice-Consul,  or  of  the  Rector,  or  of  a  Church 
Warden  of  the  Anglo-American  Free  Church  of  St. 
George  the  Martyr. 

3.  The  British  Consul  or  his  representative  and  also 
one  of  the  Wardens  and  one  of  the  Vestrymen  of  the 
said  Church  shall  be  ex-officio  members  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital. 

4.  No  invidious  distinction  shall  ever  be  made  in  the 
treatment  of  such  emigrants. 

5.  Provision  is  to  be  made  for  ten  or  more  additional 
beds.  A  clause  was  also  added  that  the  hospital,  while 
still  in  its  infancy,  should  not  be  forced  to  carry  out 
the  full  furnishing  of  twenty  beds.  It  appears,  from 
the  minutes  of  the  Society  in  April,  1859,  that  under 
this  agreement  the  hospital  was  somewhat  dilatory  in 
carrying  out  its  legal  liabilities,  and  claimed  in  forma 


ST.  LUKE'S  HOSPITAL  197 

pauperis  that  the  fulfilment  of  its  engagements  should 
be  indefinitely  postponed.  After  a  brief  interval,  a 
committee  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital  reported  in  favour  of 
the  immediate  grant  of  five  beds.  The  authorities  of 
the  church  admitted  that  this  was  a  considerable  point 
gained  for  their  side  but  they  also  took  care  to  let  the 
committee  know  that  it  was  a  relatively  insignificant 
return  compared  with  what  the  hospital  had  received. 
This  was  succinctly  stated  as  follows,  evidently  for  the 
purpose  of  refreshing  their  opponents'  apparent  lack 
of  memory. 

(1)  Land  on  Fifth  Avenue,  valued  at  least $40,000.00 

(2)  Money  raised  specifically  in  England 823 .  55 

(3)  Half  of  sum  collected  by  Mr.  Bunch 5,234 .02 

$46,057.57 

The  St.  George's  Society's  Committee  somewhat  sar- 
castically added  by  way  of  comment  that,  "in  return 
for  which  sums  the  Church  of  St.  George  the  Martyr 
obtained  a  ward  containing  twenty  beds  into  fifteen  of 
which  no  patients  can  be  admitted  except  on  payment 
of  $3.50  a  week." 

The  indenture  further  bound  the  hospital  and  its 
successors  and  assigns  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  to  be  paid 
as  liquidated  damages  for  every  non-observance  of  any 
of  the  covenants  and  agreements  therein  specified.  It 
was  stipulated  also  that  this  payment,  if  it  ever  had  to 
be  made,  should  not  in  any  way  affect  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  British  emigrants  to  the  use  of  the 
hospital,  or  the  rights  of  the  Church  to  apply  to  the 
courts  to  enforce  any  of  the  covenants  agreed  to 
between  the  two  bodies. 

The  transfer  of  the  land  in  question  was  formally 
sanctioned  by  the  corporation  of  Trinity  Church  by  a 
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special  deed,  and  a  bond  was  given  by  St.  Luke's 
Hospital  to  Trinity  Church  in  the  sum  of  $25,000  for  the 
performance  of  certain  conditions  of  which  the  most 
important  was:  "There  shall  be  at  all  times  beds  to 
at  least  the  number  of  twenty,  to  be  used  by  British 
emigrants  arriving  in  the  city  of  New  York,  being  mem- 
bers of  a  church  in  communion  with  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
having  no  settled  place  of  residence,  who  require  medi- 
cal or  surgical  skill,  for  which  beds,  when  vacant, 
such  emigrants  shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference." 

From  the  foregoing  it  would  appear  that  the  St. 
George's  Society,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  had  not  at 
any  time  any  legal  rights  to  the  management  and 
patronage  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital.  It  was  likewise 
clear  that  the  privileges  granted  to  British  emigrants, 
so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  use  of  the  hospital  for  their 
medical  or  surgical  treatment,  rest  with  the  Church  of 
St.  George  the  Martyr  and  with  the  British  Consul  or 
Vice-Consul  for  the  time  being  in  this  city.  However, 
it  was  strongly  felt  by  the  St.  George's  Society  that, 
in  order  to  protect  the  provisions  of  the  agreement 
made  with  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  it  was  highly  expedient 
in  the  interests  of  the  British  emigrants,  to  maintain 
the  organization  of  the  church  in  all  its  legal  integrity 
so  that  the  important  rights  and  privileges,  acquired 
under  the  agreement  already  recited,  should  be  in  no 
wise  imperilled. 

In  the  meantime  troubles  arose  between  the  two 
bodies  in  reference  to  the  $10,000  collected  by  Mr. 
Bunch  in  England.  In  1859,  the  position  of  affairs 
was  briefly  summarized  as  follows  for  the  information 
of  members  of  the  Society: 
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"Although  the  Free  Church  was  no  longer  associated 
with  the  scheme  for  relieving  the  temporal  needs  of 
emigrants,  it  had  not  been  allowed  to  expire.  The 
sum  collected  by  Mr.  Bunch  was  deposited  in  the  New 
York  Life  Insurance  &  Trust  Company,  to  the  joint 
credit  of  Anthony  Barclay  and  Robert  Bunch,  as 
trustees,  and  the  interest  was  applied  temporarily  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  Church.  Arrangements  were 
made  to  occupy  the  building  then  situated  at  the 
corner  of  Thompson  and  Prince  Streets,  in  conjunction 
with  Emmanuel  parish,  and,  after  the  election  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Leonard  as  rector,  it  seemed  likely  that  the 
Church  of  St.  George  the  Martyr  would  in  due  time 
assume  its  proper  position  among  the  congregations 
in  the  city. 

In  December,  1853,  however,  a  formal  demand  was 
made  by  St.  Luke's  Hospital  for  the  whole  or  a  part 
of  the  sum,  collected  by  Mr.  Bunch,  upon  the  ground 
that  the  contributors  had  meant  the  money  for  that 
institution.  This  was  refused  and  protracted  legal 
proceedings  followed,  which  in  1856,  ended  in  a  com- 
promise, each  party  taking  half  of  the  sum  and  paying 
their  own  costs.  It  was  stated  at  the  time  that  this 
course  was  adopted  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  to  prevent 
further  waste  of  the  principal  involved.  The  only 
clause  in  the  agreement  of  special  interest  to  the  St. 
George's  Society  was  that  by  which  St.  Luke's  Hos- 
pital guaranteed  to  apply  the  sum  received,  "toward 
the  endowment  and  support  of  the  ward  of  St.  George 
the  Martyr,  and  the  furnishing  of  the  chapel  to  be 
connected  with  the  Hospital." 

In  consequence  of  this  regrettable  action,  the  means 
of  the  Church  were  so  crippled  as  to  interfere  materi- 
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ally  with  its  sphere  of  usefulness.  In  the  year  1859, 
it  was  "a  church  that  had  scarcely  any  parishioners 
and  no  building  for  the  celebration  of  Divine  Service." 
The  whole  state  of  affairs  was  well  described  by  Dr. 
Melville  in  these  words:  "We  are  thus  at  the  present 
time  a  legally  constituted  corporation  with  a  perfect 
organization  duly  recognized  and  represented  in  the 
Diocesan  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  this  State,  and  possessing  a  valuable  vested 
interest  in  the  St.  Luke's  Hospital  and  a  certain 
amount  of  money,  but  not  sufficient  to  enable  us  to 
carry  on  the  missionary  work  which  it  is  our  earnest 
desire  to  do." 

It  was  the  general  opinion  then  that  the  continued 
existence  of  this  Church  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
preserve  the  rights  of  the  British  emigrants,  but  the 
committee  of  the  St.  George's  Society,  which  had  gone 
into  the  matter,  considered  that  "the  British  Consul 
holds  the  same  rights  of  nomination  independently  of 
the  Church,  nor  does  it  matter  how  he  acquired  them. 
We  think,  therefore,  that  we  should  obtain  all  that  can 
be  required  through  the  Consul  without  reference  to 
the  Church.  But  it  will  be  clearly  seen  that  it  never- 
theless becomes  advisable  for  this  Society  to  watch 
the  progress  of  the  Church  of  St.  George  the  Martyr, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  promote  the  objects  and  success 
of  that  corporation." 

The  remaining  half  of  the  money,  about  which  there 
had  been  so  much  ill-feeling,  still  had  to  be  disposed  of, 
and,  in  support  of  the  report  of  a  special  committee, 
four  members  of  the  Society  were  placed  in  1859  upon 
the  Vestry  of  the  Church,  and  some  of  the  former 
Vestrymen  also  became  members  of  the  Society. 
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Having  managed  in  this  way  to  gain  complete  con- 
trol, they  immediately  took  steps  to  erect  the  Church. 
Three  lots  were  purchased  on  the  north  side  of  Forty- 
fourth  Street,  between  Fifth  Avenue  and  Sixth 
Avenue  and  a  plan  was  adopted  for  a  suitable 
building  at  a  moderate  cost.  This  church  was  not 
long  in  being  completed,  and  was  opened  for  Divine 
service  as  a  free  church  in  the  April  of  1860. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  work  the  parish  success- 
fully but  without  success,  and  it  soon  became  evident 
that  there  was  no  real  need  for  a  separate  church  for 
Englishmen.  In  consequence  of  this,  in  November, 
1861,  the  pews  were  all  rented  with  the  exception  of 
a  third  which  were  retained  for  their  original  use. 
Even  this  effected  but  little  and  the  resources  of  the 
Church  were  soon  exhausted  by  the  payment  of  current 
expenses.  As  a  result  the  rector  resigned  his  charge 
and  the  property  was  sold. 

Subsequent  misfortunes  again  scattered  still  more 
the  balance  of  the  funds  held  in  trust,  and,  in  1873, 
came  the  resignation  of  the  Senior  Warden.  His  place 
was  filled  by  Mr.  Robert  Waller,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  members  of  the  St.  George's  Society,  and 
the  parish  was  thereafter  maintained  solely  by  the 
direct  assistance  of  this  Society,  through  an  annual 
appropriation  made  from  its  Contingent  fund  for  that 
purpose. 

From  the  date  of  his  election,  Mr.  Waller  devoted 
his  energies  to  preserving,  through  the  Church,  the 
valuable  rights  in  St.  Luke's  Hospital.  It  would  be 
ungrateful  also  in  this  connection  to  forget  the  names 
of  many  others  of  the  Society  who  were  actively  en- 
gaged in  maintaining  the  organization  of  the  Church. 
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Among  these,  place  of  honour  should  be  given  to  the 
Rev.  Moses  Marcus,  then  Chaplain  of  this  Society, 
Robert  Bunch,  Thomas  Field  Frank,  E.  F.  Beddall, 
H.  A.  Racker,  Rev.  F.  B.  De  Costa,  F.  W.  J.  Hurst, 
and  Berkeley  Mostyn,  "to  whom  we  are  most  deeply 
indebted,  and  whose  names  must  never  be  forgotten 
for  the  privileges  we  now  enjoy." 

Experience  having  shown  that  a  separate  Church  for 
British  emigrants  was  apparently  not  required,  the 
Vestry  of  the  Church  in  1878,  made  formal  applica- 
tion to  St.  Luke's  Hospital  for  the  transfer  to  this 
Society  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  acquired  under 
the  deed  of  covenant  in  1852.  Although  this  sugges- 
tion was  at  first  favourably  received,  it  was  finally 
rejected,  but  one  result  of  the  discussion  which  then 
took  place  was  to  induce  the  hospital  to  designate  by 
name  a  particular  ward  for  the  use  of  British  emigrants. 
This  was,  after  all,  only  acting  up  to  the  first  article  of 
the  agreement  which  until  that  time  had  been  com- 
pletely neglected.  It  is  also  important  to  note  that 
the  Society  could  now  always  avail  itself  of  the  beds 
in  the  Hospital  through  an  order  of  a  Warden  of  St. 
George  the  Martyr,  since  these  Wardens  had  mostly 
been  for  a  long  time  prominent  and  loyal  members  of 
St.  George's  Society. 

In  1886,  an  important  discussion  took  place  at  a 
meeting  of  the  St.  George's  Society  with  reference  to 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  ready  admission  to  the  free 
ward  of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  for  cases  coming 
before  the  physicians  of  the  Society  in  which  prompt 
aid  was  required.  Eventually  it  was,  on  motion,  re- 
solved that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Vestry   of   St.    George  the   Martyr,   to   ascertain 
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whether  some  more  efficient  means  could  not  be  devised 
for  readily  dealing  with  urgent  cases  in  which  medical 
aid  was  necessary.  At  the  October  meeting  of  1887, 
Dr.  Irwin  explained  that  arrangements  had  been  made 
under  which  the  difficulties  in  securing  ready  access 
to  the  free  ward  had  been  materially  diminished. 

The  committee  handed  in  its  full  report  in  January, 
1888.  This  dealt  with  the  question  of  the  free  beds, 
in  trust  of  the  Vestry  at  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  the 
position  of  the  Society  with  regard  to  the  same,  and 
the  possibility  of  extending  the  usefulness  of  this  valu- 
able bequest.  The  complicated  and  in  some  respects 
unfortunate  history  of  the  trust  had  been  summarized 
for  the  Committee's  benefit  by  Mr.  Robert  Waller,  the 
Senior  Warden,  and,  in  commenting  upon  this,  the 
Committee  declared  that  a  fuller  knowledge  of  the  facts 
was  highly  desirable  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Society's  members. 

In  dealing  with  the  state  of  affairs  which  then  existed, 
the  words  of  the  report  itself  may  best  be  quoted  as 
they  show  not  only  the  attitude  gradually  adopted  by 
the  hospital  authorities  but  also  the  precise  position  in 
which  the  St.  George's  Society  now  stood  with  regard 
to  the  whole  matter: 

"During  subsequent  years  differences  arose  which 
led  to  occasional  friction  between  the  hospital  author- 
ities and  the  representatives  of  the  British  Charity. 
Time,  no  doubt,  soon  accustoms  to  the  possession  of 
property,  the  monies  originally  contributed  had  been 
expended,  the  Church  of  St.  George  the  Martyr  had 
become  a  less  positive  reality,  the  hospital  has  received 
no  regular  income  either  from  the  Vestry  or  from  this 
Society,  and  it  seems  possible  that  the  authorities  of 
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St.  Luke's  may  have  come  to  look  upon  the  maintenance 
of  these  free  beds,  which  they  especially  resent  being 
called  the  beds  of  the  St.  George's  Society,  as  some- 
what of  imposition  upon  their  institution.  The  Vestry, 
however,  thanks  in  a  great  measure  to  the  untiring 
fidelity  of  Mr.  Waller,  has  succeeded  in  holding  on  to 
its  rights  and  has  even  effected  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement for  the  exchange  of  patients  by  which  the 
exclusive  right  to  our  ward  is  provisionally  resigned  for 
the  privilege  of  occupying  twenty  beds  in  the  ordinary 
wards  of  the  hospital  suitable  to  the  age,  sex,  and  con- 
dition of  the  individuals.  It  must  be  thoroughly 
understood,  however,  that  these  privileges  at  present 
pertain  exclusively  to  the  Vestry  of  the  Anglo-American 
Church  of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  and  the  British 
Consul;  and  that,  although  the  Consul  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Vestry  are  usually  active  members  of 
the  St.  George's  Society,  and  are  no  doubt  only 
too  anxious  to  administer  the  charity  upon  lines 
identical  with  the  objects  of  the  Society,  nevertheless 
the  Society  possesses  absolutely  no  rights,  no  privileges 
whatever  in  St.  Luke's  Hospital  and  further  it  seems 
questionable  whether  the  Vestry  can  legally  hand  over 
its  rights  to  the  Society,  without  sacrificing  the  very 
important  privilege  of  direct  representation  upon  the 
Governing  Board  of  the  Hospital.  Such  a  transfer 
has  been  attempted  but  the  Hospital  authorities  have 
refused  their  consent  except  at  the  price  of  representa- 
tion, which  for  many  reasons  it  does  not  seem  wise  to 
forego." 

This  somewhat  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs  had 
led  to  confusion  in  the  minds  of  members  of  the  Society, 
and  the  Committee  were  consequently  careful  to  point 
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out  to  them  that  admission  orders  had  to  be  signed 
by  one  of  the  Wardens  of  the  Vestry  or  by  the  Consul 
before  they  could  have  legal  effect.  Happily  these 
gentlemen  had  done  everything  in  their  power  to 
facilitate  the  obtaining  of  orders  for  deserving  cases  by 
every  member  of  the  St.  George's  Society,  and,  as  a 
result,  had  arranged  that  such  orders  might  be  obtained 
not  only  from  them  personally  and  at  the  Consulate 
even  in  the  absence  of  the  Consul-General,  but  also 
by  application  at  the  office  of  the  Society  and  at  all 
times  through  the  physicians  of  the  Society. 

Another  rather  important  point  which  was  also 
secured  was  that  a  more  liberal  interpretation  of  the 
term,  "British  Emigrant"  was  accepted  by  the  Hospital. 
"All  persons  born  in  the  British  Isles,  whether  English, 
Welsh,  Scotch,  or  Irish  are  now  eligible  for  the 
Charity." 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  fact  that  the 
Vestry  of  the  Church  of  St.  George  the  Martyr  made 
an  attempt  in  1878,  to  transfer  to  the  St.  George's 
Society  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  it  held  under 
the  deed  of  covenant  of  1852.  The  application  then 
made  was  rejected  on  behalf  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital 
and  it  was  not  until  May  31st,  1895,  that  a  final  agree- 
ment was  arrived  at  between  the  three  parties  con- 
cerned. 

This  document  marks  the  termination  of  a  long  and 
somewhat  involved  set  of  negotiations,  and  its  import- 
ance, as  regards  the  St.  George's  Society,  warrants  the 
following  account  of  it,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
found  to  give  the  gist  of  the  matter,  stripped  of  most 
of  the  legal  phraseology  and  stated  as  concisely  as 
possible. 
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The  first  point  of  importance  dealt  with  is  descrip- 
tive of  the  new  site  acquired  by  the  authorities  of  St. 
Luke's  Hospital  for  the  erection  of  a  new  hospital  to 
take  the  place  of  the  old  one  which  had  been  situated 
between  Fifty-fourth  Street  and  Fifty-fifth  Street. 

At  the  time  when  the  agreement  was  drawn  up,  the 
new  hospital  was  already  being  built  and  its  locality  is 
stated  as  being  "bounded  by  Morningside  Avenue, 
One  hundred  and  thirteenth  Street,  Amsterdam  or 
Tenth  Avenue,  and  One  hundred  and  fourteenth 
Street." 

The  second  point,  however,  is  the  one  of  most  vital 
interest  to  the  members  of  St.  George's  Society.  After 
explaining  that  the  Anglo-American  Free  Church  of  St. 
George  the  Martyr  desired  to  transfer  to  the  St. 
George's  Society  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  it 
held  under  the  agreement  of  1852,  and  that  the  St. 
George's  Society  should  be  given  the  right  to  elect  each 
year  two  of  its  members  as  ex-officio  members  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  the  docu- 
ment proceeds  as  follows:  "Now  therefore  this  agree- 
ment witnesseth  that  the  said  St.  Luke's  Hospital  in 
the  City  of  New  York  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
premises  and  the  sum  of  one  dollar  to  it  in  hand  paid 
by  each  of  the  other  parties,  the  receipt  of  which  is 
hereby  acknowledged,  consents  to  the  transfer  and 
assignment  to  the  St.  George's  Society  of  New  York 
by  the  Anglo-American  Free  Church  of  St.  George  the 
Martyr,  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  possessed  by 
the  latter." 

The  representatives  of  the  hospital  further  agreed 
with  the  St.  George's  Society  and  "its  successors  and 
assigns"  to  carry  out  in  the  new  hospital  each  and  all 
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of  the  obligations  that  had  been  previously  stated  in 
the  agreement  of  October  15th,  1852. 

In  return  the  St.  George's  Society  consented  to  the 
sale  "of  the  entire  property  now  occupied  for  hospital 
purposes  on  Fifth  Avenue  between  Fifty-fourth  and 
Fifty-fifth  Streets." 

With  regard  to  the  representation  of  St.  George's 
Society  upon  the  Board  of  Managers  of  St.  Luke's  it 
was  mutually  agreed  that,  "Then  and  thereafter  two 
members  of  said  St.  George's  Society,  being  members 
in  good  standing  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  chosen  and  certified 
by  said  Society  for  the  purpose,  shall  be  ex-officio  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital." 
Those  elected  were  to  hold  exactly  the  same  position 
on  the  Board  as  the  Warden  and  Vestryman  previously 
chosen  on  behalf  of  the  Anglo-American  Church. 

The  final  point  discussed  was  the  question  of  effi- 
ciency in  the  working  of  the  hospital.  It  was  agreed 
between  the  parties  that  it  had  proved  incompatible 
with  proper  hospital  service  and  with  proper  care  of 
patients  to  keep  apart  a  separate  ward  for  the  use  of 
British  emigrants  because  of  their  requiring  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  different  wards  suited  to  the  nature  of  the 
treatment  required,  and  their  difference  in  sex  and  age. 
As  a  consequence  it  was  mutually  determined  by  both 
parties  to  set  aside  the  provision  in  the  covenant  of 
1852,  for  the  reserving  of  a  special  ward  and  to  treat 
such  British  emigrants  in  the  various  wards  of  the 
hospital  suited  to  the  age,  sex  and  nature  of  the  treat- 
ment. This  very  important  proviso  was  likewise  added 
"That  there  shall  always  be  a  ward  in  said  hospital 
called,  '  The  Ward  of   St.  George  the  Martyr,'  and  so 
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designated  by  a  tablet  erected  therein."  A  tablet, 
bearing  this  inscription,  is  now  placed  in  Ward 
Norrie.  4. 

Since  that  time  the  relations  between  the  Society's 
delegates  to  the  Board  of  Management  of  St.  Luke's 
Hospital  and  the  other  members  of  that  body  have 
been  of  the  most  harmonious  nature.  In  the  Dele- 
gates' report,  dated  January  23rd,  1905,  this  was  par- 
ticularly referred  to  as  a  source  of  gratification.  The 
same  report  contained  a  grateful  reference  to  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Rev.  B.  F.  De  Costa,  D.D.,  who  for  many 
years  had  thrown  open  the  Church  of  St.  John  the 
Evangelist,  as  a  place  of  worship  for  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  St.  George  the  Martyr,  thereby  enabling 
the  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  that  Church  to  keep 
alive  the  valuable  franchise  they  possessed  in  the 
Hospital  and  which  they  afterwards  transferred  to  the 
St.  George's  Society.  Mention  was  also  made  at  this 
time  of  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  endowment  of  each 
new  bed  in  the  Hospital  was  now  $7,500  instead  of 
$5,000  as  heretofore. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  1908,  a  well-earned  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  by  the  Society  as  a  token  of  their 
regard  for  the  manifold  aid  they  had  always  received 
from  Mr.  Berkeley  Mostyn  in  connection  with  St. 
Luke's  Hospital.  In  the  following  year  the  Executive 
Committee  adopted  a  resolution  on  Mr.  Mostyn's  death 
in  which  they  extolled  him  as  "one  who  will  always  be 
especially  remembered  as  one  of  our  Delegates  to  St. 
Luke's  Hospital,  and  the  one  who  perhaps  did  more 
than  any  other  toward  securing  the  enduring  and 
untold  benefits  which  the  St.  George's  Society  receives 
from  its  connection  with  that  institution." 
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In  concluding  this  brief  outline  of  the  Society's  con- 
nection with  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  one  may  be  permitted 
to  add  that  the  St.  George's  Society  can  point  with 
just  pride  to  the  fact  that  the  first  idea  of  a  church 
and  hospital  originated  with  its  chaplain,  the  Rev. 
Moses  Marcus;  that  the  first  building  of  the  hospital 
was  erected  partly  upon  ground  obtained  solely  through 
his  efforts;  and  that  a  considerable  amount  of  money 
was  collected  and  paid  over  to  St.  Luke's  Hospital 
in  the  early  years  of  its  existence  through  the 
exertions  of  the  members  of  this  Society. 
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Introduction 

The  Author  of  our  Being  intended  man  for  Society  and  impressed  him  with 
principles  of  a  social  nature.  A  disposition  to  benevolence  is  implanted  in  his 
heart,  which,  unless  eradicated  by  the  prejudice  of  education,  will  extend  itself  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  comprehend  the  whole  human  race.  This  amiable  disposi- 
tion, however,  cannot  be  exerted  in  an  equal  degree  toward  mankind,  Our 
families,  our  friends  and  our  countrymen  have  claims  upon  our  affections  prior 
in  order  and  superior  in  strength  to  those  resulting  merely  from  our  common 
nature. 

Even  in  particular  societies,  besides  the  ties  of  friendship  and  family,  there  will 
exist  other  circumstances  by  which  individuals  find  themselves  connected  with 
each  other  more  intimately  than  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow  citizens.  Thus  the 
graduates  of  a  particular  university  or  the  natives  of  a  particular  province  consider 
themselves  in  all  countries  as  bound  to  each  other  by  a  more  immediate  relation 
than  that  in  which  they  stand  to  others  of  the  community. 

In  a  country  like  North  America,  the  inhabitants  of  which  derive  their  origin 
from  different  parts  of  Europe,  it  is  not  surprising  that  these  observations  should 
emphatically  apply. 
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Though  now  blended  in  one  political  body,  they  are  still  distinguished  by  the 
races  from  which  they  sprang;  and  foi  the  most  part  look  back  to  England,  Scotland 
or  Ireland  as  the  country  of  their  ancestors.  Hence  have  arisen  societies,  by  names 
peculiarly  adapted  to  each  country  and  these,  so  far  from  prejudicing,  do  truly 
promote  the  general  interests  of  humanity  by  directing  the  attention  to  particular 
objects ;  many  acts  of  the  most  beneficial  charity  have  originated  with  these  institu- 
tions which  have  their  use  in  various  ways. 

Besides  other  good  effects,  they  may  afford  counsel  and  assistance  to  sti angers 
upon  their  arrival  and  by  leading  them  to  prosperity  may  encourage  the 
emigration  of  others,  to  the  benefit  of  the  individuals  and  the  ultimate  aggrandize- 
ment of  their  adopted  country. 

Such  being  the  tendency  and  nature  of  these  societies  in  general,  which  cannot 
be  considered  as  otherwise  than  truly  laudable,  the  resolution  has  been  formed 
by  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  this  city,  themselves  natives  of  England  or  the  imme- 
diate descendants  of  Englishmen,  to  establish  themselves  as  a  Society  and  to  be 
subject  to  the  following  rules  for  the  government  thereof: 

New  York,  January,  1786. 


Act  of  Incorporation,  Laws  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
1838.  Chapter  97  .  .  .An  Act  to  Incorporate 
the  St.  George's  Society  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
Passed  March  23,  1838. 


The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact 
as  follows: 

Section  1.  Anthony  Barclay,  Joseph  Fowler,  Charles  Edwards,  Rev.  Manton 
Eastburn,  and  such  other  persons  as  now  are  or  may  hereafter  become  associated 
with  them,  are  hereby  constituted  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  of  the  "St. 
George's  Society  of  New  York." 

Section  2.  The  objects  of  said  society  are  benevolent,  and  to  afford  relief  to 
indigent  natives  of  England,  and  their  wives  and  children. 

Section  3.  The  Corporation  shall  have  power  to  make  bylaws,  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  admission  of  its  members  and  their  government,  the  election  of 
its  officers,  and  their  duties  and  government,  the  expelling  of  any  of  its  members 
for  not  obeying  its  laws,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  and  protection  of  its  property 
and  funds. 

Section  4.  The  said  Corporation  may  purchase  and  hold  real  and  personal 
estate,  but  the  annual  income  of  the  said  real  and  personal  estate  which  the  said 
Corporation  may  at  any  one  time  hold,  shall  not  exceed  five  thousand  dollars. 

Section  5.  The  said  Corporation  shall  possess  the  general  powers,  and  be 
subject  to  the  general  restrictions  and  liabilities  prescribed  in  third  title  of  the 
eighteenth  chapter  of  the  first  part  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 
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Constitution  of  the  St.  George's  Society  of  New  York 

Adopted  February  4,  1936. 

Revised  January  11,  1869 
11,  1875 

10,  1877 
April  10,  1878 

January  10,  1880 

11,  1886 
23,  1895 
23,  1897 

"       October  23,  1903 
Amended  January  23,  1905 

23,  1906 

24,  1910 


ARTICLE  I. 

The  title  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  "St.  George's  Society        Title  and 
of  New  York,"  and  its  object  shall  be  to  afford  relief  and         objects  of 
advice  to  indigent  natives  of  England  and  the  British  Colonies,       the  Society 
or  to  their  wives,  widows  or  children  in  the  cities  of  New  Yoik 
and  Brooklyn,  and  to  piomote  social  intercourse  amongst  its 
members.     The  property  and  income  of  the  Society  can  only  be 
expended  in  charity. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Section  1.     The  following  persons  may  be  admitted  members      Of  Members 
of  this  Society: 

A  native  of  England. 

A  son  of  a  native. 

A  grandson  of  a  native. 

British  officers  and  their  sons,  wherever  born. 

Natives  of  any  of  the  colonies,  territories  or  dependencies  of 
Great  Britain. 

Section  2.     No  person  shall  be  admitted  a  member  of  this        Modes  of 
Society,  unless  elected  by  the  Executive  Committee,  his  name         Election 
properly  proposed  and  seconded,  having  been  submitted  to  the 
Executive  Committee  at  a  meeting  previous  to  his  election ;  and, 
if  elected,  his  name  shall  not  appear  upon  the  roll  unless  he  has 
complied  with  the  terms  of  Section  3. 

Section  3.     Every    member    shall    pay    to    the    Treasurer    Admission  Fee 
an  annual  subscription  of  Ten  Dollars.     But  upon  the  pay-      and  Annual 
ment  by  any  member  of  a  sum  at  any  one  time,  not  less  than      Subscription 
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One  Hundred  Dollars,  the  same  shall  be  accepted  in  lieu  of 
any  further  fee,  subscription  or  contribution,  and  he  shall 
thereafter  be  considered  as  a  Life  Member. 

Section  4.  The  annual  subscription  shall  be  considered  due 
and  payable,  on  the  23rd  day  of  April,  in  every  year,  and  if  any 
member  shall  neglect  to  pay  his  subscription  fo(  more  than  one 
year,  the  Treasurer  shall  notify  such  delinquent  that  his  narre 
will  be  reported  to  the  Society  at  the  next  meeting,  and  such 
person,  unless  he  pays  his  dues,  shall  thereafter  be  considered 
as  having  forfeited  his  membership;  and  shall  be  stricken  from 
the  roll. 

Section  5.  Any  member  being  absent  more  than  a  year 
at  any  one  time,  may,  if  he  think  fit,  decline  paying  his  subscrip- 
tion for  the  period  he  has  been  absent;  and  on  his  stating  in 
writing  to  the  Treasurer  the  time  of  his  absence,  the  charge 
standing  against  him  in  the  Treasurer's  book  shall  be  modified 
or  annulled  accordingly;  or  if  he  cease  to  reside  in  the  city,  shall, 
if  he  so  elect,  upon  notice  to  one  of  the  Secretaries,  in  writing, 
become  an  associate  member;  provided  always  that  the  dues  of 
said  membei  shall  not  be  in  arrears. 

Section  6.  No  member  shall  take  his  seat  or  be  entitled  to 
vote  until  he  shall  have  paid  his  dues. 

Section  7.  Honorary  members  shall  be  such  persons  as  this 
Society  shall  from  time  to  time  elect,  but  no  person  shall  be 
elected  an  honorary  member  except  as  provided  by  Section  2. 

Section  8.  At  every  stated  meeting  the  minutes  of  the  pre- 
ceding meeting  shall  be  read,  and  those  parts  which  are  not 
objected  to  shall  stand  confirmed.  To  preserve  order  and 
expedite  the  business  of  the  Society,  every  member  who  may 
have  proposals  to  make  or  observations  to  offer  upon  any  proposi- 
tions, shall  rise  and  address  the  President;  and  no  person  shall 
interrupt  another  while  speaking,  if  the  speaker  be  in  order. 

Section  9.  Any  member  wishing  to  resign,  shall  send  in  his 
resignation  in  writing  to  one  of  the  Secretaries,  who  shall  notify 
the  Treasurer  of  the  same;  and  such  resignation  shall  have  effect 
from  the  time  the  member  shall  so  send  it  to  the  Secretary, 
provided  the  amount  of  dues  for  which  said  member  may  have 
been  in  arrears  be  paid  up. 

Section  10.  The  members  of  this  Society  shall  faithfully 
observe  and  conform  to  all  the  rules  and  regulations  that  shall 
be  made  by  the  Society,  and  entered  on  the  books  thereof,  on 
pain  of  dismissal,  and  having  their  names  erased  from  the  list 
of  members. 
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Section  11.  In  case  of  any  non-observance  of  the  rules 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  Section — and  of  a  charge  being  made 
at  any  meeting  against  a  member  to  that  effect — a  special  com- 
mittee shall  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  same,  and  to  report 
thereon  at  the  following  meeting;  and  then,  if  a  majority  of  all 
the  members  present  shall  vote  for  expulsion  of  the  member,  his 
name  shall  be  erased,  and  he  shall  never  afterwards  be  admitted 
to  attend  any  meeting  of  the  Society,  unless  again  elected  by 
ballot  as  in  the  first  instance. 


Accused 
Members 


ARTICLE  III 

Section  1.    The  Society  shall  meet  twice  in  every  year,  to  Stated 

wit:     On  the  twenty-third  days  of  the  months  of  January  and        Meetings 
October  respectively,  and  shall  dine  together  on  St.  George's  day. 

Any  of  these  appointed  meetings  falling  on  Sunday  the  same      Anniversary 
shall  be  held  on  the  day  following.  Dinner 

At  all  meetings  the  following  shall  be  the  order  of  business: 

Calling  the  roll.  Order  of 

Reading  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting.  Business 

Reports  of  Officers. 

Reports  of  Committees. 

Unfinished  business. 

New  business. 

Election  of  Officers. 

Adjournment. 

Section  2.  At  the  January  meeting,  the  Treasurer,  Secre 
taries  and  Standing  Committees  shall  present  their  annual 
reports. 

Section  3.     At  the  October  meeting,  preparatory  measures      Preparatory 
shall  be  adopted  to  provide  suitable  candidates  for  each  of  the         measures 
offices,  as  hereinafter  mentioned ;  and  the  members  at  this  meet-        at  October 
ing  shall  elect  a  committee  of  three  who  shall  be  prepared  at  the         Meeting 
stated  meeting  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  January,  to  submit  a 
list  of  candidates  to  the  consideration  of  the  Society,  having  first 
ascertained  that  the  person  named  will  be  willing  to  serve,  if 
elected.     Said  list  to  be  posted  on  the  bulletin  board  in  the 
offices  of  the  Society  not  less  than  twenty-five  days  before  the 
Annual  Meeting  and  mailed  at  least  twenty  days  before  the  date 
of  said  meeting. 

Should  there  be  no  quorum  formed  at  the  October  meeting, 
then  a  special  meeting  shall  be  called  by  the  President,  or  Vice- 
President,  for  as  early  a  day  afterwards  as  may  be  practicable, 
for  the  purpose  of  adopting  the  preparatory  measures  of 
aforesaid. 
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No  names  shall  be  considered  at  said  Annual  Meeting  that 
have  not  been  posted  ten  days  and  mailed  to  members  seven 
days  before  date  of  said  meeting. 

ARTICLE  IV 

Section  1.  A  President,  a  First  and  Second  Vice-President, 
a  Treasurer,  a  Secretary  and  Assistant  Secretary,  one  or  more 
Physicians  and  Chaplains,  an  Executive  Committee  and  a  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts  shall  be  elected  annually  at  the  stated  meet- 
ing on  the  twenty-third  day  of  January,  if  a  quorum  of  members 
can  then  be  formed,  and  if  not,  a  special  meeting  shall  be  called 
to  carry  this  election  into  effect.  All  officers  elected  shall  enter 
upon  their  duties  on  the  day  following  their  election.  The 
election  shall  be  by  ballot  and  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  decide. 
The  President  shall  be  the  first  chosen,  and  duly  announced  to 
the  meeting  by  the  presiding  officers.  Afterwards  the  rest  of  the 
officers  shall  be  balloted  for. 

Section  2.  The  President,  with  concurrence  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  shall  appoint  the  place  for  holding  established 
meetings.  The  President  (or  in  his  absence  a  Vice-President) 
shall  have  the  power  to  call  special  meetings,  of  all  of  which  he 
shall  give  timely  notice  to  the  Secretary,  who  shall  give  at  least 
three  days'  notice  to  the  members,  naming  therein  the  object  of 
the  meeting,  its  time  and  place,  as  he  may  be  directed  to  do  by 
the  President. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  provide  at  the  meetings, 
to  appoint  special  committees,  as  well  as  generally  to  superintend 
the  concerns  of  the  Society,  and  he  shall  be  ex-officio  member  of 
all  committees;  but  in  the  absence  of  the  President  at  any  meet- 
ing, then  the  First  Vice-President  shall  preside ;  or  in  case  of  his 
absence,  the  Second  Vice-President;  or,  he  being  absent,  one  of 
the  ex-Presidents;  or,  he  being  away,  the  Treasurer,  and  such 
persons  presiding  shall  exercise  the  same  authority  as  would  have 
appertained  to  the  President  if  personally  present. 

Section  3.  The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the  President 
in  the  several  duties  that  devolve  upon  him,  and  be  ex-officio 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Section  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  the  custody  of  all  the 
moneys,  papers,  badges,  ornaments  and  effects  belonging  to  the 
Society  (except  the  book  of  minutes  and  other  documents  directed 
to  remain  with  the  Secretary) ,  and  he  shall  carefully  preserve  and 
keep  them.  His  accounts  shall  be  fairly  stated,  and  produced 
for  the  inspection  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts  whenever  called 
for,  and  be  exhibited  on  or  before  the  twentv-third  dav  of  Jan- 
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uary  in  every  year,  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  and  countersigned  by  the  President.  The  Treasurer, 
on  leaving  office,  shall  deliver  to  his  successor  the  books,  papers 
and  other  effects  remaining  in  his  hands;  or  in  the  absence  of 
the  Treasurer  last  appointed,  the  same  shall  be  lodged  with  the 
President  until  he  shall  be  ready  to  enter  upon  his  duties. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  honour  any  pay  drafts 
signed  by  two  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  other  than 
himself,  provided  they  do  not  overdraw  the  amount  to  the  credit 
of  the  Charitable  Fund. 

He  shall  keep  an  account  of  the  fees  and  dues  that  accrue, 
and  shall  appoint  a  proper  and  discreet  person  to  collect  the 
same,  and  shall  allow  such  a  person  a  reasonable  compensation 
therefor. 

Section  5.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  fair  register  of  all 
proceedings,  orders,  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Society,  and 
shall  cause  the  same  to  be  entered  in  a  suitable  book  provided 
for  that  purpose,  a  duplicate  of  which  shall  be  lodged  with 
the  President.  If  a  motion  is  negatived  the  Secretary  is  not 
required  to  enter  it  in  the  book  of  minutes.  He  shall  have 
the  custody  of  all  the  records  and  journals  of  the  Society,  he 
shall  give  notice  to  the  members  of  all  meetings ;  he  shall  keep 
a  roll  of  the  members,  and  from  time  to  time  amend  and  keep 
up  the  same  as  circumstances  require;  he  shall  duly  notify 
members  of  their  election,  and  of  the  offices  to  which  they  may 
be  elected  and  of  the  special  and  other  committees  on  which 
they  may  be  appointed ;  he  shall  sign  such  cards  of  invitation  to 
the  Anniversary  Dinner  as  may  be  requested  of  him  by 
the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  shall  aid  the  Secretary  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  duties,  and  supply  his  place  when  absent. 

Section  6.  The  Physicians  shall  give  advice  and  assistance  to 
such  sick  or  maimed  persons  as  may  be  committed  to  their  care. 

Section  7.  The  Chaplains  shall  perform  the  religious 
duties  at  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  shall,  by  their  counsel 
and  advice,  promote  harmony  and  good  will  among  the  members. 
They  shall  also  visit  such  sick  and  distressed  persons  as  may  be 
recommended  to  their  attention  by  the  Executive  Committee  or 
by  the  President. 

ARTICLE  V 

Section  1.  The  Executive  Committee,  in  addition  to  the 
President,  First  and  Second  Vice-Presidents,  ex-Presidents,  the 
Treasurer  and  Secretaries,  shall  consist  of  nine  (9)  persons. 
Three  to  serve  one  year,  three  two  years,  and  three  three  years ; 
to  be  elected  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  1898,  and  there- 
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after  three  new  members  shall  be  elected  at  each  annual  meeting 
to  serve  three  years,  no  outgoing  member  to  be  eligible  for  re- 
election until  one  year  has  elapsed.  These,  with  the  Committee 
of  Accounts  (to  consist  of  three)  shall  be  elected  at  the  Annual 
Meeting,  as  provided  in  Article  IV,  Section  1. 

Power  and  Section  2.     The   Executive   Committee   shall   organize    by 

duty  of  the  electing  a  Chairman  and  Secretary,  and  five  shall  be  the  quorum 
Executive  of  this  Committee;  they  shall  keep  a  book  of  minutes  of  their 
Committee  proceedings  and  in  all  questions  relative  to  the  payment  of  any 
sums  of  money  belonging  to  this  Society,  the  ayes  and  nays  shall 
be  taken  and  recorded  therein. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  adminster  the  charitable  funds, 
devise  and  suggest  such  measures  as  may  promote  the  welfare 
and  usefulness  of  the  Society ;  employ,  when  necessary,  counsel 
for  the  protection  of  emigrants;  engage  a  suitable  almoner,  at 
such  rate  of  compensation  as  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
may  authorize ;  hire  such  room  or  rooms  as  may  be  necessary  for 
properly  conducting  the  business  of  the  Society;  require  the 
almoner  to  investigate  any  case  of  distress  that  may  be  brought 
to  their  notice,  and  decide  upon  the  amount  of  relief  he  may 
grant  to  such  as  may  be  found  deserving,  provided,  always,  that 
no  larger  amount  than  Fifty  Dollars  per  annum  shall  be  allowed 
by  the  Committee  to  any  one  person  or  family. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  issue  orders  upon  the  Treas- 
urer for  such  sums  of  money  as  the  funds  of  the  Society  may 
warrant  being  employed  for  charitable  purposes. 

Section  3.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  make  and  carry 
out  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  Anniversary  Dinner  on 
St.  George's  Day. 

Power  and  duty      Section  4.     It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Ac- 

ofthe  Committee  counts  to  audit  those  of  the  Treasurer,  and  to  confer  with  him 

of  Accounts      respecting  delinquents,  etc.,  and  they  shall,  with  the  concurrence 

of  the  President  and  Treasurer,  direct  the  Treasurer  to  invest 

The  joint  names  in  the  joint  names  of  the  President,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary, 

in  which  funds   for  the  time  being,  such  security  as  they  may  jointly  approve, 

are  to  be  in-      all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Permanent  Fund;  and  the  Com- 

vested  mittee,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  officers  of  aforesaid,  shall 

direct  the  Treasurer  to  sell  out  such  portion  of  these  invest- 

Power  to  sell     ments  as  they  may  deem  it  prudent  to  realize,  and  to  re-invest 

out  and  reinvest  the  proceeds  in  such  other  securities  as  they  may  jointly  determine 

upon  as  safe  and  desirable. 


ARTICLE  VI 

Funds  of  Section  1.     The  distributable  funds  of  the  Society  are  to 

the  Society       consist  of,  and  be  derived  from,  initiation  fees,  the  annual  sub- 
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scriptions  of  the  members,  and  from  the  interest  of  such 
securities  as  form  and  become  the  permanent  stock  of  the 
Institution. 

Section  2.     All  gifts  from  life  members,  and  all  donations  or       Permanent 
bequests  to  the  Society  from  other  individuals  shall  be  vested  in  Fund 

some  permanent  fund  (unless  the  same  are  specified  as  being 
for  the  Charitable  Fund),  the  interest  only  of  which  shall  be 
placed  among  the  distributable  funds  for  charity;  and  no  funds 
of  the  Society  shall  ever  be  paid  out  or  used  save  for  strictly        Charitable 
charitable  purposes.  Fund 

ARTICLE  VII 

Section  1.     A  majority  of  votes  shall  decide  every  question,  Votes 

except  on  a  motion  to  annul  or  alter  any  of  the  rules  of  the  and  Voting 
Society,  in  which  case  the  votes  of  three-fourths  of  the  members 
present  shall  be  requisite — the  presiding  officer  to  vote  if  he 
thinks  fit.  No  number  under  twenty-one  shall  constitute  a 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  making  or  altering  this  Constitution 
oi  any  Rules  or  By-Laws  of  this  Society ;  but  for  the  transaction 
of  all  other  business  nine  shall  form  a  quorum. 

Section  2.     In  case  of  any  office  of    the  Society  becoming 
vacant  the  same  shall  be  filled  by  the   President,  with  the  con-  Notice 

currence  of  the  Executive  Committee.  required  for 

Section  3.     No  alterations  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitu-  alteration  of 

tion  unless  such  alteration  shall  have  been  proposed  at  a  previous  Constitution 
meeting  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  VIII 

This  Constitution  shall  go  into  force  immediately,  and  all  articles,  clauses  and 
ordinances  not  embraced  in  the  present  Constitution  are  hereby  abrogated. 


tform  of  TBequegt 


A   Provision  in  the  following  form  may  be  made 
in  any  will  bequeathing  money  to  the  Society  for  the 


purposes  of  the  Corporation. 


/  give  andbequeath  unto  ST.  GEORGE'S  SOCIETY 
OF  NEW  YORK,  a  Corporation  created  by  an  Act  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  sum  of 

Dollars. 
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[Facsimile  of  original,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  H.  V.  Cockcroft  to 
the  Society.] 
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INTRODUCTION. 


J.  HE  Author  of  our  Being  intended  Man  for 
Society,  and  has  imprefled  him  with  Principles 
x>f  a  iocial  Nature. — A  Difpofition  to  Benevo- 
lence is  implanted  in  his  Heart;  and,  unlefs 
eradicated  by  the  prejudices  of  Education,  will 
extend  itfelf  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  comprehend 
the  Human  Race. 

The  FfTe&s  of  this  amiable  Difpofition  can- 
not, however,  be  exerted  in  the  fame  Manner 
towards  all  mankind :  our  Family,  our  Friends 
A  2  and 


Mi 


C    !»    ] 

and  our  Countrymen  have  Claims  upon  our 
Affections,  prior  in  Order  and  fuperior  in 
Strength  to  thofe  that  remit  merely  from  our 
common  Nature. 

Even  in  particular  Societies,  befides  the  Ties 
of  Friendfhip  and  Family,  other  Circumftances 
will  exift  by  which  Individuals  find  themfelves 
more  intimately  connected  with  each  other,  than 
with  the  reft  of  their  fellow  Citizens. — Thus  the 
Graduates  of  a  particular  Univerfity,  or  the  Na- 
tives of  a  particular  Province,  confider  them- 
felves, in  all  Countries,  as  bound  to  each  other 
by  a  more  immediate  Relation  than  that  in 
which  they  (land  to  others  of  the  Community. 

In  a  country  like  North-America,  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  which  have  derived  their  Origin  from 
different  Parts  of  Europe,  it  is  not  furprifing  that 
they  mould  be  attentive  to  that  Circumftance. 

Though  now  blended  in  one  political  Body, 
they  are  (till  diftinguifhed  by  the  Places  from 
which  they  fprang,  and  look  back  to  England, 
Scotland  or  Ireland  as  the  Country  of  their 
Anceflors. 

Hence  have  arifen  Societies,  diftinguifhed  by 
Names  peculiarly  adapted  to  each  Country;  and 
fo  far  from  prejudicing,  they  promote. the  general 
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Interefts  of  Humanity,  by  directing  and  fixing 
the  Attention  to  particular  Objects* 

Many  Acts  of  the  moft  beneficial  Charity 
have  owed  their  Exiflence  to  thefe  Societies: — 
And  Merit  in  Diftrefs  might  frequently  have 
pafTed  unnoticed,  if  there  had  not  been  a  Body, 
to  whom  it  could  make  Application  with  Con- 
fidence of  Succefs. 

Even  in  a  political  View,  confidering  this 
Country  as  deriving  infinite  Benefit  from  the 
emigration  of  Foreigners,  thefe  Societies  have 
their  L  fe.— They  may  afford  Counfel  and  Aflifl- 
ance  to  Strangers  upon  their  firft  Arrival*  and 
by  leading  them  to  Profperity  encourage  the 
Emigration  of  others. 

Such  being  the  Tendency  and  Nature  of 
thefe  Societies  in  general — the  Subfcribers  con- 
fider  them  as  truly  laudable,  and  being  all 
either  Natives  of  England  or  Defcendants  of 
Englishmen,  have  agreed  to  form  themfelves 
into  a  Society,  and  be  fubjed  to  the  follow- 
ing Rules  for  the  good  Government  thereof. 
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R    U    L    E      L 

HAT  this  Society  be  called  the  SOCIETT 
cf  ST.  GEORGE,  eftablifhed  at  New-York 
for  the  Purpofe  of  relieving  their  Brethren  in 
Diftrefs. 

RULE      II. 

That  no  Perfon  who  is  not  an  Englifliman, 
or  the  Defcendant  of  an  Englifliman,  fhall  be 
admitted  a  Member  of  this  Society. 

RULE 
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RULE      III. 

That  no  Perfon  (hall  be  admitted  a  Member 
of  this  Society  unlefs  chofen  by  Ballot,  and  no 
one  (hall  be  balloted  for  unlefs  he  is  nominated 
at  a  Meeting  previous  to  a  Baflot  being  held, 
(excepting  honorary  Members  who  maybe  pro- 
pofe.d  and  elected  at  "the  fame  Meeting).  That 
no  Election  fhall  be  held  unlefs  twenty-four 
Members  be  prefent,  and  no  Perfon  fhall  be  ad- 
mitted a  Member  unlefs  he  be  chofen  by  three- 
fourths  ofahe  Members  prefent. 

RULE       IV. 

That  the  Society  fhall  meet  four  Times 
every  Year,  to  wit,  on  the  23d  Day  of  January, 
on  the  23d  Day  of  April,  on  the  23d  Day  of 
July  and  on  the  23d  Day  of  O&ober.  That  the 
Society  fhall  Dine  together  on  St.  George's 
Day,  and  that  the  other  Meetings  fhall  be  if! 
the  Evenings. 

RULE        V. 

That  a  Prefident,  Vice  Prefident,  Treafurer, 
Secretary,  four  Stewards  and  a  Charitable  .Com- 
mittee, to  confift  of  feven,  fhall  be  appointed 
annually  (the  fame  Officers  who  ferved  the  pre- 
ceding Year  may  be  re-choferi) ;  and  that  the 
23d  Day  of  January  fhall  **#±tof*  be  the  Day 
of -Election. 

RULE 
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RULE        VI. 

That  every  Member  (hall  pay  an  annual 
Subfcription  of  Thirty  Shi/lings  to  the  Treafury, 
on  or  before  the  firft  Day  of  April.  And  every 
Member  neglecting  to  pay  his  Subfcription,  (hall 
no  longer  be  efteemed  a  Member  of  the  Society, 
unlefs  he  be  re-elected  by  Ballot. 

RULE        VII. 

That  the  Charitable  Committee  mall,  with 
the  confent  of  the  Prefident,  Vice  Prefident  and 
Treafurer,  or  any  two  of  them,  diftribute  any 
Sum  or  Sums  in  Charities  between  the  Times  of 
Quarterly  or  Special  Meetings,  provided  fuch 
Diftribution  does  not  in  the  whole  exceed  one 
Fourth  of  the  annual  Funds  of  the  Society. 

RULE        VIII. 

That  every  Member  abfenting  himlelf  from 
the  annual  Dinner,  fhall  pay  to  the  TrcafureT 
Ten  Shi/lings  as  a  Fine  for  fuch  Abfence,  and 
Four  Shillings  for  abfenting  himfelf  from  the 
Quarterly  Meetings,  unlefs  prevented  by  Sick- 
nefs. 

RULE         IX. 

That  no  Refident  of  this  City  who  is  eligible 
to  be  a  Member  of  this  Society  fhall  be  admitted 
as  a  Vifitor. 

B  RULE 
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RULE        X. 

That  a  majority  of  Votes  (hall  decide  every 
Queftion  (the  Chairman  to  have  a  calling  Vote) 
except  to  annul  or  alter  any  former  Rules  ;  in 
which  cafe  three-fourths  fhall  be  requifite.  1  hat 
no  Number  under  twenty-four  fhall  conftitute  a 
Meeting  for  the  Purpofe  of  making  or  altering 
Rules. 

RULE        XL 

That  the  Prefident,  Vice  Prefident  and  Offi- 
cers fhall  have  Power  to  call  Special  Meetings, 
on  giving  three  Days  Notice  to  every  Member 
rending  in  this  City  of  fuch  Meeting  and  the 
Bufmefs.  And  as  great  Inconvenience  may  re- 
fult  from  Members  not  attending  Special  Meet- 
ings, any  Member  neglecting  to  attend  any 
Special  Meeting  that  may  be  called,  fhall  pay 
a  Fine  of  Four  Shillings  towards  the  Charitable 
Fund,  unlefs  prevented  by  Sicknefs. 

RULE        XII. 

That  any  non  Refident,  being  an  Englifh- 
man  or  the  Defcendent  of  an  Englifhman,  who 
may  apply  to  become  an  Honorary  Member  of 
the  Society,  may  be  propofed  and  admitted 
agreeable  to  the  Rules  of  the  Society,  on  pay- 
ing Forty  Shillings  to  be  applied  to  the  Chari- 
table Fund. 
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^^rwr^T^  •  Walton,  William 

<Unt*£.  ^n^**<,^u^Walton,  Gerard 

^<*fXfJZ~rr>~>  WilkeS> 


Of 
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(     *5    ) 

"Wilkes,  John  Y 

Wilkes,  Charles  Young,  "William 

"Williams,  William  Yates,  Lawrance  Reade 

"Wilfon,  Richard*  Yates,  Adolphus. 

•0  Thofe  ivhofe Names  are  marked  with  a  Star, 
are  Honor  ary  Members, 
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PRINCIPAL    BEQUESTS    AND    DONATIONS 


TO 


ST.  GEORGE'S  SOCIETY 


Date                                                     Name  Amount 

1837    Donation  of  James  Boorman $500 .00 

1837  Money  raised  by  members  under  the  conditions  of  Mr.  Boorman's 

gift 1,100 .00 

1838  Money  collected  by  St.  George's  Special  Fund  Committee..  .  .  1,658.00 

1838  Donation  of  Thos.  E.  Davies 100. 00 

1 839  Proceeds  from  a  Charity  Concert  in  aid  of  the  Society's  funds ....  250 .  00 

1840  Proceeds  of  Charity  Concert  at  which  Braham,  the  great  singer, 

gave  his  services 1,300 .00 

1841  Proceeds  of  Charity  Ball  in  honour  of  birth  of  Prince  of  Wales .  .  700 .00 
1845     Gift  of  Queen  Victoria's  Portrait. 

1848  Collection  at  special  service  in  Trinity  Church  on  behalf  of  the 

Funds  of  the  Society Ill  .60 

1849  Proceeds  of  Charity  Concert 567 .  17 

1849    Proceeds  of  Concert  at  which  Mrs.  Fanny  Kemble  gave  her  ser- 
vices   1,651 .09 

1853    Gift  of  Burial  Plot  in  Cypress  Hills  Cemetery.     The  gift  of 

William  Miles,  Esq.,  President  of  St.  David's  Society. 

1855     Money  collected  by  special  appeal  to  the  members 2,015  .00 

1855  Half  share  in  Thackeray's  Farewell  Lecture 283 .00 

1856  Donation  of  John  Rogers,  Esq.,  of  Sheffield,  England 120.00 

1857  Donation  from  Ebbw  Vale  Company,  England 500 .00 

1858  Proceeds  of   Concert  at  which    Mrs.  Fanny   Kemble  gave  her 

famous  reading  of  "Hamlet" 785  .  18 

1865     Donation  of  Henry  Eyre,  Esq.,  President  of  St.  George's  Society.  5,000 .00 
1865     Subscriptions  raised  on  the  condition  of  Mr.  Eyre's  gift: 

James  Boorman 500 .  00 

T.  B.  Gunning 500.00 

Robt.  W.  Russell 500.00 

Edward  Walker 500 .00 

Royal  Insurance  Co 500 .00 

Thos.  D.  Middleton 300.00 

Sir  Edward  Cunard 250 .00 

Chas.  C.  Gostenhofer 250 .00 

Arthur  E.  P.  Phillips 250.00 
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1865     Subscriptions  raised  on  the  condition  of  Mr.  Eyre's  gift:  (Cont'd) 

Mrs.  Geo.  S.  Rainsford 250 .00 

Messrs.  William  Jessup  &  Sons 250 .00 

E.  F.  Sanderson 250 .00 

Geo.  W.  Taylor 250 .00 

Samuel  Clapham 200 .00 

Thomas  Charles  Baring 150 .00 

Messrs.  John  Sykes,  Jr.  &  Co 150 .00 

Charles  Clifton 150 .00 

John  Sykes,  Jr 150 .00 

E.  M.  Archibald 100 .00 

Edward  Blackburn 100 .00 

Aaron  Arnold 100.00 

John  Haigh,  Jr 1C0 .00 

Edward  T.  Christianson 100.00 

George  Moke 100 .00 

Wm.  H.  Morrell 100 .00 

Orville  Odde 100.00 

William  C.  Pickersgill 100 .00 

Richard  P.  Rundle 100 .00 

Henry  Rudge 100 .00 

Benjamin  B.  Tilt 100 .00 

Thomas  A.  Vyse,  Jr 100.00 

Joseph  Walker 100 .00 

John  T.  Walker 100 .00 

Alfred  Waller 100 .00 

Robert  Waller 100 .00 

William  Young 100 .00 

Liv.  Lond.  &  Globe  Insurance  Co 100 .00 

1880     Gift  of  Jas.  R.  Keene  in  aid  of  the  charitable  work  of  the 

Society 500. 00 

1886     The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  subscribers  to  the  Centen- 
nial Fund: 

Edward  Hill 2,500.00 

Executors  of  Edward  Hill 2,500 .00 

Edward  Blackburn 2,000 .00 

Henry  W.  O.  Edye 250 .00 

A.  D.  Shepard 150 .00 

E.  F.  Beddall 100.00 

Thomas  B.  Bowring 100 .00 

Benjamin  L.  Brigg 100 .00 

James  M.  Constable 100 .00 

R.  J.  Cortis 100.00 

R.  Fleming  Crooks 100.00 

Thomas    Garner 100.00 

C.  T.  Gostenhofer 100 .00 


PRINCIPAL  SUBSCRIBERS 
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1903 
1903 
1912 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  principal  subscribers  to  the  Centen- 
nial Fund:  (Cont'd) 

Timothy  Hogan 100 .00 

F.  W.  J.  Hurst 100.00 

James  N.  Jarvie 100.00 

Geo.  T.  Knight 100.00 

George  Legg 100 .00 

Alexander  Nicoll 100 .00 

John  Orpe 100.00 

Edward  Perry 100 .00 

B.  Richardson 100.00 

F.  S.  Smithers 100.00 

John  T.  Walker 100.00 

Erastus  Wiman 100 .00 

Other  subscriptions 840 .  00 

Bequest  of  William  Skinner,  Esq $1,000 .00 

Donation  from  Geo.  A.  Hearn,  Esq 500 .00 

Annual  Grant  from  "The  Havens  Relief  Fund  Society" 250 .00 


Principal  Subscribers  to  Contingent  Fund 


Crooks,  R.  Fleming, 

"In  Memoriam  J.T.A.C."  $5,000 .00 

Hill,  Edwaid 1,300.00 

Jaffray,  E.  S 1,300.00 

Francklyn,  C.  G 1,250 .00 

Hurst,  F.  W.  J 1,050 .00 

Pellew,  H.  E 1,035 .00 

White  Star  Line 900 .00 


Power,  W.  H 900.00 

Gostenhofer,  C.  F 650 .00 

Archibald,  E.  M 600 .00 

Carey,  John,  Jr 600 .00 

Dale,  J.  G 550.00 

Richardson,  B 500 .00 

Moulson,  John 450 .00 

National  S.  S.  Co 450 .00 


List  of  Almoners 


John  Mackie 1842-1844 

Charles  H.  Webb 1844-1867 

E.  W.  Canning 1867-1868 

Rev.  Frederick  Sill  (Honor- 
ary)   1868-1869 

James  W.  Munroe 1869-1877 

Joint  Almoner  for  St.  George's  and 
St.  Andrew's  Societies. 


J.  Hatch 1877-1878 

Wm.  Graham 1878-1883 

J.  D.  O.  Hutchins 1883  

C.  Nevill  Crozier 1883-1898 

J.  R.  Couper 1898-1899 

Scott  H.  Gilbert 1899-1902 

Jas.  Bingham 1902-1903 

L.  D.  Langley 1903- 


The  Places  of  the  Banquets 


1770-1913 

1770-1771  Bolton's 

1847 

Dinner  omitted  (Distress  in 

1772            Unknown 

the  old  country). 

1773-1774  Hull's  Tavern 

1848-1849  City  Hotel 

1775-1777  Unknown 

1850-1854  Astor  House 

1778            Hick's  Long  Room 

1855- 

1856  Metropolitan  Hotel 

1779            Unknown 

1857 

Delmonico's  (14th  Street) 

1780            Mr.   Strachan's  Queen's 

1858 

Metropolitan  Hotel 

Head  Tavern 

1859 

Astor  House 

1781            Mr.  Amory's  Tavern 

1860 

Delmonico's  (14th  Street) 

1782             Unknown 

1861 

St.  Nicholas  Hotel 

1783-1786  Banquets  not  held  (Revolu- 

1862-1864 Dinner  omitted  (Civil  War). 

tionary  War). 

1865 

Dinner   omitted    (Death   of 

1787-1822  Unknown 

Lincoln). 

1823-1831  Bank  Coffee  House 

1866 

Everett  House 

1832            City  Hotel 

1867 

Delmonico's  (14th  Street) 

1833-1834  Webb's  Congress  Hall 

1868 

Dinner     omitted     (Political 

1835            City  Hotel 

unrest). 

1836            Niblo's  Saloon 

1869-1906  Delmonico's     (14th,     26th, 

1837            Globe  Hotel 

and  44th  Streets) 

1838             Cailton  House 

1907- 

1911  Waldorf-Astoria 

1839-1842  City  Hotel 

1912 

Dinner  omitted  (Titanic  dis- 

1843-1845 Astor  House 

aster). 

1846            City  Hotel 

1913 

Waldorf-Astoria 
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Permanent  Fund 

ESTABLISHED  1824 

FIRST  INVESTMENT  1826 

Jan.  10,  1826,  5  shares  United  States  Bank  Stock,  $100  each $500 .00 

Jan.  11,  1836,  27  shares  National  Bank  stock,  $50  each 1,350 .00 

Jan.  10,  1846,  51  shares  National  Bank  stock,  $50  each 2,550 .00 

$600  City  Water  stock 600 .00 

Cash 262 . 88 

3,412.88 

Jan.  1856,  51  shares  National  Bank  stock,  $50  each $2,550.00 

10  shares  Mechanics  Banking  As.,  $25  each 250 .00 

13  shares  Bank  State  New  York,  $100  each 1,300 .00 

10  shares  Bank  of  Commerce,  $100  each 1,000 .  00 

45  shares  Mechanics  Bank,  $25  each 1,125 .00 

Cash 120.25 

6,345.25 

Jan.  1866,  One  bond  Hudson  R.  R $1,000 .00 

20  bonds  Morris  &  Essex,  1st  M'tg,  $1,000  each 20,000  00 

7  bonds  Morris  &  Essex,  1st  M'tg,  $500  each 3,500 .00 

Cash 691 .92 

25,191 .82 

Jan.  1876,  10  bonds  Mich.  Cen.  G.  M.,  $1,000  each $10,000.00 

6  bonds  Morris  &  Essex,  1st  M'tg.,  $1,000 6,000 .00 

5  bonds  Morris  &  Essex,  2nd  M'tg.,  $1,000 5,000 .00 

1  bond  Morris  &  Essex,  2nd  M'tg., 500 .00 

1  bond  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  So.,  CM 5,000 .00 

5  bonds  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  So.,  C.  M.,  $1,000  each. . .  5,000 .00 

1  bond  Hudson  R.  R 1,000 .00 

Cash 569 .76 

33,069.76 


324  ST.  GEORGE'S  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  YORK 

Jan.  1886,  11  bonds  Chicago  &  N.  W.  Gold,  $1,000  each $11,000 .00 

6  bonds  Morris  &  Essex,  1st  M'tg.,  $1,000  each 6,000 .00 

5  bonds  Morris  &  Essex  2nd  M'tg.,  $1,000  each 5,000 .00 

1  bond  Morris  &  Essex  2nd  M'tg., 500 .00 

1  bond  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  So.,  6M 5,000 .00 

5  bonds  Lake  Shore  &  Mich.  So.,  $1,000  each 5,000 .00 

1  bond  Ches.  &  Ohio  Pur.  M 1,000 .00 

1  bond  Northern  Pacific  Ld.  Gt, 1,000 .00 

2  bonds  St.  Paul,  Min.  &  Man.,  $1,000,  each 2,000 .00 

36,500.00 
Less  Dr.  Cash 113.16 

36,386.84 

January  1896  Pennsylvania  R.R.  Co,  \\%  Bonds $5,000 

St  Paul,  Min.  &  Man.  Dak.  Div.,  6%  Bonds 4,000 

Ches.  &  Ohio,  6%  Bonds 1,000 

Bait.  &  Ohio,  Loan  of  1885,  5%  Bonds 5,000 

Morris  &  Essex,  First  Mortgage,  7%  Bonds 6,000 

Illinois  Central,  8J%  Bonds 10,000 

Chi.  B.  &  Q.  Surety  Fund,  4%  Bonds 5,000 

Pacific  of  Missouri,  First  Mtge,  4%  Bonds 3,000 

N.  Y.,  C  &  St.  L.  4%  Bonds 3,000 

West  Shore  R.  R.  4%  Bonds 10,500 

Cent.  R.  R.  of  N.  J.  5%  Bonds 3,000 

N.  Y.,  C.  &  St.  L.,  First  Mtge.,  4%  Bonds 3,000 

Rome  &  Watertown  &  Ogden,  5%  Bonds 2,000 

$60,500 

January  1906  N.  Y.  Gas  &  Electric  L.  H.  &.  P.,  4%  Bonds 1,000 

Wisconsin  Central,  4%  Bonds 2,000 

N.  Y,  Chi.  &  St.  L.,  4%  Bonds 6,000 

Atchison,  Topeka  &  St.  L.,  4%  Bonds 6,000 

Oregon  Ry.  &  Navig.  Co.,  4%  Bonds 3,000 

Union  Pacific,  4%  Bonds 10,000 

Pac.  R.R.  of  Missouri,  4%  Bonds 3,000 

Cont.  Pacific,  4%  Bonds 12,000 

Northern  Pacific,  4%  Bonds 5,000 

Northern  Pacific,  3%  Bonds 17,000 

B.  &  O.  S.  W.  D.,  34%  Bonds 4,000 

Chicago  &  Alton,  3£%  Bonds 6,000 

Chicago  &  Alton,  3£%  Bonds 5,000 

$84,000 
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January  1913  Balto.  &  Ohio  S.  W.  D.,  1st  Mtge.  34%,  No.  M  495-8. . . .  $4,000 

Northern  Pacific  R.G.L.  Rly.  &  L.G.,  Gold  Bond,  No.  1278  10,000 

Southern  Rd.  4%  Gold  Bonds,  Series  A,  No.  M124-125. . .  2,000 

Southern  Rd.  4%  Gold  Bonds,  Series  A,  No.  V47 5,000 

N.  Y.,  Chi.  &  St.  Louis  1st  Mtge.  4%  Gold  Bonds,  No.  4738.  1,000 

Balto.  &  Ohio  S.W.D.  Equipment  3£%  No.  B15-16-17. .  .  1,500 

Union  Pacific,  4%  1st  Mtge.  &  Land  Grant  Bond,  No.  E1042  10,000 

Chicago  &  Alton  3£%  Gold  Bond,  No.  X52 10,000 

Chicago  &  Alton  SJ%  Gold  Bond,  No.  M107 1,000 

Northern  Pacific  4%  C.  B.  &  Q.  Bonds,  No.  555-9 5,000 

Central  Pac.  4%  Bond,  No.  M608 10,000 

Central  Pac.  4%  Bonds,  Nos.  M444-445 2,000 

Atchison  General  Mtge.  Bond,  No.  RC1272,  4% 10,000 

Virginia  R.R.  Co.,  1st  Mtge.,  5%  Bonds,  1962 10,000 

(Interim  Certificate.) 
N.  Y.,  Chi.  &  St.  Louis  1st  Mtge.  4%,  Nos.  4737, 2643, 2386, 

19440,  10983.     (In  Memoriam  J.  T.  A.  C.) 5,000 

$86,500 


Recapitulation 

DISBURSEMENTS  AND  RECEIPTS 

1809-1819 $5,477.50 

1820-1839 14,411 .15 

1840-1853 19,345 .98 

1854-1868 35,428 .35 

1869-1885 84,472 .90 

$159,135.88 

Jan.  10,  1886.    Balance  Cash  to  Credit  Charitable  Fund 609 .40 

Balance  Cash  to  Credit  Contingent  Fund 1,209.59 

Peimanent  Fund  par  value  securities.  . .  .  $36,500.00 
Less  balance  Cash  debt 113.16 

36,496.84 


Total  subscribed  and  disbursed  77  years 197,451 .71 

1 886-1912  Total  subscribed  and  disbursed  27  years 172,615 .  16 

Grand  Total 370,066 .87 
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